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Message from the Pastor 
Summer will soon be upon us and, for most churches, that means worship attendance drops some along with 
less activity in every other area of church life. 
People go on vacation and travel to visit relatives or just get out of the Sunday worship habit a little bit.  I get it. 
 Been there, done that (before becoming a pastor, of course). 
But one of the things that accompanies this drop off is the inevitable drop off in giving. 
At Good Shepherd we have been doing very well for the most part in this area.  However, recently, even before 
summer arrives, we've had a bit of a drop off in offerings. 
 
Now, I have never been a pastor who is at ease talking about this subject.    But I have done so and will try to, 
briefly, in this piece for the Voice this month. 
 
There are several bible verses that speak to me (and I hope also to you) and help typify my approach to 
stewardship.   The first and foremost one comes from Psalm 24:1 - "The earth and everything in it, the world 
and all it's inhabitants, belong to the Lord". 
This reminds me that all I have is a gift from God.   For those who try to champion their own efforts and 
accomplishments and say that they worked for all they have and deserve to keep it all, miss this significant point 
about who actually is in control.   Much of what I have is not only from God but is from being born in a place of 
advantage and privilege compared to most of the people in the world.    
 
The second verse, which follows up to that, is from Proverbs 3:9 which says "Honor the Lord with your 
possessions and with the first produce of your harvest". 
This means that, although we have worked hard to get what we have, we honor the fact that it is ours by the 
grace of God who enables us to have all that we do by returning a thankful portion to God.   
So giving back to God and, thus, to the least of the world is the least I can do to say 'thanks' to and honor God 
as well as help those Jesus called us to help. 
 
Last, but not least, is what the apostle Paul wrote in 2nd Corinthians 9:7 to help church members develop a 
spirit of generosity.   He told them "Each one should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
out of regret or compulsion.  For God loves a cheerful giver". 
Many clergy and stewardship teams run programs which, to a large degree, drift into the guilt and obligation 
aspect of giving.   I never liked that and, according to scripture, I don't think God likes that approach either. 
 Paul here reminds his new church that their generosity should come from their happiness and love towards 
God that is within their hearts.   For it is from there, and not guilt, that the most generous and happy giver 
donates their time, talents and treasure.    
 
If I can help you become a happier giver, or to see that we honor God in our giving, or to better accept that all 
we have comes from God;... give me a call or drop me a note.  I will do my best to help.   But my wisdom only 
comes from the wisdom of scripture that God also gave to us on this subject. 
 
Amen……………….Pastor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each week at 
worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact the pastor by 
phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Garry Westerweller, John Dall Jr., Janice Kraus, Pat Schmidt, Sal Suppa, Ron Hicks, Mack 
Scott, Bob Fulmer, Michael Gagnon, Ken Dixon, Teri Miniti, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, 
Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick & Sue Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, Cole Alberti, 
George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Elyse Novak, Marian Williamson 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Pastor Pete has moved.   Please make a note of his new phone #   732-455-8554 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS BENEFIT FROM CONCERT 

by Gil Vatter 
 

Miae Park, Minister of Music at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, will continue her spring concert tradition 
on Sunday June 3 at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary of Good Shepherd.  
 
This year's concert is being presented for the benefit of the international organization, Doctors Without Borders, 
well known for their efforts to provide medical care in acute crises and raising international awareness to 
potential humanitarian disasters. During 2015, more than 30,000 specialists, mostly local physicians, nurses 
and other medical professionals, provided aid in over 70 countries around the world. Vaccination campaigns are 
a major part of their crusade against death from diphtheria, malaria, polio, cholera and others. Local nutrition, 
clean water and sanitation also are just as important to the improvement of the areas in which they are 
working.  
 
All the funds collected from the concert will be sent to Doctors Without Borders to help in their world wide effort 
to improve conditions for those who are most in need of medical assistance. 
 

 
The June 3 program will feature three local young people;  Joyce Lee, age 14, violin, from Biotechnology High 
School,  David Kim, age 15, cello, from Freehold High School and Jonathan Hong, age 16, piano, from 
Freehold High School.  
 
The young musicians will offer a varied program of classical music, including, J. S. Bach's "Gigue", Beethoven's 
"Piano Sonata", Dvorak's "Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104", Kreisler's "Liebeslied", Vieuxtemps's "Violin 
Concerto No. 4", Haydn's "Piano Trio in G major" and Beethoven's "Piano Trio in D major". 
 
Refreshments will be served in the narthex of the church following the concert.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
New Jersey Synod Assembly Report        by Pastor Pete 
 
On Friday, May 11, Pastor and Andy Mathisen attended the New Jersey Synod's 31st annual 
assembly as representatives of The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.  Churches from 
ELCA Lutheran churches throughout New Jersey were present for the two day event. 



Activities began with worship, which for the first time, went on throughout the event.   
Previously, worship was completed early in the morning and then activities of a business 
nature went on after that.  However, this time, worship continued off and on during the whole 
day's events. 
 
