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Message from the Pastor  
Waiting for God. 
 
That seems to be what people, both historically as well as today, end up doing a lot. 
Waiting for God to come to us.  To answer our prayers, to respond to our hurts and pain, to give us 
guidance in what we should or shouldn't do. 
Waiting for God can be hard to do. 
It involves both faith and patience and I'm not sure which one is more important since they are 
intertwined. 
Faith in God is something we all say we have, but having patience for God to act is what makes for the' 
proof in the pudding'.   We can always muster up some patience but, to do so, we have to have faith in 
something that we are waiting for.   A cure,.... a bill to get straightened out,....a dispute to be 
reconciled.    Patience requires faith that something or someone is working on our problem. 
 
Advent is the season where, in the church, we emphasize this idea of waiting and of God's coming to us. 
The people of Israel had long awaited the coming of God and at the time of Jesus that was true. 
Those Jewish believers who understood that, in Jesus the Christ God did in fact come to us, ended up 
being followers of his and were called Christians. 
And so, as we retell the Jesus story each year, we begin with Advent and we reflect on the Israelites 
waiting and hoping in this season of anticipation and waiting. 
As the story begins to take shape around the Christ child, that waiting comes to an end when we 
celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord,...that is,.... Christmas! 
 
But for the next four weeks we'll be in the waiting mode. 
Not unfamiliar territory for most of us since, as I said at the outset, we all end up at times waiting for God 
to act in our lives.   
Even though God came in the person of Jesus back then, we still wait for help today. 
If that waiting becomes hard for you to do and your faith wanes some,.... just look ahead to that 
Christmas blessing and gift.  That event tells us that, just as then, God does show up,.... even if its not as 
quick or in the way we hoped or expected.  Whatever our trials and tribulations in life,...from January to 
December each year,.... don't give up on waiting for God.  In some way, shape, or form, God will show 
up to rescue us and bring us to salvation, just like 2,000 plus years ago. 
Don't stop waiting for God. 
 
Pastor 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Lisa Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, Tom Doyle, Megan More, Shirley Jackson, Janice Kraus, Pamela Ketchum, Sal 
Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Michael Gagnon, Ken Dixon, Teri Miniti, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian 
Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny 
McCord, Elyse Novak, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Annual Congregation Meeting will be held immediately after service on 

 Sunday, January 27, 2019.    Please plan to attend this important event in our church life. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to beautify the sanctuary for Christmas, please add 
your name to the signup sheet displayed in the narthex or call and leave information with Nancy 
Hergenhan (732-224-8808).  The price is $16 each.  Last day to signup is Sunday December 16th. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 
 

Good Shepherd’s Annual Christmas Party 
Sunday December 9th  5:00 PM 

 
The years go by faster 

But one thing remains steady 
As December gets closer 

It’s time to get ready 
 

Our Good Shepherd Party? 
It’s in the same place 

Sign the sheet in the Narthex 
And we’ll save you a space 

 
Last year we wore sweaters 
And you still can wear one 

But this year there’s no contest 
So just come for the fun!  

 
We hope you can make it 
We invite you to share 
In the evening’s events 

And our fine food and fare 
 

You don’t want to miss out 
It’s the annual call 

You won’t want to miss it 
Come one and come all!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Winter Snow Closings  by Clem hergenhan for the Council 
In the event that winter weather causes us to have to cancel Sunday church services, we want to 
make sure everyone gets the word.   If you are on Pastor’s Sunday sermon email list you will 
receive an email.   If you receive the Voice by USmail, you will receive a phone call.   If you 
believe you are neither of these please let me or Pastor know and say how you’d like to be 
notified.     

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bayshore Lunch Program sends Thank You Letter  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Vatter and Church Members, 
 
The success of the Bayshore Lunch Program depends entirely on the selfless efforts 
and generosity of many individuals and churches such as yours. We appreciate the 
generous monetary donations by individual members to cover meals as well as your 



monthly donation of groceries, and the Board of Directors wishes to recognize the value 
of your support. 
 
We therefore convey to you the enclosed certificate. Please accept our sincere and 
humble thanks for bringing nourishing food and love to the tables of our needy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bayshore Lunch Program,  Board of Directors 
 
(NOTE : The certificate is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex of the church.) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 

 

 
Our new address!! 

