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Message from the Pastor  
We all love our children and, even if we don't have children, we can imagine what that kind of love is like. 
It's been said that 'you are as happy as your unhappiest child', meaning, that we live and die with their 
fortunes. 
 
So, the other day, when my son texted me to say that he was rejected for a job he thought he had, I felt 
his pain. 
He has been a successful salesperson in pharmaceuticals for a good many years. 
He has received accolades and promotions and, not just because he is my offspring, but I know he is 
good at what he does. 
 
A few months ago he was chosen to be hired at a company that was expanding their market.  He was 
thrilled to be on board in that company and fully believed in the product (an important aspect of 
sales).  Unfortunately, a competing company had argued that they had previously secured the patent for 
this product.   Unbelievably (according to the company that offered my son the job) the FDA turned about 
face and recognized that patent, thus ending the expansion of the product and, consequently, his job 
offer. 
This most recent job interview process had him 'rounding third and heading for home' after he spoke with 
the CEO to finalize what he thought was a sure offer to come. 
It was not to be. 
 
In commiserating with him, I couldn't help but try to console him some. 
That is, of course, the parent in me coming out.   We all want to help minimize the hurt or pain our 
children suffer. 
I empathized with his frustration and told him of similar experiences I had had many years ago. 
But the pastor in me came around, as almost always, to the resurrection of Jesus story. 
No, I didn't tell him the Easter tale and equate some sort of analogy to his future employment hopes. 
But I did mention, albeit in indirect ways, that idea of having hope for the future.   
While I gave it in practical terms, I think the concept is rooted in our, maybe even subconscious, thinking 
about the Resurrection. 
 
That's the Easter story, once again, at work in our lives. 
Whether it's having to face being rejected for a new job or the loss of a current job. 
Whether it's dealing with a financial calamity or just a tight money squeeze at the time. 
Whether it's about a divorce or a death,... the resurrection story of the power of God to save, rings true 
and gives hope for all things. 
it's a story that's a big part of our church talk, for sure.    
But it's also an idea that transcends and applies to all of life whenever we need some hope in whatever 
circumstances we find ourselves. 
 
Amen 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Vivian Sislian, Melanie Vara, Herb Kuhl, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa Rossi, Kaylin 
D'Elia, Megan More, Pamela Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, 
Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick & Sue Alberti and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George 
Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer, James Kelly 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SCHULFEST --- Thursday May 9th 

Don’t be surprised when you see Frank Hall all abuzz on May 9th.  It’s the end of the German Language 
School’s program, for the summer and the kids are getting ready for Schulfest - an afternoon of 
performances, music and dance, followed by refreshments and pizza party on the church grounds ... 
weather permitting.  Little ones will perform their favorite songs, while middle schoolers may show off their 
new-found skills in a play, and teens turn to tech by producing a video. Even the adults get into the act 
with their own rousing performance.  Everyone ends the afternoon with the year-end song, “Die Schule ist 
aus.”  Feel free to pop in to learn more and visit the website www.njlearnsgerman.org to read about the 
program and upcoming events. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PROPERTY WORK DAY AT CHURCH 
Saturday May 4, 9:30 to 1:30 

 
All can contribute.  Work will be both inside and outside.   All materials will be provided just wear work clothes, 
work gloves.  Refreshments will be provided.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
To the editor of the "Shepherd's Voice" : 
Dear sir, 

 
In a recent issue of the "Voice", a reader from Florida commented on the remarks made about him in the 
"Around the Parish" feature.  
We value the comments and criticism from our readers and wish to address his concerns about the 
content of the article in question. 

 
To do so, I have elected to employ a rhyming format, which, I think you will agree, will both answer the 
concerns of our reader and, at the same time, provide a benchmark for future columns. Thank you. 

 
Your faithful scribe, 
Gil Vatter 

 
We are of good cheer, we rejoice. 
An epistle was penned to the "Voice". 
It was written to mention 
A bone of contention, 
Re the "Parish" producer's poor choice. 
 
