
LIVING WITH GOD AND OTHERS on HARMONY LANE 
 
 
 
This time of year, we hear some of the most wonderful music in the church year. 
Advent and Christmas offer a plethora of good hymns to hear and sing. 
You don’t have to know anything about music to know what sounds good. 
In case you haven’t noticed,…..I don’t know much about music. 
I can’t read music and even the terms used in music make no sense at all to me. 
 
But a word in today’s reading in Romans reminded me of what good music includes. 
It’s a word relating to music, but the word also pertains to life. 
The word resonated with me because it was in one of today’s bible readings and also 
echoed the things Isaiah said in our Old Testament lesson. 
 
That word is……Harmony. 
‘Harmony’ is when different things are in concord or agreement with one another. 
In music, ‘harmony is when disparate notes are joined together in common chords. 
So, even though they are dissimilar, they can make a pleasant sound called harmony. 
 
Whether or not we know music, we all know what ‘Harmony’ is and means. 
it’s obviously something that is very desirable for people to have or be part of. 
In life, we have all seen or heard of places that have adopted the name ‘Harmony’. 
Towns, roads, products that we purchase, often bear this nice sounding name. 
The thing is;… harmony is easier to achieve in music than in real life with people. 
 
That fact rings true if you look anywhere around our world, or country for that matter. 
Peoples of different nationalities and religions can’t find harmony with one another. 
But neither can people of the same nationality or the same religion. 
Even Christianity lacks harmony between Protestant and Catholic but also among the 
various sects of so called ‘Protestant’ believers. 
And in America today, we all know that people of different political affiliations find any 
kind of harmony difficult, if not impossible. 
 
Our friend John the Baptist really only focused on being in harmony with God. 
As he announced Jesus’ coming, John made warnings of God’s justice. 
And, even though Jesus’ ministry was all about putting us in harmony with God’s justice, 
he also promoted this idea of living in harmony with one another. 
 
In the years before Jesus, Isaiah spoke of God ushering in harmony to the world. 
That prophet spoke of the day of the Lord’s perfect harmony within the world. 
He gives examples of animal world adversaries, peacefully living together. 
Living together without hostility, aggression, or conflict. 
When the wolf shall live with the lamb and the calf and the lion are together. 
Symbolic language reminding us such a day will be even more harmonious for people 
 



In the years after Jesus, the apostle Paul talked about “living in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus”. 
He said a great example of this was Jesus’ ministry outreach extending to the Gentiles. 
They were, as you remember, considered by Jesus’ fellow Jews to be ‘those people’. 
Maybe not even worthy of being called people, and yet Jesus ministered to them. 
 
As Paul ministered to the Gentiles, he encouraged people to live in harmony in Christ. 
He didn’t care where they came from or their cultural differences. 
He didn’t care about their politically motivated ideas. 
He didn’t care they were supposed to be people ‘not like us’ and persons to hate. 
He only cared that they were on the same page as him in Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus came into the world to bring about our harmony with God and one another. 
His life and ministry; his promise of forgiveness; his death on the cross all point to that. 
But it’s easy to talk about such platitudes and to say this is what Jesus/God wants. 
Yet, it’s much harder for us to get to such a place. 
How do we arrive at Harmony Lane and dwell there with God and other people? 
 
One sure way is to find harmony is to find a like-mindedness that we share. 
When I studied labor relations, I learned that a good starting point for any negotiation is 
to find and accentuate where the two parties have common interests or goals. 
I recently read an article about an organization that held a retreat for people from 
opposite sides of the political spectrum to come together. 
They found that, despite extremely different solutions they advocated, people 
found harmony in the common goals that they both wanted. 
 
The first thing we want to try to do is live life in harmony with the life and acts of Jesus. 
To have the same goals that Jesus did and follow his actions, all the way to the cross. 
But then, when we look around at others in our lives, we might want to ask ourselves;.. 
Are words and acts of those we interact with, in harmony with the things of Jesus? 
How can we see where they emulate Jesus Christ in their words and deeds? 
Do they have a sense of right and right and justice along with a sense of mercy? 
Are they willing to forgive or try to forgive others and see that as a viable option? 
Where have they shown concern for the least, as Jesus did? 
 
There are ways to find harmony with those we might otherwise be disconnected with . 
We don’t have to root for the same teams, be from the same background, believe in the 
same political solutions or be the same race, nationality, gender or sexual preference. 
We only have to see Jesus Christ present in how they think, and talk and act. 
 
Because, the more Christ is present in our relationships; the more harmony is possible 
The more we find a harmony in those things, the less our disparate sounds separate us 
And when we are in harmony with God in Christ,…..the better things are. 
The more we can live with others in harmony in Christ, as Paul wrote,…  
the greater our chance to make some beautiful music for the world around us. 
 



Amen 
 


