
 
When I watch ball games on TV, I can’t help but see the commercials that 
come on. 
And some of them can be very clever and very funny. 
I like the one where the king says “free Bud Lights for everyone” and 
everyone cheers ‘Dilly Dilly” but one solitary guy asks for a Mead instead. 
He then starts to get particular about what he wants, until he ends up in the 
stocks. 
 
But there is a commercials that I’ve seen recently that I want to talk more 
about today. 
It’s supposed to be funny but I don’t really think it is,….and I’ll tell you why. 
The commercial is for Geico Ins. Company, which has many funny TV 
commercials. 
 
This one has a guy lounging in a lawn chair with a cold drink while all his 
neighbors are around him working in the yard doing chores for him. 
Turns out he is a hypnotist and has put them all under and directed them to 
serve him. 
Under hypnosis, one is watering his lawn, another washing his car, and then 
he tells one to clean his gutters and has another make him a frittata to eat. 
The point of the ad is that getting savings with Geico is as easy as getting 
people to do whatever you want of them when they are under hypnosis. 
 
I, frankly, think the guy is kind of creepy even though its supposed to be 
funny. 
But what’s even more creepy is the sad truth that the ad tells us. 
That people,… given the opportunity,…. often like the idea of having others 
serve them. 
It really is a way in which we can use other people to suit our wants and 
needs. 
You ever hear that in school?   That he/she is ‘using’ the other person? 
 
Why do you think people generally want to use others to do things for them? 
I think they want that because it makes them feel important and worthy. 
I think we want others to do for us so people will see it and it makes us feel 
special. 
And we all want to be and feel special, right? 
 
The guy in that commercial wants what Jesus’ two disciples we heard about 
wanted. 



They wanted Jesus to promise they’d be his top assistants when he became 
King. 
They wanted to be near the seat of power and then be big shots and feel 
important. 
That way, they’d be able to have people to wait on and serve them. 
 
But, first off, they wrongly assumed Jesus was going to be some kind of king. 
He actually spends all of his days in his ministry, doing things for others. 
He listens to others and gives them advice and helps them and heals them. 
Eventually, his voluntary death on the cross, is the ultimate act of serving 
others. 
 
Jesus was all about doing God’s will and God’s will is not for us to be served 
by others. 
God does not want us to strive to have others wait on and do for to please 
us. 
God wants us to strive to be someone who helps and serves others in any 
way we can. 
 
So Jesus tells them that they have things backwards. 
That if they wanna be great in God’s eyes,..they will do the reverse of what 
they want. 
Instead of trying to have others do for them,….. they need to try to do for 
others. 
Instead of being the one who is served,….. they are called to be servant of 
others. 
Then, he says, when you do for others, things will be better for you in the 
long run. 
 
There is another commercial I’ve seen on TV that I really like, and much 
prefer. 
That ad is for Liberty Mutual, another insurance company. 
It shows people around a town doing all sorts of things for other people. 
A woman stops a pizza delivery guy not paying attention, from walking into 
traffic. 
A man sees that and helps a mother struggling with a baby carriage get off of 
the bus. 
Another guy notices that and then helps his co-worker do something the guy 
can’t do. 
On and on it goes until someone does for the first woman who saved the 
pizza guy. 



 
Liberty Mutual’s theme is they are like the people in the ad and will do the 
right thing. 
Liberty Mutual shows people in their commercial doing positive and up-lifting 
things. 
Things are better for the people being helped,….but also things are better for 
everyone. 
 
And there are a lot of people in your life, in your school or neighborhood, in 
the world, like we saw in the video,…. who are struggling, hurting and can’t 
do for themselves. 
Jesus tells his disciples to be like the people in the Liberty Mutual 
commercial. 
To do things for others because that is how God makes the world a better 
place. 
 
And, of course, what Jesus tells his disciples is what he also tells us. 
That God wants us to focus more on serving and doing for others than having 
others serve and do things for us. 
That alone is a good reason to do this, but there is also another reason that 
this doing things for others is good. 
It’s good because it will make you feel good way down deep in your soul. 
Doing things for others will make you feel even better than having others do 
for you. 
 
If you don’t believe me, go look at that Geiko commercial where the guy has 
everyone waiting on him in his yard. 
If you notice, he doesn’t smile or look happy at all;...he just looks kind of 
smug. 
Whereas in the Liberty Mutual commercial, when people help others,…they 
both smile. 
And a smile is a dead give away on whether something we are doing is good 
or bad. 
 
So go and make yourself and Jesus happy by doing something for others. 
You’ll be glad you did - I promise,…no,…. Jesus promises! 
 
Amen 
 
 
 