The reader from far, far away, 
Decided that he ought to say, 
"I'm still on two feet, 
I'm robust and fleet  
And I challenge the world everyday." 
 

Well, the "Parish" reported to you,  
The fable that he's "one-oh-two". 
I have to admit 
I stretched things a bit, 
His years were too high (by a few). 
 
So, here's my repentant decree,  
You never will need ESP. 
When a birthday comes due,  
The age will be true. 
No "fake news" is coming from me. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 



MIAE PARK PESENTS 10TH ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT 
 

 
 

Good Shepherd's Minister of Music, Miae Park has announced the tenth in her series of spring concerts, 
presented to benefit both local and world-wide  charities. The 2019 concert will be held on Sunday June 2 
at 3:00 pm in the sanctuary of the church. Those attending will be asked to contribute to the Arc of 
Monmouth, a non profit  Monmouth County organization formed to provide services and support for more 
than 1,600 people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in our area. 
 
The concert will feature three local musicians playing the music of Bach, Schubert, Elgar, Schumann, 
Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Prokoviev. The performers include Ethan Jeon, a junior at Yorktown High 
School and the Manhattan School of Music Precollege Division, piano;  Austin Lee, a junior at the 
Delbarton School in New Jersey, violin;  and David Kim, a 16 year old in the Medical Sciences program at 
Freehold High School, cello.  All three of the young artists are prize winning musicians and perform in 
various musical organizations in and around the New York area. 
 
You can find out more about the musicians at our website www.goodshepherdholmdel.org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COG Items Needed --   Thank you for your March & April donations for this fundraiser program.  For 
May I will be collecting the following household/personal care items for our 22 selected COG families that 
need a little extra help with supplies.       Thank you for putting the extra items in your shopping carts. 
 
May COG donation requests: 

•       plastic wrap /cling wrap 
•       liquid kitchen or bathroom cleaner (no clorox) 
•       Shampoo bottles 



•       liquid dish detergent 
•       liquid laundry detergent 

I will also have a poster listing the cause and weekly items to be collected in the Narthex. 
Our donation delivery month is June to the Calico Cat Food Pantry.   
Kind regards,       Rikki Gracia  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
 
1. It seems that spring has finally arrived at Good Shepherd, as April wanes. Temperatures are rising, 
despite the continuous rain and our stand of Bartlett Pear trees are blooming right on schedule. 
 
2. If you haven't done so, please mark your calendar now - Miae Park's spring concert is scheduled for 
Sunday June 2 at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary. Come for an afternoon of wonderful music. 
 
(With apologies to Dean Martin) - "If you're down by the sea and an eel bites your knee - that's a moray." 

 
3. Happy birthday to Cole and Anthony Alberti, Hannah Oberkehr, Jason Medling, Leilah Nichols and 
Miae Park. 
 
4. Congrats to our former Pastor Jack Elstad who is celebrating the anniversary of his ordination in May. 
 

Is irony the opposite of wrinkly? 
 

5. The congregation has sent over $1,400 in cash and supplies to the BAYSHORE LUNCH PROGRAM 
through April. Thanks to all who contributed. 
 
6. Happy Wedding Anniversary to Sue and Dick Alberti, Dora and Kieth Howard, Becky and  Tom Nichols, 
Lou and Elaine Medici and Patty and yours truly will mark number 62. 
 

He who laughs last - didn't get the joke in the first place. 
 

7. Dora and Kieth Howard vacationed in Aruba in april to celebrate their wedding anniversary - Dora's 
sister, Michelle, from Huston, Texas, was in church with the Howard kids on Sunday April 14. 
 
8. The congregation sang the Lord's Prayer throughout the Lenten period. 
 

We are in search of vegetable puns. 
If you see any, lettuce know. 

 
9. Debbie and Pastor Pete attended  a rock concert in Asbury Park  near the end pf March. 
 
10. Accountants Maureen Bartlett, Stephani and John Dall are breathing a sigh of relief as April 15 is 
history. 
 

Crushing soft drink cans is soda pressing. 
 

