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Message from the Pastor 
When, in 1527, the bubonic plague struck the village in which Martin Luther lived and served, the 
German pastor was asked what the correct response for one should be; to flee or not?  Luther wrote a 
famous letter which today seems as relevant to our world as it did to his almost 500 years ago.  Luther's 
main emphasis was to not ask 'What would Jesus do',... but to ask 'What if it were Jesus?'  What if it 
were Jesus who was sick and afflicted?   What does a person of Christian faith do then? 
 
Luther counseled that government officials and caregivers should remain in their jobs and at their 
stations.  Luther continually trusted those in authority to do what was best for and to guide the 
people.  And thus, hopefully so do we.  But for the normal citizens, Luther said there was no guilt in 
fleeing the plague for one's own good.  So today we have, in a sense, fled from the plague as we 
practice 'social distancing' as well as tolerate and accept that businesses and almost all other 
places...even churches!,....are shuttered. 
 
But Luther also said that "one should dare not leave his neighbor unless there are others who will take 
care of the sick in their stead and nurse them.    In such cases we must respect the word of Christ, 'I was 
sick and you did not visit me...' (Matt. 25: 41-46).     According to this passage we are bound to each 
other in such a way that no one may forsake the other in his distress but is obliged to assist and help him 
as he himself would like to be helped." 
 
What was unique to Martin Luther is that all of these words were backed by his willingness to actually 
follow his own advice.   Not only did he and his wife, Katharina, open their own home as a ward to the 
infected, but he recognized the opportunity to preach Christ to those literally days away from death. 
 
So a couple take aways from Luther.  One, is that it makes sense and is not contrary to God's word to 
keep physically apart from one another during this time.   And sadly, that includes not holding worship 
services until the coast is clear.  But it also is right and salutary for us to not lose sight of the suffering of 
the many afflicted.   While this is not the plague that Luther faced, it is called a pandemic that has 
impacted many, in our nation and around the world.  To follow Luther's advice does not mean to expose 
yourself to the virus, but it does mean to seek to find ways that you can help others.  That may be 
contribution to some medical cause or to help anyone afflicted by anything, in this nation but also around 
the world.   Or it may be simply sending a note or making a phone call to connect with someone who 
may need a kind or sympathetic word.   But whatever it is, don't isolate from relationships as part of the 
physical isolation we have submitted to.  As Luther said, echoing sentiments of Jesus "we are bound to 
each other". 
 
Secondly,...as I have been saying in sermons in recent weeks as well as for years;... rest confidently in 
God's protection.  The God who did not maintain social distance from humanity but who, in the person of 
Jesus, came and exposed himself to all that this world is, both the good and the bad.  The God who 
made the world and those within it and who, according to that same Jesus, loves and cares for us.  The 
God who brings good out of bad and who always gives us reason for hope.  As part of that 'hope' is our 
trust that we will soon get back together at The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 
……………… Amen 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email  pastorpeteh@verizon.net    
Doreen Minutella, Sung Ok Hahm, George Groh, Sue McCabe, Kaylee Gallagher, Jennifer Acker, Ed Lustenberg, 
Christopher Dall, Pat Gagnon, Bob & Vivian Sislian, Melanie Vara, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, 
Christian Savage, Lisa Rossi, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer, Megan More, Sal Suppa, Sid & Pamela Ketchum, Bob 
Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Cole, Sue & Dick Alberti, Herb & Bunny 
Kuhl, Kevin & Danny McCord, Nancy DiPiazza, Freddy Fulop,   and the family and friends of James Kelly. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Virtual Service -- 
With services temporarily suspended on Sundays until travel is allowed again, Pastor is 
producing a church service video each week you can watch.  There is also a music 
video performed by Miae and members of her family.  If you didn’t receive any emails 
from him with these videos and would like to, email him at pastorpeteh@verizon.net  
   

 

