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Message from the Pastor  
The year 2020 is upon us. 
How quickly the years tick by and it seems like just yesterday that we passed the millennium. 
So as we look ahead, let's take a moment to see if our vision forward is 20/20.  That is to say, that we 
see things as they really are and as we should. 
 
There is much in the news that tells us that the world appears to be 'going to hell in a handcart'. 
And I, for one, sometimes wonder just where the heck God is in all of this.  For all the good we hope and 
pray for each Sunday (and hopefully in normal daily lives), it can often feel like a losing proposition. 
 
But the truth of the matter is that the world is getting to be a better place by most objective standards. 
Throughout human history almost half of all children born would die in childhood.  As recent as 1950, 
27% if children died by the age of 15.  Today that number has dipped to 4%.  As recently as 1981, 42% 
of the world lived in "extreme poverty" as defined by the United Nations.   Today, that portion has 
plunged to 10%.  The number of people who are literate, who have access to electricity, and who receive 
piped water that is useable has never been higher.  Diseases and famines are all on the decline. 
 
Many attribute these things to the growth of capitalism and democracy in nations where those things 
never existed.  That may sound like American wishful thinking and jingoism, but the numbers don't lie 
and there seems to be a good bit of truth there.  But I like to think that there is a greater force at work 
beyond those impersonal things.  That the God whom we pray to in the name of Jesus Christ, had 
something to do with it.  Most the great improvements to people's lives were in large part accomplished, 
not just because of economic or political systems, but because other people cared and showed love. 
Love that may not look or sound all soft and fuzzy, but the kind of love that helps change people's lives 
for the better.   The kind of love that Jesus brought and said that God is. 
 
So let's look ahead to the New Year with hope for bettering all the things that are wrong. 
But to also see things as we should and as they are.   Better to begin with. 
 
Amen  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Sung Ok Hahm, Kurt Mathisen, Stephanie Hoffman, George Groh, Sue McCabe, Kaylee Gallagher, Jennifer Acker, 
Ed Lustenberg, Christopher Dall, Pat Gagnon, Bob & Vivian Sislian, Christian Savage, Melanie Vara, James Kelly, 
Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa Rossi, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer, Megan More, Sal Suppa, Pamela 
Ketchum, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Cole, Sue & 
Dick Alberti, Herb & Bunny Kuhl, Kevin & Danny McCord 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 



Winter Snow Closings  
In the event that winter weather causes us to have to cancel Sunday church services, we want to make sure everyone 
gets the word.  If you are on Pastor’s Sunday sermon email list you will receive an email.  If you receive the Voice 
by USmail, you will receive a phone call.  If you believe you are neither of these please let Pastor know and say how 
you’d like to be notified. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Our annual Congregation Meeting will be held immediately after service on Sunday, January 26, 2020.  
Please plan to attend this important event in our church life. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

GOOD SHEPHERD GREETS CHRISTMAS 
by Gil Vatter 

On Sunday December 15, a brisk fall evening, the Good Shepherd congregation met to begin the 
celebration of Christmas with fun, fellowship and food. Garry Westerweller, our genial master of 
ceremonies for the evening, welcomed everyone to the festivities with a special "Westeweller poem" 
which also invited everyone to join in singing some of the traditional carols of the season. As usual, the 
carols were accompanied by the "Old Piano Man", Dick Alberti, who has provided piano music for the 
parish party for so many years. 
 
Garry introduced a special Good Shepherd version of the television game, "Family Feud", which 
consisted of a contest between two teams made up of "Council Members"  and "Congregation Members". 
Amidst much laughter, the teams were challenged with questions, such as, "Name a movie with 'Santa' in 
the title", "Name a food you have for Christmas dinner" and "Name something you find at the North 
Pole".  The "Council Members" team won and each received a gift card. 
Next was the annual, dreaded Christmas Trivia Quiz.  M.C. Garry broke the crowd up into ten tables and 
distributed the 36 question challenge, which contained a variety of questions about Christmas and tested 
the general knowledge of every team. The winner was Table Three with a score of 28 correct out of a 
total of 36 and each member of the team was presented with a $5 Dunkin Donuts gift card.  
 
Pastor Pete offered Grace and a catered dinner followed with a wide variety of dishes from which to 
choose. After dinner, and before dessert, Garry presented, amidst much applause and lots of laughter, 
the 2019 GOOD SHEPHERD ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS. This year's awards were presented 
to : 
 

PAUL KRAUS - "Grounds Keeping Award" 
"In recognition of your hard work and talent and for keeping the grounds at 

Good Shepherd in beautiful shape. Thank you for your help throughout the year." 
 

MIKE CARP - "I'd Walk a Mile Award" 
"In recognition of your hard work and dedication that you exhibit in the area of 
Social Ministry and the amount of miles you've logged to assist the hungry in  

the annual Crop Walk. Thank you!" 
 