11. As always, the Palm Sunday service began in the narthex with everyone holding palms and 
processing up to the altar to an old familiar hymn. 
 
12. During the Palm Sunday service and afterward,  there were "craftsmen" all through the congregation 
folding palms to make crosses. 



 
A big shout-out to my fingers. 
I can always count on them. 

 
13. Another sure sign of spring - Janice and Paul Kraus are home from the Florida keys. 
 
14. Church volunteers took a van full of styrofoam to the recycling center at the end of April. 
 

I'm quite friendly with 25 letters of the alphabet. 
I don't know Y? 

 
15. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd tam to the Altar Guild for making the sanctuary so beautiful at 
Easter. 
 
16. Thanks to all the 12 families in the congregation who contributed white lilies to enhance the altar at 
Easter.  

Well, to be Frank, 
I'd have to change my first name. 

 
17. Ruth and Jack Elstad worshiped with us on Easter Sunday. 
 
18. Deb and Pastor Pete's son Chris, his wife Becky and daughter Hawk worshiped with us on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

An Exciting Cultural Experience for our Community – Consider becoming the host family for an 
extraordinary AFS Intercultural Exchange Student!  Holmdel families have been hosting for the past few years and 
having amazing life changing experiences! 
 
Fifteen-year-old Frida from Germany is helpful, reliable and humorous, she is very passionate about volunteerism. 
Frida's parents are both pastors of her local Lutheran church, she and her sister enjoy playing music at the church 
and volunteer to play for some of the older members. As the oldest child, she is careful, conscientious and 
supportive with her siblings, in addition to being well organized in her daily life. Her favorite hobbies are playing 
cello, dancing hip-hop/jazz, and running with her two dogs. In the future, Frida hopes to become a children's 
psychologist. She is so excited to share her culture and learn more about American culture. 

AFS Intercultural Programs has been bringing students to host families in New Jersey for over 50 years.  We 
welcome around 40 AFS students to NJ, during the school year, who become life-long family members of their host 
families. AFS students and their host families are personally well supported with enriching activities and a 
community of volunteers and other host families.   

Please consider giving your own family a once-in-a lifetime experience by sharing your life, culture and 
community with a brave and interesting teen while seeing your own life through an international perspective.  Time 
is of the essence. I'm a local volunteer who would love to share more about our students and the hosting experience 
and answer all your questions.       Call or text Alison 973-985-3583 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Council Meeting Summary, April 8 2019 - 6:30PM 
Attendees: John Dall, Stephanie Dall, John Crump, Clem Hergenhan, Pastor Pete, Andy Mathisen, Jamie 
Antonacci, Garry Westerweller, Doreen Hoffman 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - John Dall. 
Devotions - Pastor Pete -   Since it’s the season, I read a book “Baseball as a Road to God”.   One of the chapters 



talks about Faith and the 1973 Mets Tug McGraw saying “ya gotta believe”.   With that faith they climbed from last 
place at midseason to the NLEast championship, then beat Cincinatti’s Big Red Machine to go to the World Series, 
losing in game 7.  Faith was all they had - it’s part of the game. Faith is what we have - it’s part of our lives.  
“To one who has faith no explanation is needed; to one without, none is possible” ---  St Thomas Aquinas.  
	
Approve previous meeting minutes.    Approve treasurer’s report.   Note the shortfall of about $6,000 to our 
budget.   A message was placed in the Voice to this effect.	
	
