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Message from the Pastor  
The season of Lent is upon us and begins, as always, with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. 
That service sets the tone and theme of the season - repentance. 
What is 'repentance'? 
It’s the idea that we apologize, that is, say we're 'sorry' to God and/or to others for wrongs we've done.   
That's hard enough to do, but it doesn't end there.    
'Repentance' also means to turn from wrongful ways, past, present, and future, and turn to God's ways.   
To be or say 'sorry' and go blithely along and keep doing the same things is not repentance. 
 
This idea of Ash Wednesday and Lent for repentance partly comes from, like a lot of stuff we have in 
Christianity, the Jewish tradition that Jesus came from. 
In that religious tradition, there is a yearly 'day of atonement', better knowns as 'Yom Kippur' where the 
same ideas are pursued.  The holiest day in the Jewish year is accompanied with fasting and lots of 
prayer to atone for sins.  The goal of all that is to arrive to where, just as the word 'atonement' says, you 
are in a state of  'at...one....ment'  with God. 
 
But the season of Lent in our church calendar also comes from following the life of Jesus.  And so, during 
Lent, we follow him as he heads for Jerusalem and, ultimately, the crucifixion. 
Christian teaching, based on what Jesus himself said, tells us that the crucifixion on Good Friday was 
accepted by him and done as a sacrifice for our sins. 
Or, in other words, he took the punishment so that we'd not have to.   Our faith in him and that sacrifice 
puts us right and good and 'at one' with God.   
However,...... our job is to also confess and be repentant of our sins. 
Otherwise, Jesus' death was for nothing.  If we think and act like we have gotten a free pass to keep 
doing things wrong, it makes Jesus' life and death a stupid mistake. 
 
Of course, it’s true that we confess sins every Sunday morning at worship and hopefully do so at other 
times and days all year long. 
But the season of Lent puts an emphasis on this important part of being a Christian. 
If it helps you to do this by giving up something you like, then do that.  If it helps you to read some daily 
devotional, then do that.  If it helps you just to fast or try to pray more often, do that. 
But without some sort of intentional effort at repentance, then Lent is just another time of year along with 
St. Patricks Day, the first day of Spring, and baseball season beginning.  And while they are all good 
things, have nothing to do with Lent, let alone being a Christian. 
 
There's no use in celebrating Easter without a Good Friday and there's no use in a Good Friday without 
what leads to that, which is the realization and admission and repentance of our sins.   
And that is what Lent is all about. 
 
Blessings to you in your Lenten journey this year. 
 
Pastor 
  



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Margaret Polnick, Maureen Bartlett, Lisa Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, 
Tom Doyle, Megan More, Shirley Jackson, Pamela Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Ken Dixon, Rich 
Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick and Cole Alberti, Bunny 
Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6.  That evening at 7pm we will have a service at Good 
Shepherd with the imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. 
I hope that you all can attend………………….Pastor 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2019 Officers elected at the February 11 Council Meeting.   Thank you for serving. 

President – John Dall 
Vice President – Stephanie Dall 

Treasurer – John Crump 
Recording Secretary – Clem Hergenhan 

Financial Secretary – Stephanie Dall 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Edmund T. Klemmer 1924-2019 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Ed Klemmer, a charter member of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, died on February 3 at the 
age of 94 at his home at the Glenaire Retirement Community in North Carolina. He was predeceased by 
his wife Ruth Rickers Klemmer, who was also a charter member of Good Shepherd. Both were active in 
many of the church’s activities. 
 
He was born in Boston. Massachusets on July 22, 1924 and raised in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. He 
received his bachelor degree in Marine Engineering from Webb Institute, Glen Cove, New York, served in 
the U. S. Navy during World War II and then earned a PhD in Psychology from Columbia University. In 
1957 he joined IBM in Yorktown Heights, New York, moved to the Bell Telephone Laboratories in 
Ossining, New York in 1962 and remained with Bell until he retired in Holmdel in 1982, 
 
He enjoyed skiing, travel and tennis and was interested in working for peace and social justice He was 
active with several social action groups, including the United Nations Association, to pursue equal rights 
for all and find ways to use peaceful ways to solve world problems. He and Ruth marched in 
demonstrations against war, Pride marches and helped man the Peace Booth at the North Carolina State 
Fair for many years. 
 
He is survived by his daughter Karen Klemmer Brown of New Jersey and three grandchildren. 
 
And God will wipe away all tears, 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
 

1, EXTRA - EXTRA - The ANNUAL SPRING CHARITY CONCERT produced by Minister of Music, Miae 
Park, will be presented on Sunday June 2 at 3:00 pm in the sanctuary of the church. Save the date. This 
is the tenth in the series of musical afternoons offered to the members of Good Shepherd as well as the 
general public. Featured performers and music will be announced soon. Please mark your calendars. 



