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Message from the Pastor 
 

Did you ever ponder what God/Jesus thinks about guns?  

No....don't skip ahead and look for me to lead into comments about this subject.   Take a few moments and think 

about that.  It's what all of us who believe in God ought to do.  Not now and then, but often. 

It shouldn't be just for pastors like me to do this, but for all God-believing persons to ponder, consider and even 

wrestle with what they think God thinks about subjects. 

 

It's true that Jesus seldom took positions on issues that conflict our nation today. 

He never said anything about abortion, health insurance, tax rates (only to pay taxes) or even gun control. 

But he, and the Old Testament bible, say many things that can be connected to such issues. Yet even that can get 

tricky.  That's why you won't hear me pontificate from the pulpit on specific issues, like many pastors (left and 

right) will do. 

 

Yet when it comes to life/death matters, we can probably all agree that God/Jesus values life of a human person. 

Not in all circumstances, but certainly innocent life is of great importance to God. 

Which brings me back to this subject of guns.  Guns are designed and mostly used for one thing - killing things. 

 

Yes, I know there is target shooting, which is actually great fun, as is hunting.  I used to hunt and bagged my share 

of pheasants back in the day.   The only reason I stopped was availability of places to go.  But the vast majority of 

guns in America are not used for sport.   They are held, and most often used, for killing people. 

 

So when I read the other day about yet another "disturbed" person shooting up a food festival in California, I 

thought again about guns.  I thought about hunting and rights of gun owners that is written in our Constitution but I 

also thought about what God thinks.  And I think that God likely loves the killer, whether he was disturbed mentally 

or just some sort of white nationalist nut.  And I think that God cries for the persons killed, especially the 6 year old 

boy and 13 year old girl who were victims in that shooting. 

 

So, once again, we can offer up our "thoughts and prayers" for the victims and, yes, even the crazy shooter. 

That is not something to be mocked as some do, but that is not all we can do either.  We can also think about what 

God/Jesus thinks about guns.    About the proliferation of guns, especially illegal guns which are close to 50% in 

America.   About how troubled persons can get them easily, which can lead to mass shootings but more often leads 

to suicide.  About how military-style weapons made to kill scores of people quite easily, are so easy to get. 

 

Because if we think that God/Jesus values the life of human beings, especially innocent life, then the above facts 

about guns must be hard for God to abide.  God is not stupid and can put these facts together with the results as 

easy as 2 + 2 = 4.  Yet, such things are not in God's hands but our own.   God only asks that we consider the mind 

of the Divine in how we direct our minds. 

 

So, please do ponder what God/Jesus thinks about guns, and in particular, the proliferation of guns in America. 

Ponder and then think about it and, if you have to, wrestle with what God thinks, for this subject and for all things. 

That is what true Christian believers generally and faithfully do. 

 

Amen 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Pat Gagnon, Bud McKnight, Vivian Sislian, Melanie Vara, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa 
Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, Megan More, Pamela Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew 
Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick & Sue Alberti and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, 
George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer, James Kelly 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Marian K. Williamson  1932 - 2019 

 
Marian Williamson, a long time, active member of Good Shepherd Church died on Wednesday July 24 at 
the Bayside Manor Assisted Living Center in Keansburg. She was 86 and had been ill for some time. 
Marian was a member of the Altar Guild for many years and devoted to her church. She was also active 
with the Red Bank Senior Center. 
 
She was born in Toledo, Ohio on December 23, 1932 and attended the Toledo public schools.  She 
worked as a Legal Secretary until her marriage to Walter Williamson and then moved to Middletown, New 
Jersey, where she raised her family. 
 
She was predeceased by her husband Walter and is survived by  daughters, Kathy and husband Walter, 
Karen and husband Andrew and son Mark and wife Michele, three grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 
 
A Prayer Service for Marian was held at the Evergreen Memorial Funeral Home in Middletown. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Asa ("Pete") Blackburn   1927 - 2019 

 
Pete Blackburn, a former member of Good Shepherd Church, died on Sunday July 21 in Hagerstown, 
Maryland. He would have been 92 on August 2, 2019. He was born and grew up in Toronto, Ohio. 
 
