
There were a lot of reasons why Jesus ended up being rejected by his 
people. 
And it wasn’t just the religious authorities he ticked off, but often the regular 
folks too. 
For one thing, he often said things that people didn’t want to hear. 
Like when he told them to forgive their enemies, and not just once or twice, 
but always. 
 
He also offended many people when he hung out with the most undesirable 
sinners. 
Jesus ate with the traitorous tax collectors and treated prostitutes like they 
mattered. 
And he was always helping or in contact with the mentally ill, diseased, or 
disabled. 
People who most thought were flawed persons to be avoided at all costs. 
 
Maybe the worst thing Jesus did was what almost got him killed in his 
hometown. 
It’s true that the local folk were surprised, although impressed, with his 
powers. 
But they still had an axe to grind with him relating to the miracles he had 
done. 
 
What prompted this was the fact that Jesus had been doing miracle cures for 
others. 
Those others included some gentiles who his people felt were scum of the 
earth. 
Their sense that they were more significant than others, and certainly 
gentiles, prompted them to think,…’What about us!  Aren’t your own people 
more important?’ 
 
When Jesus says “Doubtless you will quote me this proverb-‘Doctor cure 
thyself”,… 
he knows they are thinking that he (the doctor) should be doing miracles for 
them. 
Or, in other words, ‘take care of your own before you worry about others’. 
Jesus inflames this when he reminds them God’s prophets in the past did the 
same. 
Elijah had helped a gentile widow in Zarephath, even with many widows in 
Israel. 



Elisha too, cured Naaman, the gentile, although there were lots of lepers in 
Israel.    It was a clear response to their insistence that they were special by 
saying to them that, in the eyes of God, no one is more special than anyone 
else.   This made them so angry that they wanted to push him into a pit to 
stone him to death. 
 
This concept of ‘let’s just take care of our own’ and ‘we’re special’ isn’t 
unique to them.    Throughout history and still today, people can get very 
tribal in nature and actions.     We can tend to objectify groups not like ours or 
people that we don’t know as ‘others’. 
Even church groups can sometimes think they are special in the eyes of God. 
 
Of course, nations, local communities, ethnic groups and even families all do 
this.   We also tend to do this in our individual thinking and daily actions in our 
lives.    In who we interact with in relationships or the circles and groups we’re 
connected to. 
Maybe it’s an inevitable primal defense mechanism we employ to feel safe. 
But appealing to our instincts doesn’t mean that it still isn’t wrong, according 
to Jesus. 
 
When other people are not like us, are not in our ethnic or racial group,… 
when others think or look or act culturally different than us,…  
when they are not Americans, or Lutheran, or Christian or even family,…. 
we can often see them as less valuable or worthy of our love and care. 
 
Today we heard a very familiar passage from 1st Corinthians that is all about 
‘love’.   People like to read this at weddings where the idea is of romantic love 
felt in the heart.   But what the bible says about ‘love’ is less about feelings for 
those who are very close to us and more about how we are to view and treat 
others who are not so close. 
 
And yet, if we say ‘sure, that’s how God sees it, but…..’,  
I have to say, there is no ‘but’. 
No ‘but’ except ‘there but for the grace of God goes me’. 
Which reminds me of an old song from 1970 that I heard the other day. 
It was done by Joe South and later by Elvis Presley called ‘Walk a Mile in My 
Shoes’. 
It’s about a way to view others in a different perspective, and here’s how it 
goes…… 
 
If I could be you…and you could be me…for just one hour,…. 



If we could find a way,….to get inside….each other's mind. 
If you could see you…through your eyes,… instead of your ego,…. 
I believe you'd be,… surprised to see,… that you'd been blind, 
 
Walk a mile in my shoes.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
Hey, before you abuse, criticize and accuse.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
 
Now your whole world,… you see around you,… is just a reflection,… 
And the law of karma,… says you're gonna reap,… just what you sow, 
So unless,… you’ve lived a life,… of total perfection,… 
You'd better be careful,… of every stone,… that you should throw,…  
 
Walk a mile in my shoes.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
Hey, before you abuse, criticize and accuse.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
 
And yet we spend the day,… throwing stones,… at one another,… 
Cause I don't think,… or wear my hair,… the same way you do,… 
Well I may be,… common people,… but I'm your brother,… 
And when you strike out,… and try to hurt me,… it’s a-hurtin' you,  
 
Walk a mile in my shoes.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
Hey, before you abuse, criticize and accuse.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
 
There are people,… on reservations,… and out in the ghettos,… 
And brother there,… but for the grace of God,… go you and I,…  
If I only,… had the wings,… of a little angel,… 
Don't you know I'd fly,… to the top of the mountain,… and then I'd cry 
 
Walk a mile in my shoes.  Walk a mile in my shoes 
Hey, before you abuse, criticize and accuse.  Better walk a mile in my shoes 
 
This, of course, is exactly what God did in the person of Jesus Christ. 
He came down to earth and ‘walked a mile in our shoes’ so to speak. 
He lived as a human being and experienced all that we are and do, even 
dying.   And so he knows how we feel and why we do the things we do, right 
and wrong. 
 
So when we see others who are different than us - different race, ethnicity, 
national origin, religion, sex or sexual orientation,….whatever, 
do like Jesus and walk a mile in their shoes and know that, after God did that, 
he still loves us. 
 



Amen 
 