 
No we haven’t moved but we are saying 
goodbye to our Post Office Box at the 
Holmdel Post Office, PO Box 452.    So if 
you want to mail anything to the church 
you now simply use the address 
 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
112 Middletown Road 
Holmdel, NJ 07733 
 
and it will come to our mailbox outside the 
church, which Glenn Hoffman and John 
Crump are expertly installing.    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Finance Committee Update by Stephanie Dall 
As we roll into the last quarter of the year, here is the financial update as of 10/31/18. YTD 
actual giving $89,775, compared to budgeted giving $95,648.  YTD actual spending is about 
the same as last year at $114k.   With monies we receive from other sources our net shortfall to 
budget is roughly $6,000.  
Thank you to everyone for your continued and extra support and also to those who have given 
special gifts during the year.  We are roughly in the same financial position now as we were last 
year at this time.   So as Christmas and year end approaches, we hope the gap will close. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

COG Christmas Effort      from Rikki Gracia 
Please watch the weekly church bulletins for special news about our Christmas doings 
for COG this December.    Thank you for all the support for COG this year. 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
CROP WALK THANK YOU!! 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping the Crop Walk of Red Bank on Sunday October 
21 this year.  Thanks also to Mike Carp who was our Coordinator and point person for 
Good Shepherd.  We had some who did the walking and many others who contributed 
donations.  Your efforts were all appreciated by the Crop Walk organizers and the rest 
of us.    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
 

1. Cathy Daguau and John McCord spent late November enjoying the warm 
temperatures of Arizona. 
 
2. Mike Carp announced a revised total for the 2018 Crop Walk at $840. Thanks again 
to everyone who participated in this project. 
 

Is anyone really comfortable with how they say "worcestershire sauce"? 
 

3. The Bayshore Lunch Program was closed for the first time from November 1 until 
November 16 while a new floor was installed and several other repairs made to the 
building. They are again up and running. 
 
4. Janice and Paul Kraus spent two weeks of November in Florida. 
 

Common sense is like deodorant - the people who need it most never use it. 
 

5. Maureen Bartlett reports that granddaughter Leila has graduated to a "Big girl" bed 
from her crib. 
 
6. Diane and Andy Mathisen enjoyed the Westminster Choir at Tower Hill Church on 
Saturday November 3. 
 

Jokes about Communism aren't funny unless everyone gets them. 
 

7. Thanks to Dave Kim for his beautiful cello music on Sunday November 4. 
 
8. Here's a December Mitzvah suggestion - Send a card to somebody on the Prayer 
List. 
 

I'm always at my best when it's a matter of opinion. (Charlie Brown) 
 



9. Happy birthday to Maureen Bartlett, Julia Blackburn, Marion Williamson and Clem 
Hergenhan (our Christmas baby). 
 
10. The congregation's contributions to the Bayshore Lunch Program for 2018 total 
more than $4,900 and almost $31,000 since 2014. Congratulations and thanks for all 
your help in feeding our hungry neighbors. 
 

When people tell me to stop living in the past, I reply, "But the music was so much 
better then." 

 
11. It is very good to see Dick Alberti back in church again after a long recovery time. 
Rumor has it Dick will be back at the piano for this year's Christmas party on December 
9. 
 
12. The congregation welcomed Pastor John Fischer on Sunday November 11 while the 
Hutchinsons were visiting family in Pittsburgh. 
 

Sven - "What do you call a spoiled kid who doesn't believe in Santa?" 
Ole - "A rebel without a claus." 

 
13. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd fedora to John Crump. Clem Hergenhan 
and Glenn Hoffman for installing a brand new mail box at the end of the driveway. 
 
14. The church has been informed of the death of Rikki Gracia's father in North 
Carolina. He was 91. And God will wipe away all tears. 
 

I am the ghost of Christmas Future Perfect Subjunctive. 
I will show you what would have happened were you not to have changed your ways. 

 
15. Pastor Pete began his sermon on Sunday November 18 with a rendition of 
"Jerusalem", sung to the tune of "New York, New York". (Tony Bennet is not  at all 
worried about the competition.). 
 
16. Check out the award certificate sent to Good Shepherd by the Bayshore Lunch 
Program. It's posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. You earned it. 
 

If you've ever wondered about Santa's nationality, he's Poleish. 
 