Those events included noting and honoring of churches with significant anniversaries (we 
were one of those last year) along with recognition of pastors who had ordination 
anniversaries of a considerable number of years as well as observance of a memorial 
moment to remember clergy who have died in the past year. 
 
We also heard a message from the ELCA representative from the Church's main office in 
Chicago and an amusing stewardship presentation from Synod staff.  One of the main 
focuses this year was addressing hunger.   The Bishop laid down a challenge for churches to 
up their giving for hunger relief and there was even an anonymous donor who would match 
churches who gave for the first time with a $500 gift towards this.   Our church has been 
supporting this cause for years but maybe we want to do more? 
 
We were also given a breakdown of what moneys sent from local churches to the Synod 
goes for.   For each dollar, about half goes to the ELCA to support its various ministries, 
including things like hunger relief.  Another 15% goes to help strengthen congregations with 
resources from the Bishop's office.  An additional 12% is used to find and support leaders 
within churches to help guide them in their ministry. 
 
Finally, the gathering voted for resolutions calling for gun safety areas in and around our 
churches and for protection of immigrants seeking citizenship.  Plus, as part of our time 
there, both Andy and Pastor got a chance to catch up with some old acquaintances. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Council Meeting, May 14, 2018 - 6:30PM 
Attendees: John Crump, John Dall, Stephanie Dall, Clem Hergenhan, & Pastor Pete. 
Congregation Members are invited to participate, or simply observe. 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - John Dall. 
Devotions - Pastor Pete --  Daniel 3:8 – Daniel, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace.  Holdfast 
to your faith!!! 
Approve previous meeting minutes.  Approve treasurer’s report.   Stephanie put article in Voice and 
we will periodically do updates to keep congregation informed.   Currently we are about $4,000 down 
in member giving. 
 
REPORTS 
Pastor - It was a slow month, I was sick for several weeks and then moving  April 28.  Held service for 
Lois Reitz. On property day cleaned out office.   Confirmation finished for the year.   Andy & Pastor 
went to synod assembly end of April.   
President  - John Dall  - Attendance continues to be in line with historical volumes.  The effort to 
“Beautify the Sanctuary” has begun with the addition of the eternal candle installed on property day by 
Glenn Hoffman. 
Creation Care  – Steve Miller - no report 
Outreach/evangelism/cards - Sue Alberti - keeps pastor updated on activities.     
Social Ministry  - Gil Vatter  -  Social Ministry Committee activity ---   $5,700 - Grand Total YTD 
COG - Rikki Garcia -  Here is an update on our donations to date for our pantry donation due 
June.16th, which is when I will deliver to the COG Calico Cat Pantry. So far we have enough cleaning 
and personal care items for 12 orders so we are over the halfway point.  We still need to continue to 
ask our congregation to remember our local families in need when they are doing their shopping. Most 



needed is tissue boxes, plastic wrap and liquid kitchen/bathroom cleaner, and bars of soap. We still 
need the other items but can double up on the above.  
Property -  John Dall - Great property day turn out.  Thanks to Jamie Antonacci, John Crump, 
Stephanie Dall, Doreen & Glenn Hoffman, Keith & Dora Howard, Pastor Hutchinson, Paul Kraus and 
son and Andy Mathisen for coming out to pitch in. 
Fire alarm inspection failed due to several emergency and exit light battery backup power failures. 
These are being remedied and will pass on re-inspection. The fire inspector has requested that we plan 
an upgrade to the exit system lighting to take advantage of low maintenance higher performing LED 
technology.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

• PR for Miae’s concert on June 3.   Sent to local publication where thought advisable.     Also 
emailed to high school music depts.      DONE 

• New Eternal Flame in sanctuary - put up on work day.   Funded from Ladies Luncheon monies.   
Thank you to Nancy Hergenhan for getting us such a great deal on purchase.     New 
banners/paraments are being ordered and will be funded from memorial funds.      DONE 

• Update on Direct Install, thermostats etc. (John D).    Got the report.   11k for 37k of work .    
Motion made and passed to proceed with work.   Update? Steve Miller sent a few questions to 
the contact at Direct Install.  Have not heard back.  John D will chase the response.  Still 
chasing!  

• Discussion of rearranging sanctuary seating.   Will try different configurations over the 
summer.    What should we do with kneeling benches which we don’t use and will probably 
need the space to store chairs?   Pastor will check with Diane Mathisen as her father, Bill, 
made them for the church years ago. 

• web site update.  New site is pointed at and working.    Doreen has also changed things on site 
so there are 2 of us who can update it.   Looking for anyone in congregation who wants to 
participate as webmaster. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Steve Miller requests use of Frank Hall on the evening of June 7th for a conference on climate 

change.  We said OK.    We think Little Chiefs is done by then but John D will check and let 
Steve know so he knows when he can get in for setup and what he has to put back for next 
morning.  

MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer 
Next meeting 6:30 on June 11 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
 
1. Congratulations and best wishes to Deb and Pastor Pete who moved into their new home on Monday May 7. 
It's about 20 to 30 minutes closer to the church. 
 
2. A new "eternal flame" has been installed at the front of the sanctuary. It was donated by the Women's 
Luncheon Group and was dedicated on Sunday May 6. 
 

Humpty - Dumpty had a great fall...... 
(which helps make up for his awful summer) 

 



3. The congregation bid a sad farewell to Charter Member Nancy Fitch on Sunday May 6 at a reception after 
the worship service. Nancy is moving to "Willow Valley", a retirement facility near Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Many of Nancy's family were present to take part in the day. 
 
4. The congregation has sent more than 670 cans of food to the Bayshore Lunch Program in Keyport through 
early May. Don't forget your needy neighbors when you do your weekly grocery shopping. 
 

Ole - "What do you call a fake noodle?" 
Sven - "I don't know. What do you call it?" 

Ole - "An impasta." 
 

5. Happy birthday to Maggie Harris (Debbie and John Blackburn's granddaughter), Shirley Jackson, Diane 
Mathisen  and daughter Rachel Mathisen Fink. A special shout-out to my old buddy Walter Kyle who turned 95 
on May 23rd. Hang in there, Walt. 
 
6. Gramma Maureen Bartlett traveled to San Francisco in early May to spend time with daughter Becky and 
son-in-law Bob.and to help celebrate the second birthday of granddaughter Lilah. 
 

Howcome you never see a newspaper headline - 
PSYCHIC WINS LOTTERY 

 
7. The Bayshore Lunch Program Sponsors have already sent over $1,000 in cash to the Keyport kitchen. 
Thanks to everyone who is a part of the project. If you want to add your name to the list, see me or Pastor Pete. 
Do your part to help feed the hungry. 
 
8. Both Pastor Pete's sermon and prayer of the church were in rhyme on Sunday May 13. Looks like we have 
two poet laureates, Garry. 
 

Several fonts walked into a bar. "Get out of here", shouted the bartender. 
"We don't serve your type in here." 

 
9. Thanks to Joyce Spadoro, who substituted for Miae Park on Sunday May 20 while she was attending son 
Jonathan's graduation from Carnegie-Mellon in Pittsburgh. Congratulations, Jon. 
 
10. Diane and Andy Mathisen returned from a choral trip to Costa Rica  with the Wagner Collage Choir on 
Thursday May 24, just in time to attend the final rehearsal of the Good Shepherd Choir and annual indoor picnic 
at Miae Park's home in Marlboro. (We had a great evening). Thanks Miae. 
 

What's the difference between a hippo and a Zippo? 
A hippo is really heavy and a Zippo is a little lighter. 

 
11. Trudy and Charlie Miller traveled to Boston to attend the graduation of grandson C. J. from Berklee College. 
Congrats to C. J. and all the MIllers. 
 
12. Don't forget about the COG Pantry collection of personal and household products. Good Shepherd is 
responsible for the month of June. 
 

Did you hear about the guy who invented Tic-Tacs? 
They say he made a mint. 

 
13. Janice Kraus had a carpel tunnel procedure to improve the feeling in her hands in late May.  
 
14. Our neighboring mosque is offering "A Taste of Islam" in early June, which includes a tour of the facility, a Q 
and A session and food from all areas of the Middle East. All are invited. 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH ON SUNDAY 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Lord, use our voices. Lord, use our hands. Lord, use our lives. We are an offering 

 



May Anthems 
Sunday May 6 - "You Shall Love Your God" - J. Herman 

Sunday May 13 - "We Are One, Lord" - Stan Pathel 
Sunday May 27 - "Forever Blest is He" - G. F. Handel 

 
May Postludes 

Sunday May 6 - "Processional" - A. V. Fedak 
Sunday May 13 - "Postludium" - G. Gordon 

Sunday May 27 - "All Hail the Power" - R. W. Thygerson 
 

The Choir thanks Miae Park for hosting the final rehearsal of the season, combined with the annual indoor Choir 
picnic at her home.  

 
The 2017 - 2018 Choir season ended on Sunday May 27. During the season, the Choir offered thirty one 
anthems to enhance the worship services at Good Shepherd Church. Choir rehearsals will begin again in 
September and is open to everyone. The Choir thanks Miae Park for her musical leadership during the past 
season. 
 
Please mark your calendar - Miae Park's annual spring concert to benefit "Doctors Without Borders" will be 
presented on Sunday June 3 at 3:00 [m on the sanctuary of the church. Please plan to attend. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Every Sunday    --- 10:00 - Service and Childrens Church 
   
SUNDAY June 3   3:00 MIAE CONCERT for Doctors Without Borders 
MONDAY June 11  6:30 Council Mtg 
MONDAY June 18  7:30 Compassionate Friends 