 
2. MORE NEWS -  The beneficiary of Miae Park's Spring Concert will be THE ARC OF MONMOUTH, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to providing services and support to more than 1,600 people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in Monmouth County. Enjoy an afternoon of wonderful music 
and support The Arc at the same time. 
 

Why did St. Patrick drive all the snakes out of Ireland? 
Because he couldn't afford to send them by Jet Blue. 

 
3. Happy birthday to Dick Havill and Garry Westerweller. I should have written a poem for Garry. 
 
4. The congregation has sent more than $500 to the Bayshore Lunch Program in cash and supplies 
through February. 
 

Lena - "May I try on that dress in the window?" 
Shop owner - "Of course, but I'd rather that use used the dressing room." 

 
5. Speaking of poetry - Debby and Pastor Pete will celebrate their wedding anniversary in March. 
Congrats. 
 
6. Janice and Paul Kraus returned to Florida to enjoy the warm temps.  
 

Growing your own tomatoes is the best way to devote three months of your life to saving $2.17. 
 

7. The Social MInistry Committee will present a WORLD HUNGER appeal during Lent. 
 
8. The congregation joined Pastor Pete in singing "Walk a Mile in My Shoes" at the beginning of his 
February 3 early Valentines Day message on the meaning of Biblical LOVE.. The Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir is not worried about competition. 
 

Growing old is really hard work. 
The mind says, "Yes", but the body says, "What are you thinking!!!!" 

 
9, Tim Wilgus is a freshman at Middletown High School South. How time flies. 
 
10. Neither puxatawny Phil or Staten Island Chuck saw their shadow on February 2. I hope that means an 
early spring this year. 
 

So what if I don't know what "Armageddon" means. It's not the end of the world. 
 

11. Nancy and Clem Hergenhan visited friends in New Hampshire the week of February 2. 
 
12. Debby and Pastor Pete "Skyped" one of their sons in New Zealand on February 10. The big news is 
that the Hutchinsons will be grandparents again very soon. Congrats. 
 

I'm proud of myself......I just finished a jigsaw puzzle in six months and the box said "2 to 4 years". 
 

13. The choir sang without tenor Andy Mathisen on Sunday February 24. Andy was suffering from a sore 
throat and a voice that made him a "Basso Profundo". 
 
14. Maureen Bartlett flew West again in February to visit daughter Becky's family and check up on 
granddaughter Leila. Gramma Bartlett reports that Leila is growing fast. 
 

Sven - "My wife is driving me to drink." 
Ole - "You're lucky. Lena makes me walk." 

 



15. MARK YOUR CALENDAR - Ash Wednesday service is set for Wednesday March 6 - Join us to mark 
the beginning of the Lenten season. 
 
16. Karen and Dave Rajala will journey to Toledo, Ohio again the week of February 24  to visit daughter 
Anne's family and, of course, check on the progress of grandson Jason. 
 

I hear that Starbucks is planning to sell beer and wine in their stores. 
Apparently it's getting difficult to sell sober people a $10 cup of coffee. 

 
17. Pastor Pete began his February 24 sermon. "Revenge is Sweet", holding a container of Domino 
Sugar.  
 
18. A 'WISH LIST' for the Bayshore Lunch Program is listed in each Sunday bulletin. Please tear out the 
list and use it when you grocery shop. Remember your hungry neighbors. 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

And now for something completely different -- we have a Letter to the Editor: 

“I take issue with your “Around the Parish” reporter who says I must be 102 years old!!  I may look like it 
and, at times, I may feel like it, but I am not there yet!!   In fact, I do believe your reporter will get there 
before I do!!  “       ………..  Pastor George Frank 
ps.   Greet all the saints for me (and for my much younger wife, too!!)   By the way, we just celebrated our 
60th anniversary.  My good wife is now known as St. Lois the Patient. (not illness patient--other kind!!) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Council Meeting, February 11, 2019 - 6:30PM 
Attendees: John Dall, Stephanie Dall, John Crump, Clem Hergenhan, Pastor Pete, Andy Mathisen, Jamie Antonacci.   
Also congregation member Mike Carp. 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - John Dall. 

Devotions - Pastor Pete -  “The coziness between church and state is good for the state and bad for the church.”  - 
GK Chesterton.   Pastor spoke to the frequent use by politicians of a church pulpit to express their ideology.  No 
matter the direction of that ideology, a man-made format for beliefs, our loyalty is to God not to a politician’s 
position.  Churches should keep at arms length with no partiality to any party’s views but unfortunately often do not. 

Approve previous meeting minutes..    Approve treasurer’s report.    

REPORTS 

Pastor - As Pastor Pete said in an email he sent, he thought the congregation meeting went well.   He noted many 
positives from the meeting.   He commended Jamie and Garry for stepping up to join Council. 
A new schedule has been worked out for people’s participation in the services; looks good, we’ve got lotsa help.   
Confirmation classes  have started again; 6 student will finish this year.  Maybe they will participate in some service 
project.    June 9th (Pentecost Sunday) he is going to suggest for confirmation.   