STEPHANIE DALL - "Helping Hands II Award" 
"Your work is so great, we thought we'd duplicate an award that you earned way back 

when. The dedication and grace that you share with this place merits all of our thanks, yet again." 
 

NANCY HERGENHAN - "Helping Hands II Award" 
"Your work is so great, we thought we'd duplicate an award you earned way back 

when. The dedication and grace you share with this place merits all of our thanks, yet again." 
 

DEB HUTCHINSON - "Above and Beyond Award" 
"On behalf of a grateful congregation, Council and, of course, your husband, thanks for 

stepping up and volunteering to take on the duties of Church Secretary. The contribution of 
your time and energy is greatly appreciated." 



 
MAUREEN BARTLETT'S COFFEE - "Barista Award" 

"All of us here at Good Shepherd know a good cup of coffee when we see one. so, in honor of' 
your coffee making skills, Good Shepherd would like to donate 10 cans of coffee to the  

BAYSHORE LUNCH PROGRAM in your name." 
 

Thanks for a wonderful evening goes to all who worked to prepare Frank Hall for the party, everyone who 
brought beverages, all those who decorated the room, those who helped clean up after the party ended, 
Dick Alberti and, especially, our thanks go to Garry Westerweller, who did so much, as he does every 
year, to make the 2019 Good Shepherd Christmas party a rousing success. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT GOOD SHEPHERD 
by Gil Vatter 

 
On a dry, cool December night, almost ninety people met to celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas Eve 
at Good Shepherd Church with a traditional communion, candle light service. The church was beautifully 
enhanced by the Altar Guild with evergreen wreaths and a tall decorated Christmas tree with the red of 
the many poinsettias plants contrasting with the background of the altar at the front of the church. The 
service followed what has been the customary liturgy at Good Shepherd for many years with joyous 
carols and readings from the prophet Isaiah and the story of the birth of the baby in the Gospel from Saint 
Luke.  
  
The Choir began the service with a Chorale Prelude, "One Holy Night" by Gilbert M. Martin and continued 
with the congregation singing "O Come, All Ye Faithful, "Angels We Have Heard on High", "Joy to the 
World", Hark the Herald Angels Sing" and  "Away in a Manger", interspersed with lessons, prayers and 
the Gospel, followed by Pastor Hutchinson's Christmas message. 
 
The Choir's offering music, "Be Born in Us", by Ruth Schram led into the communion, after which each 
candle held by a member of the congregation was lit and the sanctuary was darkened as everyone joined 
in singing the old German carol, "Silent Night, Holy Night" with the light of the candles gleaming through 
the unlit church.. The service ended with the return of light to the church, the Blessing by Pastor 
Hutchinson and the Christmas Postlude by Miae Park, "In Dulce Jubilo" by Gilbert M. Martin, as each 
person left Good Shepherd Church to begin preparations for their own family  celebration of the birth of 
Christ. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WALTER A. KYLE 1923 – 2019 
 

Walter Kyle, a Charter Member of Good Shepherd Church died at his home in Tinton Falls on Monday 
December 23. He was 96 years old.  He was born in Staten Island and resided in Holmdel for many 
years. He was an active member of the congregation and participated in many committees throughout the 
years. He was also a volunteer tax consultant during the tax season. 
 
He served in the United States Army during World War Two and was the recipient of the bronze Star 
medal for valor. Following his service, he attended and graduated from the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in Worcester, Mass. with a Bachelors degree. He was a Mechanical Engineer for Exxon until his 
retirement. 
 
He was preceded in death by his wife Gloria in 2003 and by his sisters, Irene and Marie. He is survived 
by a son, Bruce T. Keyl of The Plains, Virginia and a daughter, Pamela L. Kyle of Middletown.  
 
A memorial service will be held at Good Shepherd Church at a time and date to be announced. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Some notes from the Council Meeting on December 9  
 
Attendees: John Dall, Stephanie Dall, John Crump, Clem Hergenhan, Pastor Pete, Garry Westerweller, Jamie 
Antonacci, Andy Mathisen.  Also attending were Michael Carp and Michael Proksch. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 6:35    - John Dall 
Devotions - Pastor Pete - Pastor read today’s message from a devotional book he gave to last year’s confirmands.   
Jesus says “Walk with me.  No matter where I lead you.  As long as I am with you, don’t be afraid.  Be bold.”  As 
we step into the new year, this is a good time to heed this message.   As a church and council we must be ready to 
try new things.   Jesus will always be there beside us. 
 
Mike Carp reported on the recently ended Lunch Break collection and the Crop Walk (9 envelopes , $1755,  $440 
online).      Next project is global collection for farms.    Advent calendars on table in narthex.  COG angels tree is 
set up and most tags taken.   COG is also hoping for $999 for gifts.  Mike is working to put together a PowerPoint 
presentation for much of this that could go on website and be shown at church(?).    
 
