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Message from the Pastor  
At the end of October, the nation recognized and celebrated Halloween. 
I have read and heard that it is the second most popular celebration we have, following only Christmas. 
Of course, it is not even close to being on the Christian Church calendar. Some Christian people even 
abhor it and call it an anti-Christian event.  I think that is mostly ridiculous since the day and events 
related to it hardly are related to people's faith. 
 
It comes to us from immigrants from the British Isles who for centuries had celebrated a night of the the 
dead.  The belief or concept was that the spirits of the dead came around once a year to haunt or 
communicate with the living.  The tradition of 'All Halllows Eve'....a.k.a. 'Halloween',... came to be and 
children still today go around seeking candy that evening.  The idea of Trick or Treat is related to a sort 
of 'blackmail-type' take off on the tricks the spirits supposedly played on people.  So this is why people 
(not just children) dress up for Halloween, pretending to be something scary, such as a ghost or ghoul. 
 
But sometimes in real and everyday life, we often do the same kind of things.  No, not dress up like a 
Halloween character,.... but pretend to be something we're not.  We do it among family and friends, at 
work, and even with strangers we meet.  We try to convey an image of some kind of demeanor or 
characteristic to convince them that we're that person.  But, in truth, we are not and its just a trick in order 
to be perceived a certain way. 
 
We pretend to laugh at jokes that are sexist, racist or otherwise offensive so we don't appear to be a 
prude or supersensitive.  We pretend to not care about things that we do care about so we don't look like 
the we are morality police.  We pretend to be interested in stuff that people say that really isn't interesting 
at all when it comes right down to it.  Sometimes, just pretending is OK because it's only being kind and 
considerate of not hurting other's feelings. 
 
When it comes to our faith, though,... we can sometimes pretend about that too.  Mostly, I would guess 
that we often pretend that it's not too important to us.  We can pretend to others that, even if we go to 
church, it's just what we've always done or my wife makes me go,...etc.  And we can pretend that we 
don't think much about God and Jesus in general.  (In some cases, those and other disclaimers might be 
true). 
 
But, if we are really serious about our faith and what we believe and feel in our hearts, then this 
pretending is not so good.  Because, not only is it not honest and genuine and offends the God whom we 
look up to,...but it can diminish our own faith.  If we are always pretending our faith is not really a big 
deal, then after a certain amount of doing that,.... it DOES become no big deal.   On the other hand, if we 
speak freely and confidently about our faith without pretending it's of little matter to us, then our faith 
becomes more real. 
 
You may have never given this much of a thought before and maybe if we only pretend it doesn't really 
matter.  That is, until someone you know is near death or has died.  Then, this idea faith, as it relates to 
the spirit of the dead, becomes very important.  A faith that believes the spirit of the dead believer does 
not flit around to scare people a certain time of the year but instead dwells with God in heaven.  If we 



believe that that is the truth and there is a 'treat' we can look forward to instead of it only being a 
'trick',...then we ought to not be pretending it isn't important. 
 
Pastor 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Walter Kyle, Sue McCabe, Kaylee Gallagher, Jennifer Acker, Ed Lustenberg, Christopher Dall, Pat Gagnon, Vivian 
Sislian, Melanie Vara, James Kelly, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa Rossi, Rev. Howard 
Weidemoyer, Megan More, Sal Suppa, Pamela Ketchum, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian 
Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Cole, Sue & Dick Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, 
and the family of Bud McKnight. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AUSTEN BLAIR (BUD) McKNIGHT, JR.  1942 - 2019 

Austen (Bud) McKnight, a long time member of Good Shepherd Church, died on Friday October 18 at 
home. He was 77 years old. He was born in Jersey City but lived in the Middletown-Lincroft area for many 
years. He enlisted in the United States Coast Guard Reserve where he served as a fireman, was a 
member of the Lincroft Fire Company for 52 years, received a "key to the city" for 50 years of service in 
2017 and was honored when June 19, 2017 was named "Bud McKnight Day" in Middletown. 
 
He worked in New York for Whittiker Paper Company, was the owner of the Bud McKnight Drapery 
Company for 56 years and was Director for "We Care Adult Care" in Middletown. 
 