17.  Kirstin Mathisen motored up from Baltimore to join us in church on Sunday 
November 25. 
 
18. Don't miss the Good Shepherd Christmas Party on Sunday December 9 at 
5:00 PM in Frank Hall.  
 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, toward men of good will. (St. Luke) 
SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2019 Giving Envelopes are on a table in the narthex.   Please take yours.   If you don’t see yours let Clem 
Hergenhan know. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2018 Giving Statements will be available in January 2019. 
If you would like to receive yours via email rather than pick it up at church or having it sent to you via USMail, 
please email me at clemhergenhan@gmail.com .   Include your envelope number in the email. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BLP ACTIVITY REPORT - 2018 

by Gil Vatter 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd has been supporting a local food kitchen 
since 1988. First, preparing a monthly meal at Saint Mark's Kitchen in Keansburg and 
then, later, collecting and delivering food and supplies for Saint Mark's and what 
became the Bayshore Lunch Program in Keyport. In 2018, the Social Ministry 
Committee delivered food and supplies to Keyport worth more than $1,300, while the 
BLP Sponsors Program sent over $2,600 in funds to assist the kitchen in buying things 
that are not normally donated to the kitchen, such as meat, fish and fresh fruit and 
vegetables.  Items brought to BLP, which cannot be used to prepare meals are taken 
next door to the newly constructed Food Pantry sponsored by the Keyport Ministerium. 
Together, they try to guarantee a nutritious, hot meal for our hungry neighbors in 
northern Monmouth County. 
 
Good Shepherd has been an important supporter of the Bayshore Lunch Program since 
it's inception and they have come to rely on the church to provide supplies and funds on 
a regular basis. The Social Ministry Committee thanks you for your monthly contribution 
of food and supplies and for the funds you have provided as a "Sponsor". If you are not 
a Sponsor, please consider becoming one in 2019.  
 
In total, since 2009, the congregation has given food/supplies worth more than $16,600 
and monetary gifts of more than $14,200 since 2014, a grand total of almost $31,000 in 
outreach from our church. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 

by Gil Vatter 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come ! 
 

Anthems 
11. November 4 - "Jerusalem" - Charles Perry 

Accompanied by David Kim, cello 
12. November 11 - "Think On These Things" - Ruth Schram 
13. November 18 - "Song of Joyful Thanks" - Ruth Schram 

14. November 25 - "Psalm 150" - Cesar Franck 
 

Postlude Offerings by Miae Park 
November 4 - "Allegro from Sonata in G Major" - Martin Berteau 

David Kim, cello - Miae Park, piano 
November 11 - "Praise, My Lord, the King of Heaven" - Lani Smith 

November 18 - "Processional in G" - J. Stanley 
November 25 - "Processional" - Alfred Fedak 



 
 - The choir thanks David Kim for his cello music and for accompanying the Offering Music on Sunday 
November 4.  
 
 - Choir practice was cancelled on Thursday November 15 because of an unexpected snow storm. 
 
 - The choir rehearses every Thursday evening at the church at 7:30 PM. Everyone is invited to attend. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Donating Stock to Good Shepherd from Clem Hergenhan 

Did you know that you can donate shares of stock to Good Shepherd and get an additional tax 
saving when doing so?   If you have stock that has appreciated in value then you will need to pay 
tax on the increase in value when you sell it.  However, if you donate the stock you receive a 
charitable contribution deduction for the current value and you don’t have to pay taxes on the 
gain.  See me if you’d like more info. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A friend at St. Catherine’s told me …. 
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their squirrel 
infestation.  After much prayer and consideration, they concluded the squirrels were 
predestined to be there and they shouldn't interfere with God's divine will. 
 
At the Baptist church the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistery. The deacons 
met and decided to put a water-slide on the baptistery and let the squirrels drown 
themselves.  The squirrels liked the slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how to 
swim, so twice as many squirrels showed up the following week. 
 
The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God's 
creatures. So, they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them free near the Baptist 
Church.  Two weeks later the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the 
water-slide. 
 
But the Catholic church came up with a very creative strategy!  They baptized all the 
squirrels and made them members of the church.  Now they only see them at Christmas 
and Easter. 
 
Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue; they took the first squirrel and 
circumcised him. They haven't seen a squirrel since. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	–	Service	(Note	Special	Youth	Service	on	December	2)	
MONDAY	December	24			8pm	–	Christmas	Eve	Service	

	
Every	Thursday	(except	December	27th)	---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
MONDAY	December	10		6:30	-	Council	Mtg	

MONDAY	December	17		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	
SUNDAY	December	9		5pm	-	Good	Shepherd	Christmas	Party	