Social Ministry  - Gil Vatter  - Social Ministry total through November is $14,150.  
 
Michael Proksch suggested several ways to market Good Shepherd.  His background is marketing.   Many offers to 
help.  Jamie suggested pictures of members might be useful.    A lively discussion followed with many suggestions; 
this needs to be pursued.   
          
Pastor will lead a service of carols and lessons on Jan 29, the Sunday after Christmas . 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer at.  7:38   
Next meeting 6:30 on Jan 6th             
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2019 Giving Statements will be available in January 2020. 
If you would like to receive yours via email rather than pick it up at church or having it sent to you in USMail, 
please let me know.  You can email me at clemhergenhan@gmail.com.   Include your envelope number with your 
email.   If you received it via email last year, I will send it via email this year so let me know if your email address 
changed.    --Clem Hergenhan 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thanks to all who donated Poinsettias for the Altar 
The Howard Family    In Honor of Our Parents 
Ann Bokalian & Rev. Dean Brown  In Honor of Our Loved Ones 
Dick & Sue Alberti    In Honor of Our Grandsons:   

Matt, Tommy, Anthony & Cole 
Doreen & Glenn Hoffmann   In Memory of Loved Ones 
The Vatter Family    In Memory of Loved Ones 
The C. Miller Family    To the Glory of God 
Paul & Janice Kraus    To God’s Glory 
John McCord     In Memory of Loved Ones 
Kathe DaGiau     In Memory of Loved Ones 
John Crump & Linda Burns   In Memory of Loved Ones 
Pastor & Debbie Hutchinson   In Memory of Loved Ones 
Bob Puglisi     In Memory of Ruth 
John & Stephanie Dall   In Memory of Loved Ones 
Nancy & Clem Hergenhan   In Memory of Loved Ones 
Herb and Bunny Kuhl    In Memory of Loved Ones 
Holly Wilgus     To the Glory of God 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
CHURCH COUNCIL AT BAT 

by (who else) Garry Westerweller 
 

The outlook wasn’t Brilliant as Good Shepherd started the day 
The Council members numbered nine, How many now would stay 
So many people moved away and many serve but one 
And many serve again each year, their work is never done.   
 
So the call goes out for volunteers to help our council crew 
But if the call falls on deaf ears, what would Good Shepherd do.  
So Hutchinson stepped up and said while smiling ear to ear 
“I’ll make my plea for some who’ll serve, from those who worship here” 
 
I’ll ask from those who worship here to join our Council’s core 
And once again I’ll ask the core to help and serve some more 
And much the way our savior, spread the word in Galilee 
I’ll ask the council members here, to share their history 
 
Then from the council members throats there rose a mighty yell 
It rumbled through the streets of town, it rattled in the dell 
Just an hour of your time each month, can start to pave to the way 
You’ll have some fun, and help the Church, and really save the day 
 
And if all the Council spots get filled, the sun would sure shine bright 
A new Church Council, now in place, would make people’s hearts feel light 
To have a thriving healthy Church, and handle business that’s at hand 
There needs to be more volunteers to get up and take a stand. 
 
So be it Council or Committee, or a day that’s there or here 
When asked to help don’t be afraid, there’s nothing here to fear 
I promise from experience you really will feel great 
If like Mighty Casey, in the poem, you step up to the plate.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

"For auld Lang syne, my dears, for auld lang syne, 
We'll take a cup of kindness yet, for auld lang syne." 

 
1. A very happy new Year to you and yours. May we all enjoy a healthy and happy 2020 and may Good 
Shepherd Church prosper and continue to promote the Gospel. 
 
2. ARE YOU A BAYSHORE LUNCH PROGRAM SPONSOR? 
 

Sign by a pond 
FROG PARKING ONLY 

ALL OTHERS WILL BE TOAD   
(John Crump) 

 



3. Happy Birthday to Pastor Pete, Kim Wehrli and former members Fred Oberkehr, Ellen Tehve and Bill 
Theune. 
 
4. Happy Anniversary to (our former Pastor) George and Lois Frank and former members Andy and 
Karen Lichter. 
 

Pastor George Frank reports that this sign was posted in front of their Florida church all summer - 
TOO HOT TO CHANGE SIGN 

SIN BAD - GOD GOOD 
DETAILS INSIDE 

 
5. Good Shepherd provided $6,150 in supplies, food and cash to the Bayshore Lunch Program in 2019. 
Thank you all very much. 
 
6. Pastor Pete began his first sermon of the Advent season with guest organist Judy Werner playing the 
Carly Simon hit, "Anticipation". 
 

The three hardest things for anyone to say are : 
1. I was wrong. 
2. I need help. 