He is survived by a brother, William McKnight, his wife of 56 years, Gayle Beebe McKnight, four children, 
Stacey, Bryan, Allison and Austin III, twelve grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 
 
A memorial service took place on Friday October 25 at 10 AM at Good Shepherd Church followed by 
interment at Woodbine Cemetery in Oceanport, New Jersey. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thank You     from the council 
Some members are not able to attend church on Sundays due to illness or having moved away.   Yet they continue to 
remember us with their generous contributions during the year.   Since we don’t get to see them on a weekly basis, 
we like to say a special thank you to them for their support of Good Shepherd and we want them to know we 
remember them in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Matthew 6:19-21    “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Super-duper Effort Award 

Goes to Paul Kraus who has taken on the job of beautifying and repairing much of the landscape around the church 
entrance and memorial garden.   In the memorial garden he removed and reset all the pavers and put in new wood 
restraining runners to keep everything in line.   He and Janice will soon be heading to their place in  Marathon Key 
in Florida.   Safe travels…. and THANK YOU!   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

‘Tis the Season for Giving and Sharing 
German School Students Celebrate the Festival of Lanterns on November 7 

and St. Nicolas Day on December 9 
 
 If you happen to see a parade of vibrantly colored lanterns around the church property in the early evening of 
November 7, don’t be concerned.  These little lanterns are the bright creations of our German Language School 
students, who will have crafted their lights with upcycled cardboard, shiny translucent colored papers and a small tea 



light.  The event celebrates the good deed of St. Martin, who was traveling on a road on a cold night saw a beggar 
on the roadside and tore his cloak in half to share with the beggar.  Students often craft lanterns and beg for treats on 
St Martins Day, November 11, The tradition of begging for gifts in the form of cakes and sweets is akin to the trick 
or treating American children do during Halloween.  The twist on this tradition is the singing of songs and lantern 
parades in the dusk throughout villages and communities in Germany and Austria, as well as The Netherlands and 
Poland. 
 
To kick off the holiday season the German Language School will also host its annual Christmas Party on December 
8, where students gather to celebrate St. Nicolas Day.  St. Nicolas arrives on December 6 in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, to fill children’s’ shoes left outside their door.  Parents typically give small gifts, citrus fruits, chocolates 
and candies. The German School will host an afternoon holiday luncheon in Frank Hall with a special visit from our 
multi-lingual St. Nicolas. Students also participate in a Nativity Play and sing German Christmas Carols. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

KIM WEHRLI RECEIVES JOURNEY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
We ran an article in last month’s Voice, but didn’t have a picture then.  Here it is ---- 
Kim Wehrli was recognized by "Partnerships With People" with their  "Journey Achievement 
Award"  from the Community Supports Program at the second annual Achievement Awards 
Meeting on September 5 at the Grand Centurian in Clark, New Jersey. 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
We will once again hold our Good Shepherd Christmas Party on Sunday December 15 at 5pm in Frank 
Hall.    Come have a great mean, sing some favorite Christmas carols and play some games.    

SEE YOU THERE. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd has a new email address. 
GoodShepherdHolmdel@yahoo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Contributions to date for Hurricane Dorian Disaster Relief in the Bahamas have totaled $595.   

Thanks to all who contributed. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

 
1. Through October the congregation provided food and supplies to the BAYSHORE LUNCH PROGRAM 
worth about $1,800. The BLP Sponsors sent approximately $2,300 to the kitchen for a total of $4.100. 
A  "BLP Wish List" is printed in the Sunday bulletin. Become a BLP Sponsor. 
 
2. The Social Ministry Committee accepted the request from Lunch Break in Red Bank to supply food and 
supplies for babies and young children to be used by their Client Choice Food Pantry. The collection will 
continue through the first week of November. 
 

Don't trust everything you see. 
Remember, salt looks just like sugar. 

 
3. A date to celebrate - November 4th marks Pastor Pete's fourth anniversary at Good Shepherd Church. 
Let's pray for many more. 
 
4. Happy birthday to our former Pastor Jack Elstad who will be 82 years old on the 29th of 
November,  happy birthday to Pat Schmidt, wife of our former pastor Ed Schmidt and to Bob Stetz who 
celebrates on the 11th. 
 

Wouldn't it be wonderful if you read a medicine bottle that said, 
 "WARNING - May cause permanent weight loss, remove wrinkles and increase energy." 

 
5. The "Good Shepherd Sextet" presented the offering anthem on Sunday October 6 while Diane and 
Andy Mathisen were traveling. 
 
6. Maureen Bartlett flew to San Francisco again to visit her "lively" grand kids.  
 

Ole - "What's the quickest way from here to Oslo?" 
Sven - "Are you walking or driving?" 

Ole - "I'm driving." 
Sven - "That's definitely the quickest way." 

 
7. John Dall attended the Giants - Vikings game on October 6 at the Meadowlands. By the way, John is a 
big Vikings fan and his team won. 
 
8. Congratulations to Mike Carp and his Crop Walk Crew. It was one of the largest groups ever sent by 
Good Shepherd and they raised over $1,700. The walkers included: 
Mike Carp, Lorenzo Gracia, Natalia Gracia, Rikki Gracia, Lorenzo Gracia, sr. , Deb Hutchinson, Pastor 
Pete Hutchinson, Diane Mathisen, Andy Mathisen, Karen Rajala and Kim Wherli. 
 

