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Message from the Pastor  
At the beginning of each year, the president is supposed to address the country to give what is called 
'The State of the Nation'.  So I want to do the same for us here at Good Shepherd Lutheran. 
 
First of all, let me say that after our congregational meeting on Sunday, January 27, I felt a positive surge 
in my heart.  The finances seem to be holding fairly well, although there has been some dip due to losing 
some members to relocation or passing on to be with the Lord.  But we have been, and continue to be, 
doing budgeting that is wise and prudent without sacrificing our mission. 
We also have a good track record and continue to be active in social ministries outside of the church. 
Internally, the church is faithful to those faithful who are or have been unable to attend worship by 
keeping in contact with them.  And our worship is grounded in the Lutheran tradition with a music 
program and Choir that is always good.   As currently stands, the 'great eight', led by Miae's expertise, do 
a wonderful job. 
 
But while our numbers have dropped some, in both attendance and membership, I am pleased by what I 
see.  The true measure of a church's health is not based on a high amount of donations or membership, 
but rather is based on a high level of participation in the life and work of the church and in the dedication 
of its members to those beyond its walls.   And by that measure, I can say without equivocation, that 
the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is doing well. 
 
As i looked around at the Congregational meeting I must admit to being disappointed that I saw only 26 
people.  But, at the same time, I also noted that virtually everyone in the room there contributes to the life 
and work of the church beyond just worship attendance and/or giving.    While those things are important, 
what's even more important to the life and health of a church are a willingness to do and give beyond 
ourselves. 
Many of our members are involved in all that we do, both on Sunday mornings as well as other days of 
the year.  And we have leadership who are a committed and very competent group of people. 
And, as was noted at the meeting, we give roughly 13% to charitable causes and to those in need; a 
significant and healthy number (and even better than tithing, as Gil Vatter noted)! 
That includes what is budgeted as well as direct donations that people make throughout the year.    
 
Such giving of ourselves, our time and our possessions are the kinds of things Jesus would endorse and 
applaud.   While the most important thing we can do is enhance our faith in God and Jesus Christ and 
reflecting on God's love and salvation are all well and good, we are wise to remember that is where being 
Christian people begins, not where it ends. 
 
So, sure it would be great if we got some new members or had more attendees on a Sunday morning 
and finances were a bit better.   I hope and pray for all that and church leadership will continue to be 
aware of work on those things.  But as it stands at this point in time, I can tell you that the state of our 
church is good. 
                                    Thank you to all!           Pastor 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Margaret Polnick, Maureen Bartlett, Lisa Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, 
Tom Doyle, Megan More, Shirley Jackson, Pamela Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Michael Gagnon, 
Ken Dixon, Teri Miniti, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick 
and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard 
Weidemoyer 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COG Christmas Thank you      by Rikki Gracia 
Thank you to those who participated in this year’s children’s Christmas Giving Tree. This year we helped 
15 children aged 6 months to 12 years old have a much happier Christmas than they expected, fulfilling 
their wishes with gifts to open on Christmas Day. Our Giving Tree gifts go to children in the 180 Turning 
Lives Around Foundation for Monmouth County   Which gives kids and parents of domestic violence find 
a safe place to get away and live while starting a new life.  Congratulations on making this year such a 
successful mission. We added 5 more children to this’s tree and our congregation stepped up to the 
plate.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Our 51st Annual Meeting was held on January 27th after Service – here’s a recap 
(If you would like a copy of any of the reports noted below, please let me know, clemhergenhan@gmail.com) 
 
Certification – the meeting met the following certification requirements 
- Attendance: a quorum is required: 10% of voting members (per bylaws C10.04).  25 members attended. 
- Agenda/reports sent to voting members at least 10 days in advance of meeting (per bylaws C10.04). 

Opening Prayer - Pastor Pete 
 
Approved   Minutes of Jan 28, 2018 Congregational Meeting;   Finance and Treasurer's Annual report;  2019 
Budget.  All by voice vote.   
 
Nominations for Council Positions - Andy Mathisen, John Crump and Doreen Hoffman are ending their terms this 
year and all have agreed to serve a new 3-year term.   Garry Westerweller and Jamie Antonacci have agreed to serve 
1-year terms.  No other nominations from the floor.   Voice vote to approve all 5 nominees. 
 