3. Worcestershire sauce. 
 

7. Mike Carp presented Pastor Pete (who walked)  with a souvenir tee shirt from the 2019 CROP WALK 
during the Sunday December 1 service. Good Shepherd sent $2,055 in food and cash to this years Walk. 
 
8. Kurt Mathisen was injured by an automobile while riding his bicycle in Heidelberg, Germany. He had a 
pin installed in his right elbow and has a "Tommy John" scar as a souvenir of the accident. 
 

It's been a very strange day------- 
First I found a hat full of money - Then I was chased by an angry man with a guitar. 

 
9, The entire Proksch family, including brand new baby Lucas attended the Sunday December 1 service. 
 
10. Stephanie Hoffman had her ankle replaced and is rehabbing at home. 
 

I am shocked. I didn't think that therapists were supposed to 
say WOW! that many times during your first session. 

 
11. As always, Garry Westerweller invited the congregation to the 2019 Christmas party with one of his 
clever,  original verses at the December 1 service.  
 
12. Congratulations to David Kim. He has been accepted by Cornell University.  
 

E-mail to the Weather Bureau - 
"Sirs, I thought you would be interested to know that I just finished shoveling three feet of "partly cloudy" 

from my front steps." 
 

13. Michael Proksch's parents, from Leipzig, Germany, spent the holidays in New Jersey. Wilkomen! 
 
14. Big News!!! Kathe DaGiau and John McCord have set the date for their wedding - October 10, 2020 
-  a date which has significance for me too (I'll be 93 that day). Congratulations to Kathe and John. 
 

The sermon went on and on and the congregation grew more and more weary, 
Finally, the minister paused and asked, "What more, my friends, can I say?" 

From the back of the church a voice offered earnestly, "Amen!". 
 



15. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd fedora to everyone who made this Christmas season so 
special : The Pastor, The Altar Guild, the Choir, the Minister of Music, everyone who worked on the 
Christmas party and every family that provided a poinsettia.  Thank you all. 
 
16. Kirstin Mathisen has a new job with Catholic Charities in the Baltimore, Maryland area. Previously she 
was with Johns Hopkins University. 
 

Lena - (crying hysterically) - "I can't see you anymore. I'm not going to let you hurt me again like this." 
Personal Trainer - "It was just a push-up. You just did one lousy push-up." 

 
17. Trudy and Charlie Miller attended the Winter Concert at Jackson Memorial High School on Thursday 
December 19. Granddaughter Bella Miller participated and presented a solo on the marimba. 
 
18. Janice and Paul Kraus will make their annual pilgrimage to south Florida on January 6. 
 

As a child I watched the "Wizard of Oz" and wondered how someone without a brain could talk. 
Then I got Facebook. 

 
19, The entire Mathisen clan was home for Christmas - Kristen from Baltimore - Rachel from Georgia - 
Kurt from Heidelburg.  
 
20. Hawk Hutchinson and her family visited Good Shepherd for the Readings and Carols service on 
Sunday December 29.  
 

May the year 2020 bring peace on earth 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the new born king." 

 
Choir's Offering Anthems 

 
12. December 1 - "Even So Lord, Quickly Come" - Douglas C. Wagner 

13. December 8 - "Every Valley" - John N. Beck 
14. December 15 - "Comfort, Comfort" - John Ferguson 

15. December 22 - "There is No Rose" - Stephen Caracciolo 
16. December 24 - "One Holy Night" - Gilbert Martin 
17. December 24 - "Be Born in Us" - Ruth Schram 

 
Postlude Offerings by Miae Park 

 
December 1 - "In Thee is Gladness" - F. J. Hayden * 

December 8 - "Allegro: - G. F. Handel 
December 15 - "The Advent Chorale" - L. N. Porter 

December 22 - "The Golden Trumpet" - Edward Broughton 
December 24 - "In Dulce Jubilo" - G. M. Martin 
December 29 - "O Come All Ye Faithful" - Trad. 

* Played by Judith  Werner 
 

 - The choir welcomed Judith Werner as organist and choir director on Sunday December 1 as substitute 
for Miae Park. 
 
 - The choir thanks Kurt Mathisen who sang with the choir on Christmas Eve. 



 
 - The choir thanks Miae Park for her work throughout 2019 as she continued to lead the choir and 
provide an outstanding music program for the church. 
 
-The choir rehearses every Thursday evening at the church at 7:30 PM. Everyone is welcome to sing. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For	your	calendar	---	
Every Sunday    --- 10:00 - Service  
Every Thursday  ---  7:30 - Choir Practice 
Monday    January  6,   6:30 - Council Meeting 
Monday    January 20,   7:30 - Compassionate Friends 
Sunday    January 26,  10:00 - Congregational Meeting following service 
 
 

 


