
They almost missed it! 
The three disciples who went up the mountain with Jesus almost missed it. 
It was at night, and so of course, just like you and me, they were getting sleepy. 
They were starting to nod off, just like I do when watching TV at nights. 
 
I have missed some pretty significant stuff at times when I have done that, 
Last week when watching the Oscars, I nodded off and missed several awards. 
I’ve nodded off watching ball games and missed many big and game changing plays. 
I’ve been to the theatre to see live performances, and nodded off and missed things. 
 
It’s only human to do so and, if you’re up in years or had a tiring day, its easy to do. 
So when Peter and James and John went with Jesus, that could have been the case. 
They had had a long day of doing ministry with Jesus. 
They had to climb up that mountain,….it was late at night and was dark. 
So its not unreasonable and very much possible the they’d nod off, right? 
The story tells us that they were starting to do that and wrestled with sleepiness. 
 
But,… turns out they didn’t fall completely asleep and got to see the whole thing. 
They woke up to see as Jesus turned into an illumination of shinning white light. 
They got to watch Moses and Elijah and Jesus talking together.  
They were able to witness the cloud coming and the voice of God endorsing Jesus. 
Can you imagine if they had just conked out and completely missed all of that! 
 
In our Old Testament reading and the one from 2nd Corinthians there’s talk of a veil. 
That God’s glory shown on Moses’ face after their encounter, was veiled to the people. 
The Apostle Paul in 2nd Corinthian talks of having a veil over our ability to see Jesus. 
So there is this very real concept that what God is and does,…can be hidden from us. 
 
Its true that God’s glory and what God is doing in the world can seem hidden at times. 
The wonder of the goodness and the glory of God can seem to be hidden from us. 
And the importance of who and what Jesus is can often feel sort of veiled in our lives. 
Or,….is it right there in front of us and we simply may miss it? 
 
When things are’t noticed or seen by us, there can be several things causing that. 
One is that they are concealed so well that there is no chance a normal person sees it. 
A treasure is hidden for that purpose or important papers are put in a safe deposit box. 
In such instances, most people are not supposed to see or get to those things. 
 
But the other reason things can seem ‘hidden’ from us is that we just really don’t look. 
It can be that life and all its demands just overwhelms us to where we miss them. 
Like the disciples who, understandably began to nod off, we too can just daze over. 
Exhausted from daily life and worries, we can miss God/Jesus glory in our midst. 
 
In the tiredness from being distracted in our busy lives, we don’t pause to see things. 
Getting caught up in other things, we miss where and how God is acting in our lives. 
We then think, or fall in to the easy excuse, of saying that they are veiled too much. 
 
But the truth is that the things of God and Jesus are not really hidden that much. 
We just let our exhaustion allow us to fall into the slump of not looking for them.  
We don’t bother to look for them, sometimes even though they are right in front of us. 
 
When I used to take the kids to take them to the pediatrician, there were long waits. 
So I would try to entertain them as we sat there and one time I did this trick. 



We played a game called ‘hide the penny’ in which they’d close their eyes and I’d conceal a penny 
somewhere in the room. 
One time I took the penny and put it right smack dab in the middle of the floor. 
And they looked and looked and never did actually find it until I showed them. 
And all along it was right there in front of them. 
 
That can be how the amazing fact of Jesus/God acting in our lives…. can also be. 
Seemingly hidden at times, but really there if we stay alert and pay attention.  
Then, lo and behold;…. there is the glory of God!  Right in the midst of our lives! 
There is the truth of Jesus!   Right before us as clear as the nose on your face.! 
 
If we pay attention, we can see God bringing good out of bad in the world. 
If we remain alert we can see the glory of Jesus taking hold in people’s lives. 
If we look around, we can see God/Christ changing us for the better. 
Leading and guiding us and staying close by to us as he helps us and loves us. 
 
You know,… not only was Jesus transformed that night on the mountain,….. 
but so were his disciples who witnessed it and then later passed it on to others. 
It transformed them as well into people of great faith and trust in God. 
And that transformation helped them as they encountered life the rest of the way. 
 
So whether its because we allow ourselves to let our tired minds miss them…. 
or when our busy lives keep us from really looking for them,… 
the glory of God and the goodness of Jesus are always right there before us. 
Our seeing such things such as that helps transform us and our lives for the better. 
 
It’s a good thing those guys stayed alert enough to see that. 
Let us try to do that same. 
 
Amen 
 