• Pastor’s Report – Pastor Pete.  
• President's Report – John Dall.   
• Worship & Music Report – Andy Mathisen.   
• Outreach Report – Sue Alberti.   
• Property Report – John Dall.   
• Social Ministry Report – Gil Vatter.   
• Community Outreach Group (COG) Report  - Rikki Gracia.   
 
Congregation New Business 
• We need to advertise our church and its mission to the local community to attract people to the church and events 

we hold.   Several people offered suggestions and offered to pursue them.  Council will followup. 
• Diane and Andy Mathisen said April 20 is the date for Styrofoam recycling and they plan to take what we’ve 

collected to Holmdel dropoff.  

True to his word, President John Dall closed the meeting less than an hour later. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

 
1. After spending the Christmas holiday in New Jersey, Kurt Mathisen returned to school in Heidelburg, 
Germany on Sunday January 6. 
 
2. Maureen Bartlett surprised everyone by being in church on Sunday January 6 after having had a hip 
replacement in December. Maureen responded by whipping up a batch of her special "Good Shepherd" 
blend of coffee for fellowship time after the worship service. Great to have her back. Love that "Good 
Shepherd" blend. 
 

I got gas today for only $1.35. Unfortunately it was at Taco Bell 
 

3. Happy birthday to Pam (Everett) Baglieri, our former Pastor George Frank (who must be at least 102 
by now), Glenn Hoffman, Andy Mathisen and Tom Tehve. 
 
4. Ken Dixon underwent surgery in early January. 
 

I hate it when people don't know the difference between "your" and "You're". 
There so dumb. 

 
5. Despite a "dusting of snow" and very cold temps on Sunday January 13, the "usual suspects" were in 
church at 10 am, as usual. 
 
6. Doreen and Glenn Hoffman traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin in January to attend the funeral of 
Glenn's uncle, the Rev. Edwin Winters, a Lutheran pastor for over 40 years. 
 

Adultery is a sin. You can't have your Kate and Edith too. 
 

7. Kathy DaGiau and John McCord have moved to a new house. 
 
8. Thanks and a tip of my Yankee cap to John Dall for taking time from his busy schedule to help make 
the monthly delivery to the Bayshore Lunch Program in Keyport. 
 

I've had a really bad day. 
First, my Ex got run over by a bus. 

Then I got fired from my job as a bus driver. 
 

9, The congregation joined with the choir to sing "Happy Birthday" to Kim Wherli on Sunday January 20, 
before the worship service began. We all enjoyed a yummy chocolate birthday cake in the narthex after 
the service. 
 
10. Please remember Shirley Jackson in your prayers. She fell at home and is recovering in a nursing 
home after a stay at the hospital. 
 

Remember back when we were kids and every time it was below zero they closed all the schools? 
Yeah, me neither. (Bill Theune) 

 
11. On Sunday January 20 we dodged another snow storm but coped with very heavy rain and 45 degree 
temps. Can spring be far behind? 
 
12. Trudy and Charlie Miller introduced grandson C. J. Miller to the world of opera with a performance of 
"Carmen" at the Metropolitan in Manhattan on Saturday January 26. 



 
I was visiting my daughter last night when I asked her if I could borrow a newspaper. 

"This is the 21st century", she said. "We don't waste money on newspapers. Here, use my I Pad." 
I can tell you this.....that fly never knew what hit him. 

 
13. Diane Mathisen announced that the next Styrofoam delivery will take place on Saturday April 20. 
Please get your Styrofoam to the church before that date. 
 
14. The choir was delighted with Pastor Pete's new name for them - "The Great Eight". What happens 
when we get more members? 
 

Sign on a Canadian church lawn -  
WHOEVER IS PRAYING FOR SNOW.......PLEASE STOP 

 
15. Our congregation gave away 12.48% of its gross income to OUTREACH in 2018. Keep up the good 
work. 
 
16. EXTRA  -  EXTRA  Miae Park will present her tenth annual spring benefit concert on Sunday May 19. 
As always, the concert is for a deserving charity. Please plan to attend. 
 

Lena ; "I yust lost 2000 calories in 20 minutes." 
Ole - "How did you do that?" 

Lena - "I forgot to take a batch of brownies out of the oven." 
 

