
 
SHOCK GOD and OTHERS WITH an ATTITUDE of GRATITUDE 
 
Here is today's message based on Luke 17: 11-19 and 2 Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15 
 
 
 

There is the story of a man who played a lottery ticket and won $10 million dollars. 
Before he found out his wife saw it and was concerned how the news might effect him. 
The man’s health had not been good and his wife feared the surprise and shock of winning so much 
money might give him a heart attack and maybe die. 
So she called her pastor and asked his advice. 
He suggested they come in together that day and he would gently tell the man he won. 
 
When they met at the church, the pastor quietly told the man that God had blessed him with $10 million 
in winnings from the lottery. 
The man paused a moment and said;..’Pastor. I am so grateful that want to give $5 million to the 
church’. 
At with that, the pastor had a heart attack and died. 
 
 
 
it can shock many of us when people show their gratefulness and appreciation. 
My father once told me to never expect people to exhibit gratitude to you. 
If they are appreciative, then be you’ll pleasantly surprised (or even shocked!). 
 
People tend to often take it for granted when something good comes to them. 
We forget that that most of the blessings we’ve been given are not our own doing. 
We tend to forget to thank God and others who’ve helped provide all that we have. 
But Jesus reminds us that he wants us to develop an attitude of gratitude. 
 
In today’s Gospel lesson we hear about Jesus (that is to say, God) healing ten lepers. 
Knowing how contagious leprosy is, the ten lepers had kept their distance from Jesus. 
But their belief in Jesus made them boldly cried out;… ‘Jesus!  Have mercy on us!’  
 
Yet, after they are miraculously cured of their disease, only one returns to say ‘thanks’. 
And he was, as Jesus says, “a Samaritan”;…. that is, a foreigner. 
Jesus then laments how the other nine didn’t bother to do so. 
Again, we see people not appreciating their blessings and gifts, especially from God. 
 
Now, it’s true we often hear stories about how much Jesus appreciated great faith. 
And those lepers exhibited great faith in Jesus’ compassion and power to heal them. 
But we also hear his disappointment in the fact that most of them were not grateful. 
Whether or not he expected thankfulness,… he wasn’t pleased they failed to do that. 
He was disappointed that they didn’t have an attitude of gratitude. 
 
We also heard a similar, but different, story in 2Kings from the Old Testament. 
That story was about the military leader Naaman who also had leprosy. 
In his desperation he figured he had nothing to lose asking the prophet, Elisha for help. 
With just that little bit of faith, Naaman was even willing to venture to a foreign land to give the prophet in 
Israel a shot at healing him. 
But, unlike the lepers in Jesus’s story, Naaman also had some doubts.  



When he was told by the prophet, Elisha, to go dunk in the River Jordan, he questioned whether a puny 
river like the Jordan could be a source of his cure. 
There were, he surmised, other grander rivers in his land that could be used for healing. 
 
But, after he was surprisingly cured,… Naaman did what the nine lepers didn’t do. 
He was exceedingly grateful to the prophet and expressed his thankfulness. 
And, by doing so, he gave thanks to the God of Israel who indirectly had healed him. 
He didn’t have much faith to start, but his thankfulness is evidence that his faith grew. 
As Naaman’s faith grew it helped him to develop an attitude of gratitude. 
 
Now maybe Elisha and God were possibly surprised or shocked to see and hear it. 
Not only was Naaman a skeptic and doubter before God healed him, but he was a foreigner to the land 
and people whom God oversaw and blessed. 
Even though Naaman was an outsider, like the one leper who thanked Jesus, he gave thanks to the God 
he had come to believe in. 
 
You often see this among immigrants in our country’s history. 
Because they usually come from places that are oppressive or worse, they come here with a great faith 
in what our nation can offer them. 
The blessings they find are so overwhelming that this small kernel of faith helps them develop an attitude 
of gratitude, often greater than many native born people have. 
 
Think about it - don’t we all really feel good when someone says ‘Thanks!’? 
Aren’t we happier when we offer, or receive, a word or expression of appreciation? 
We might even be surprised or shocked when someone is grateful, but when our faith in that person is 
rewarded like that, a relationship can be born or grow stronger. 
 
Well that’s also the case with God when we say ‘Thanks’ for things. 
God, who knows human nature and failings, may not expect thankfulness from us. 
But when it comes, even if not expected, it will bring God happiness and make our relationship with God 
even stronger. 
 
So, if your faith has not always seemed so strong, maybe like Naaman’s was not,….. 
think about how many ways (especially unexpected ways) that you have been blessed. 
Have you been cured of some sort of ailment, like the lepers and Naaman? 
Are you on the road to recovery or healing from that or some other ailment? 
Have you or your family or loved ones had it good or come through ordeals in life? 
Have you benefitted from things that were not really your own doing along the way? 
Does our assurance from Jesus of a place in heaven cause us to be grateful to God? 
 
When we think about such things, that increases our faith in God. 
That then will help us turn back to Jesus, like the one leper, and maybe surprise God with an attitude of 
gratitude. 
We can surprise God by pausing now and then to say ‘thanks’.  
We can surprise God by showing our gratefulness in how we live life and by giving to the church or to a 
charity. 
God probably won’t be drop dead shocked by it,…but will sure be pleasantly surprised 
 
Amen 
 