He enlisted in the U; S. Army in 1945 and served in post-war Berlin, where he met his wife, Gina. He also 
participated in the Korean War and was also stationed in Japan, Germany and the United States as a 
Signal Corps officer. He retired from the Army as a Major after 22 years service, after which he worked for 
American Airlines as a communications engineer for 20 years.  
 
He was predeceased by a son, Thomas and by his wife Gina, to whom he was married for 67 years, and 
is survived by his children, Wendy (and Jon) Brundage, Peter (and Debra) Blackburn, John (and Debbie) 
Blackburn and James (and Peggy) Blackburn, 10 grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. 
 
He was remembered by a  memorial service on Friday July 26 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in 
Walkerstown, Maryland. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

COG Update 
 
Dear Congregation.  It's hard to believe, but we are nearing the end of Summer and it's now time to begin planning 

for 'Back to School'. For those who have kids or grandkids understand the excitement of learning about teachers, 

they will get and comparing stories. Then comes the school supply list and watching them carefully choose 

notebooks, folders, backpacks, pens, etc., as well as, back to school clothes.  It's nice to see them get excited about 

school.  It can also be a difficult time for families struggling to make ends meet to find the extra money necessary 

for school supplies and basic clothing for the upcoming new school year.  This is where COG (Community Outreach 

Group) comes in with the Backpack Crew fundraiser as we have done in the past, collecting monetary donations 

until September 10th, 2019 to provide families with gift cards purchased at a discount to department and school 

supply stores so that kids can pick out their own supplies and enjoy the fun. 

 

mailto:pastorpeteh@verizon.net


Checks can be made out to:  The Good Shepard Lutheran Church and please write "back to school fundraiser" in the 

memo line.  You can place your checks in the backpack at our church. 

 

This COG fundraiser is for our local families who need a little extra help getting their kid's backpack filled and other 

important items to get them ready and excited for the new school year. 

The program also helps throughout the school year by sending kids home on Fridays with some extra food items to 

make sure they have something to eat over the weekend.  This is done very discretely through the school nurse and 

helps fight childhood hunger in a very respectable way.   

 

So every week the backpack crew packs backpacks and delivers them to school nurses who hands out 
the backpacks and the children bring them home to their families. Each backpack has two options for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner plus snacks. On Monday the kids return their empty backpacks to the nurse 
and repeats the process!!   
There will be a backpack and poster in our Narthex to help raise money for this worthy cause.   

 

If you would like to help with the food portion of this program please bring in the below items to the church and 

place our donations table, labeled "Back Pack Crew" 

Here's what they are currently collecting: 

• granola bars 

• mac and cheese 

• soup 

• small cereal boxes 

• small plastic jars of peanut butter 

• crackers 

• spaghetti and sauce (no glass jars please) 

• instant oatmeal packets 

• small cans of fruit 
Thank you. 

Rikki Gracia 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Social Ministry Response through July 

by Gil Vatter 
 

1. Bayshore Lunch Program - Council gift -                  $1,250 

                                                SouperBowl -                     206 

                                                Food/Supplies -               1,100 

                                                Sponsors -                       1,100     $3,656  

 

2. COG -                                 Council gift -                   $1,250 

                                               SouperBowl -                      206 

                                               Evening Pantry -                 900     $2,356   

 

3. World Hunger -                                                                            $130   

 

4. Miae Park's Concert - Arc of Mon.                                           $1,360   

 

5. Luth, Soc. Min. -                                                                         $250  

 

6. Family Promise-                                                                         $250 

 

7. Lunch Break -                                                                            $250 

 

8, Love Inc -                                                                                   $250  

 

9. Holmdel Fire Co. -                                                                     $100  



 

10. Holmdel Res. Squad -                                                             $100   

 

11. EMO -                                                                                      $100   

 

 

GRAND TOTAL -                                                                        $8,802   

 

NOTE - Total does not include any money sent to the New Jersey Synod. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
1. Happy birthday to Katey and Kolby Howard, Matthew Oberkehr, Randi Stetz and Maggie Hutchinson (I missed 

her in July). Hope you all have a happy day. 