17. The church's financial records will be audited on Tuesday February 12. 
 
18. Thanks to the folks elected to serve on the 2019 Congregation Council - Andy Mathisen, John Crump, 
Doreen Hoffman, Garry Westerweller and Jamie Antonacci. 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Council Meeting Summary, January 7, 2019 - 6:30PM 
Attendees: Doreen Hoffman, John Dall, Stephanie Dall, John Crump, Clem Hergenhan & Pastor Pete. 
Congregation Members always welcome.	
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - John Dall. 
Devotions - Pastor Pete -   Passage 1 John 4, on love.   We are called in love to serve you.  Love can make us bold 
and even brazen to make decisions.  May his love enfold us as we make our decisions tonight and all year long.	
Approve previous meeting minutes.  Approve treasurer’s report.	
REPORTS	
Pastor -  Christmas Eve service went well with one service and about 60 attendees   During the holidays I’ve made a 
special effort and did visit or contact everyone who was unable to attend church.   Confirmation class is on break til 
Feb. Joan is away til Jan 18th but has prepared service bulletins and other things.  Judy Farrell sent a very nice thank 
you to Pastor Pete for the many visits he has made to her father George Groh.	
	
CHURCH BUSINESS  	

• Procedure in place to notify who mails to us about our address change.     To be completed by March 31.   
Track results in “mailbox” doc file on shared drive.   John Crump to notify post office to forward mail in 
Jan. 

• Finalize Cong Meeting Agenda & Reports.    Pastor to send notification about mtg to his email list.    Clem 
will send agenda/reports to pastor to send to his email list.   Clem to print and usmail to some members .    
Announce at all church services date of meeting and if you want paper copy, pick up in narthex where 



Clem will have a few copies ready.  Doreen and Stephanie will see that there are printed copies in narthex 
on meeting day. 

• DONE - Council for 2019 - Andy, Doreen, John Crump terms ending but are willing to serve 3-year term 
again.  John Dall and Clem will approach some other folks also. 

• DONE - Clem to notify Gil of Social Min dollars so soc min committee can decide on where to send 
checks by cong mtg to include in their report 

• DONE - Crop Walk - mike carp.      $840 raised.   Still working with Rikki to verify total given.  Mike will 
provide council with his record of all donations (about 66% from members & rest from non-
members).       Souper bowl of Caring coming up in Feb, will contact Pastor to see if can get conf class to 
participate.     Perhaps a Youth Sunday could connect with SBC.   

• DONE - Garry gave us an additional $260 from the Christmas party free will offering that we will put 
toward the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

• DONE - For COG Christmas, we approve $800 to be given to Rikki for COG on Sunday.   Funds that come 
in will offset it and any over the $800 will also go to COG.    This way the monies can get to COG pre-
Christmas for the purchase of shopping cards.    

MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer at 7:20                        Time 50 minutes	

Next meeting 6:30 on Feb 11th.       	
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
January Anthems 

 
22. January 6 - "The Manger in Bethlehem" - Dan Edwards 

23. January 13 - "Sweet Holy Spirit" - John Purifoy 
24. January 20 - "Sing a New Song" - Natasha Sleeth 

25. January 27 - "Sing Out a Joyful Song in Praise" = Dale Wood 
 

January Postludes 
 

January 6 - "Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts" - Camille Saint-Saens 
January 13 - "Toccata in F" - Dietrich Buxthehude 

January 20 - "March" - J. Lemmens 
January 27 - "Sortie Toccata" - Theodore Dubois 

 
 - The Choir thanks Kurt Mathisen for singing the anthem of January 6 before returning to school in 

Heidelburg, Germany. 
 

- The choir rehearses each Thursday evening at 7:30 pm in the church - Everyone is invited to participate. 
 

- Miae Park will present her tenth annual spring benefit concert on Sunday May 19 in the church 
sanctuary. Please mark your calanders now. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 



 

 
 
"To be is to do"--Socrates. 
"To do is to be"--Jean-Paul Sartre. 
 
 
Like the Burma Shave road signs, 
you have to watch for each one…..

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	–	Service	
Every	Thursday	---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
MONDAY	February	11,		6:30	-	Council	Meeting	

MONDAY	February	18,		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	