 He continues his visits of the homebound members; much appreciated by those he sees. 

Social Ministry  - Gil Vatter  - YTD Through January - $3,850.   SouperBowl of Caring collections to continue until 
end of February.    A World Hunger appeal will begin and run through Lent. 
Property -  John Dall - Vandalism was reported by the Little Chiefs on the morning following The German School 
classes.  Council is in touch with the German School and the matter is being addressed.  Maidpro services are 
increasing in price by $5 to $7 per week.  Joan has set up for the supplies for the bathrooms to be supplied and direct 
billed by W.B.Mason.  The styrofoam drop off will be April 20th. 

Worship and Music –  Andy Mathisen - Miae’s concert is coming up.       

OLD BUSINESS   



Moving forward on notifying of new mail address.     To be completed by March 31.    

Pastor (and Doreen) will speak to Joan about how we can help unravel her personal info from the 
goodshepherdholmdel email account so that we can use the account without compromising her privacy.   
NEW BUSINESS 

Mike Carp said he had spoken to Gil Vatter about a few  corrections to social ministry report given at congregational 
meeting.  He believes some 2018 Souper Bowl of Caring and World Hunger donations were record in our books and 
seen on giving statements but not included in the report.   A note will be made in the congregation meeting minutes 
so that it is noted at next year’s meeting.    

Selection of 2019 council officers.  Current officers were re-elected to their positions 
There will be one service on Ash Wednesday (Mar 6) at 7 pm. 

ELCA survey document is complete (Pastor, Stephanie & Clem).   Clem will submit by the Feb 15 date. 

Yearly audit of Good Shepherd books is scheduled for this week at church 

John Crump confirmed that all year-end (2018 funds) social ministry checks have been sent. 
At the congregational meeting, several folks volunteered to help advertise church.  We need to follow up.    In 
particular we need to get Miae’s concert promoted, most likely in the April Holmdel Happenings.    

Website improvements.   Several suggestions were made and offers to record church activities (in words, pictures 
and videos) so that we add them to the site.   Clem will print the “who does what” page from the site so John Dall 
can post in the narthex. 

Donations to Holmdel Fire Company and Rescue Squad ($100/each) were voted on and approved as this is part of 
our 2019 budget. 
The current agreement with the German School was discussed at length.   Clem will update a list of questions we 
wish them to address and send to council members for comment.  John Dall will then send to German School 
principals so they can respond at a meeting with Pastor Pete, John Dall and Clem (to be scheduled).   Their response 
will serve as the basis for a new Agreement which would need to be in place by June (end of their school year). 

MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer at 8:02 
Next meeting 6:30 on March 11th.   	

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 

by Gil Vatter 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord - Come into His presence with singing. 
 

February Anthems 
26. February 3 - "A Jubilant Song" - Mary Lynn Lightfoot 

27. February 10 - "Make My Life an Alleluia" - Ruth Schram 
28. February 17 - "I Will Sing Praise" - Joseph Martin 

29. February 24 - "I Will Praise You" - Andy Berry 
 

Miae Park's Postlude Offerings 
February 3 - :"Fanfare" -  Nicolas Jaques Memmens 

February 10 - "Postlude" - V. Engel 
February 17 - "Mark L. Williams 

February 24 - "Allegro" - Leon Boellmann 
 

- Minister of Music Miae Park will present her tenth annual spring charity concert on Sunday June 2 at 
3:00 PM. Please note the changed date. 

 
The choir rehearses each Thursday evening at 7:30 pm in the church - Everyone is invited to sing. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Charitable Giving Tax Tip      by Clem Hergenhan 
With tax reform likely to lead more taxpayers to use the standard deduction instead of itemizing, the move known as 
the Qualified Charitable Distribution takes on a new sheen.  A QCD allows taxpayers claiming the standard 
deduction to still get a tax break for their giving to Good Shepherd.  The QCD lets you transfer money from your 
traditional IRA directly to Good Shepherd without the money being added to your adjusted gross income.  QCDs 
count toward your required minimum distribution (RMD) that you must take beginning at age 70 1/2.   There are 
lots of good articles and examples at various tax consultant websites.  If you want to use the QCD, you’ll need to 
check with your IRA custodian on its rules for how to do so and consult a tax advisor to see if it applies to you.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

 

 
 
"To be is to do"--Socrates. 
"To do is to be"--Jean-Paul Sartre. 
"Do be do be do"--Frank Sinatra. 
 
 
Like the Burma Shave road signs, 
you have to watch for each one…..

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	-	Service	
Every	Thursday		---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
WEDNESDAY	March	6,		ASH	WEDNESDAY	7:00	-	Service	

MONDAY	March	11,		6:30	-	Council	Meeting	
MONDAY	March	18,		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	