I thought it was the dryer that made my clothes shrink. 
Turns out it was the refrigerator. 

 



9. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd beanie to Paul Kraus for all the gardening he does around the 
Good Shepherd campus throughout the summer months. Thanks Paul. Paul and Janice will head for the 
Florida Keys during the first week of November and return just before Christmas. 
 
10. Bill Theune called to wish me a happy birthday and asked me to say "HI" to all his friends at Good 
Shepherd. Bill lives in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
 

A journalist assigned to the Jerusalem bureau took an apartment overlooking the Wailing Wall. 
Every day when she looked out the window, she saw an old Jewish man praying vigorously. 

So, one day she went to the Wall and introduced herself to the man. She asked him, "You come everyday 
to the wall. How long have 

you been doing that and what are you praying for?" 
The old man replied, "I have come here to pray every day for 25 years. In the morning I pray for world 

peace and for the brotherhood of man. 
I go home, have a cup of tea and I return to pray for the eradication of illness and disease. 

The journalist is amazed. "How does it make you feel to come here everyday for 25 years to pray for 
those things?" she asked. 

The old man looked at her sadly, "Like I'm talking to a wall.". (John Crump) 
 

11. Walter Kyle is home recuperating after a week in the hospital. Hang in there Walt. 
 
12. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd fedora to John McCord and Andy Mathisen for taking a huge 
load of styrofoam to the recycling center. 
 

For chemists, alcohol is not a problem. 
It's a solution. 

 
13. The congregation welcomed Pastor Dean Brown and wife Anne to the worship service on Sunday 
October 13. Pastor Brown is Assistant to the Bishop. 
 
14. Thanks to David Kim who presented his Prelude cello offering, "Thanks Be To Thee" with his mother 
Miae Park at the organ on Sunday October 13. Beautiful music. 
 
The Pastor was helping a young bride-to-be plan for her wedding and asked if there would be a receiving 

line at the church.  
He asked her, "Are you planning to shake hands in the narthex after the ceremony?" 

She replied, "Well, no...I hope he will kiss me at the altar." 
 

15. At Bud McKnight's memorial service on Friday October 18 there were bagpipes, a caravan of fire 
trucks with flashing lights and police cars with flashing lights. Bud was involved with fire fighting for many 
years and was Fire Chief in the local area.  
 
16. Maureen Bartlett attended the wedding of her brother's son in Virginia on Saturday October 19. 
 

Our mountains aren't just funny, they're hill areas. 
 

17. There was an abundance of red through the congregation on Reformation Sunday - October 27. 
 
18. The Good Shepherd Bell Choir made their 2019-2020 season debut on Reformation Sunday playing 
with a great rendition of "A Mighty Fortress". Under the baton of Miae Park, the Bell Choir includes : 
Stephanie Dall, Deb Hutchinson, Diane Mathisen, Andy Mathisen, Trudy Miller, Charlie Miller, Karen 
Rajala and Holly Wilgus. -We're looking forward to more and soon. 
 

HEADLINE - ENERGIZER BUNNY ARRESTED - CHARGED WITH BATTERY 
 



19. Nancy Fitch sends greetings to the congregation from Willow Street, Pennsylvania where she now 
lives. 
 
20. Stephanie and John Dall spent the week of October 20 in Florida at Disneyworld.  
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Sing unto the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things. 

 
Choir's Offering Anthems 

4. October 6 - "I Worship You, Almighty God" - Mary McDonald 
5. October 13 -  "Now Thank We All Our God" - J. S.Bach 

Accompanied by David Kim, cello 
6. October 20 - "I Will Lift Up My Eyes" - Stan Pethel 

7. October 27 - "Our Dwelling Place" - Victor C. Johnson 
 

Postlude Offerings by Miae Park 
October 6 - "March Pontificale" - J. Lemmens 

October 13 - "Now Thank We All Our God" - S. Karg-Elert 
October 20 - "Praise Him With Trumpet" - R, Blake 
October 27 - "Allegro Vivace" - Felix Mendelssohn 

 
 - The choir thanks David Kim for accompanying the October 13 anthem and for all his musical 
contribution to our worship. 
 - The choir congratulates the members of the Good Shepherd Bell Choir on their 2019 - 2020 debut on 
Reformation Sunday. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For	your	calendar	---	
Every Sunday    --- 10:00 - Service  
Every Thursday  ---  7:30 - Choir Practice (except Thanksgiving) 
Monday    November 11,   6:30 - Council Meeting 
Monday    November 18,   7:30 - Compassionate Friends 
 
 

 