 

2. Happy Wedding Anniversary to Ruth and Jack Elstad. 

 

In 1492, Columbus sailed for India and wound up in Santo Domingo. 

Today, if you head for India, you end up in India. 

It's your baggage that ends up in Santo Domingo. 

 

3. While we're observing anniversaries, August marks the eleventh anniversary of "Around the Parish". Lotsa jokes, 

lotsa birthdays, lotsa water over the dam. 

 

4. Congratulations to Miae Park who began her musical ministry at Good Shepherd on August 1, 2000.  

 

Ole heard that most auto accidents occur within 20 miles of home --------so he moved. 

 

5. Congrats to Janice and Paul Kraus on the birth of a brand new granddaughter. 

 

6. "Ernie's Bench" disappeared for several weeks in June while it was being repaired by Nancy and Clem's son - in - 

law. Seemed empty without it. 

 

I recently had my patience tested. (I'm negative) 

 

7. Morgan Summey had her tonsils removed in June. 

 

8. Becky Bartlett Nichols has made her mom, Maureen Bartlett, a grandma again with the birth of Jeremiah Jules 

Nichols in July in San Francisco.  

 

I needed a door for my hall, 

The one that I bought was too tall, 

So, I hacked it and chopped it 

And carefully lopped it 

And now the darned thing is too small. 

 

9. Pastor Pete did his impression of "Mister Rogers" on Sunday July 14 to introduce his sermon, "Who is My 

Neighbor?" 

 

10. The Hutchinsons left the U.S.A. on Thursday July 16 for a nine day trip to South Korea to visit their new 

grandson, Zion. 

 

Ole - "My great grandfather fought against the Russians, 



My grandfather fought against the Swedes 

and my father fought against the Germans." 

Sven - "Boy, your relatives couldn't get along with anyone." 

 

11. The congregation welcomed former Pastor Jack Elstad subbing for Pastor Pete on Sunday July 21, with the 

temperator flirting with 100 degrees. 

 

12. Bunny and Herb Kuhl's daughter is visiting from Austria. 

 

My wife said, "What rhymes with orange?" 

I said, "No, it doesn't." 

 

13. Randi Stetz met her new great grandson, Leo, on Sunday July 21. 

 

14. Maureen Bartlett spent the week of July 21 in San Francisco meeting her new grandson, Jeremiah. 

 

Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller Brush and W.R, Grace Co. 

will merge to form Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace. 

 

15. Kathy DaGiau and John McChord attended Kathy's annual family reunion on July 21 with 25 members of the 

clan from all over the country. 

 

16. Trudy and Charlie Miller sang with a large choir at the Ocean Grove cathedral on July 21. The choir was made 

up of singers from all over Monmouth County. 

 

Ole - "What do they call Pastors in Stuttgart?" 

Sven - "German shepherds." 

 

17. Pastor Pete illustrated his July 28 sermon, "Thanks Be To God", with four signs; GALM (held up by him), 

PSALM (held up by Kim Wherli), NI (held up by Pam Keyl), DA (held up by Miae Park). The three signs, GALM 

PSALM NI DA means thank you in Korean, picked up by Pastor Pete during his recent trip.  

 

18. The sanctuary has been cool and comfortable all summer long, even on the hottest days. The present 

congregation thanks the earlier building committe who recommended it and the earlier congregation who approved 

it. 

 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 



 

 

 
"To be is to do"-Socrates 

"To do is to be"-Jean-Paul Sartre 

"Do be do be do"-Frank Sinatra 

“Scooby dooby do"-Scooby-Doo 

“Ooby Dooby”-Roy Orbison 

"To be or not to be”-Hamlet 

"Do be a Do Bee”-Miss Francis(Romper Room) 

"Listen to the Music"-the Doobie       

Brothers. 

 

 

 

Almost done…..

 