REPORTS	
Pastor -  This past month included time away in Nashville and then Pittsburgh past week.  I have heard 
that Pastor Pat Medley did a fine job and was well received. 
Continued to do visits to shut in/homebound as well as hospital and rehabbing members.  Plan to see 
everyone following Easter and take Lilies to them all. 
Plans are set for Palm Sunday service where we'll all process in.  For Maundy Thursday with Holy 
Communion. New service for Good Friday that I hope all find meaningful.  Easter Sunday is set for that 
celebration. 
Confirmation class continues to go well and all students who will be confirmed on June 9 (Pentecost 
Sunday) will be attending the volunteer activity I have scheduled for May 2, Thursday evening, at the 
Fulfill Food Bank of Monmouth/Ocean Counties. 
Worship continues to be good but noticeable drop in attendance continues.   Mostly I think that can be 
explained, but I know offerings reflect this too. 
I have spoken with Miae about the Bells starting up again and she said she was glad to do that as soon 
as after Easter.  Will have to plan for a good time for that. 
Finally,... I coordinated the participation of our Financial Secretary, Stephanie Dall,  in the Synod EMU 
program which will feature reps from all different churches in a symposium on good church finances and 
practices.   Steph will be involved from our church in the May 11 event.	
Social Ministry  - Gil Vatter  - YTD Through March - $5,120  	
Property -  John Dall -   May 4 scheduled cleanup day and Clem, John Crump and Glenn Hoffman got a jump on 
some outdoor cleanup a week or so ago so outside looked a little nicer for Shirley’s memorial service.	
Worship and Music –  Andy Mathisen - Will work with Miae to get the bell choir going.   Aim for participation in 
June 9 confirmation service.	
	
OLD BUSINESS  	

• DONE - Change of address form given to post office.   We no longer have PO Box.   Mail will be 
forwarded for one year.   Little Chiefs has taken over ownership of the PO box. 

• Discussions with German School - meeting held Apr 4 - Clem, John & Stephanie.    New contract being 
worked on to be presented to council members for approval. 

• Energy audit progress - old audit path is at a dead end, we are unable to contact original 
auditor/contractor.   Doreen will see if we can restart process.  

• Advertise Miae’s concert.   John & Linda will place ad in Holmdel Journal.  Others will distribute concert 
flyer info to other churches, organizations.    Garry has flyers he can print for us or email to us for 
distribution.  

NEW BUSINESS	

• Furnace and water heater for Frank Hall.  John Dall will call in contractor he had a bid from.  He, Clem and 
Jamie to evaluate and make recommendation. 

• We approved a $100 donation to synod for EMU on the retirement of Scott Shatzenburg. 
• We received a written thank you from Holmdel First Aid squad for our donation. 

MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer at 7:21	
Next meeting 6:30 on May 13th.	
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
 



A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Oh, sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 

 
Choir's Offering Anthems 

 
36. April 7 - "Canticles of Love" - Hal Hopson 

37. April 14 - "My Jesus, I Love Thee" - Paul Rodriguez 
38. April 19 - "Eyes of Heaven" - Ruth Schram 

Accompanied by David Kim, cello 
39. April 21 - ""How Excellent is Thy Name" - G. F. Handel 
40. April 28 - "Celebrate! He is Risen" - Patrick Liebergen 

 
Miae Park's Postlude Offerings 

 
April 7 - "Moderato" - S. H. Bodenschatz 

April 14 - "Agnus Dei" - George Bizet 
April 21 - "Toccata" - M. Widor 

April 28 - :"A Joyous Alleluia" - Tom Birchwood 
 

- The choir thanks David Kim, cello, for accompanying "The Eyes of Heaven" at the  Good Friday service. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

 

 
 
"To be is to do"--Socrates 
"To do is to be"--Jean-Paul Sartre 
"Do be do be do"--Frank Sinatra 
“Scooby dooby do"--Scooby-Doo 
“Ooby Dooby” --Roy Orbison 
 
 
Like the Burma Shave road signs, 
you have to watch for each one…..

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	-	Service	
Every	Thursday		---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
Saturday	May	4,		9:30	-	1:30	Property	Work	Day	

Thursday	May	9,		5:00	–	7:00	German	School	year-end	celebration	
Monday	May	13,		6:30	-	Council	Meeting	

Monday	May	20,		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	