 
 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
An Artist Among Us  -   Morgan’s art project was 1 of 12 chosen to represent Thompson Middle School to 
display for the month of March at Middletown Arts Center, Middletown.  The fox vessel was chosen for its 
uniqueness, degree of difficulty, and overall impressive design.          Way to go Morgan!!!
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Still hoping to hold PROPERTY DAY May 16th (9am to 1pm) –  
Please come out and join in the Good Shepherds annual spring cleaning day.  Come whenever you like 
and stay as long as you feel like.  There will be plenty of items on the list for you to pick from.  There are 
things to do both inside and out.  One large project is to paint the window frames by the entrance to the 
Narthex.  All materials will be provided and there will even be refreshments.  This event will be a great 
way to share some fellowship in an informal setting.  Oh, did I forget to mention how EXCITING the work 
is!        John Dall - Property Chair 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Mike Carp received the following email.   Along with these funds we had $107 in food 
contributed which was sent to Lunch Break. 

Hi there, 
Thanks for sending us your report for the Souper Bowl of Caring campaign this year.  I 
have attached a certificate showing that your church's totals were added to the national 
totals. Watch our website to see the national total grow as the weeks go by.  Large or small, 
every donation helps our neighbors in need. 
Thanks for tackling hunger with us!        All the best,   Alison from SouperBowl of Caring 



 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

 
A lot of things have changed around the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, including this edition of 
"Around the Parish" as well as my other effort,  "A Few Notes From the Choir". On the musical side. the 
last choir practice took place on Thursday March 5, when the choir prepared an anthem for the worship 
service of Sunday March 8. Although there was a worship service that Sunday, the choir, in an 
abundance of caution, did not participate and since most of the members of the choir are senior citizens, 
they were not present that day. There has not been a rehearsal since then and Miae Park and her 
talented sons have been supplying all the music for Pastor Pete's wonderful cyber church services since 
that time. All of the choir members are staying home and practicing "social distancing" instead of "sacred 
music" until we can help lead the worship services again at Good Shepherd. 
 
Still, life goes on and the members of our congregation are still waking up every morning and accepting 
the challenges that each day offers. So, here are some of what's going on "around the 
parish"............................... 
 
- Happy birthday to George Groh, Joan Horlacher, former member Andy Lichter, former church secretary 
Jean Taylor and my better half, Patty Vatter.  
 
- Happy anniversary to Bunny and Herb Kuhl, Diane and Andy Mathisen, former members Marion and Ed 
Schloemer and Randi and Bob Stetz.  
 
- Happy anniversary to Good Shepherd Church, which marked another year on March 30.  
 
- The congregation welcomes Debby and Pastor Pete's son and family, who moved to Ocean Grove from 
South Korea in late February. 
 
- Congratulations and thanks to John Dall who was re-elected Council President for 2020. 
 



- The congregation welcomed former Pastor Jack Elstad on Sunday March 8 as he substituted for Pastor 
Pete. 
 
- We are happy to announce that the SouperBowl of Caring has provided $382 in cash and $107 worth of 
food for local charities. The money was divided into three checks for Bayshore Lunch Program, Lunch 
Break and the Community Outreach Group. The food was delivered to Lunch Break by Mike Carp who 
lead the campaign. 
 
- The Social Ministry Committee has noted that "outreach" through March has reached a total of $5.037. 
Thank you all very much. Please keep up the good work. 
 
- The Bayshore Lunch Program and all other New Jersey soup kitchens have been temporarily closed by 
order of the Governor 'til further notice. 
 
- Many thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd fedora to Pastor Pete and his helpers who are presenting 
a worship service for the congregation each Sunday during the time we have to be apart. Why not send 
the service to your friends and neighbors. 
 
- A personal thanks to all those who have called written and e-mailed offering help and assistance during 
the pandemic. We old folks thanks you and offer our prayers that things will soon be back to "normal" and 
we can all worship together as a congregation again. 
 
And just to offer one smile in the face of gloom................................. 

There once was a farmer from Leeds, 
Who swallowed some packets of seed. 

It soon came to pass, 
He was covered with grass, 

And has all the tomatoes he needs. 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH SOON 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CROP WALK THANK YOU’S 
 

 



  
 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 

 


