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Message from the Pastor  
Every month I write a short piece for this publication.  But nothing I might compose would be as good as 
what I read recently by Peter Wehner. 
Please do me a favor,....no,...do yourself a favor and read this excerpt that I've reprinted.  Thanks. 
Pastor 
 
In his book 'What's So Amazing About Grace?' Philip Yancey describes a conference on comparative 
religions where experts from around the world debated which belief, if any, was unique to the Christian 
faith.  C.S. Lewis happened to enter the room during the discussion.   When he was told the 
topic....Lewis responded "Oh, that's easy.  It's grace". 
 
Lewis was right.  No other religion places grace at its theological center.  It was a revolutionary idea; as 
Mr. Yancey puts it, grace "seems to go against every instinct of humanity".  We are naturally drawn to 
covenants (you do for me and I'll do for you) and karma, to cause and effect, to earning what we receive. 
 
Grace is different.  It is the unmerited favor of God, unconditional love given to the undeserving.  It's a 
difficult concept to understand because it isn't entirely rational.  "Grace defies reason and logic" as Bono, 
the lead singer of U2, put it.   "Love interrupts, if you like, the consequences of your actions". 
 



There's a radical equality at the core of grace.  None of us are deserving of God's grace, so it't not 
dependent on social status, wealth or intelligence.  There is equality between kings and peasants, the 
prominent and the unheralded, rule followers and rule breakers. 
 
If you find yourself in the company of people whose hearts have been captured by grace, count yourself 
lucky.   They love us despite our messy lives, stay connected to us through our struggles, always holding 
out the hope of redemption.  You don't sense hard edges, dogmatism or self-righteous judgment from 
gracious people.  People who have been transformed by grace have a special place in their hearts for 
those living in the shadows of society.  They're easily moved by stories of suffering and they are willing to 
step into the breach to help heal.   And grace, properly understood, always produces gratitude.   
 
Of course, grace can easily be exploited by people who don't want to be held accountable for their 
misdeeds; the theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer referred to this as "cheap grace".  Nor is it easy to balance 
grace with the requirements of justice.  We obviously can't organize society around the concept of 
grace.  Yet the problem today is more the absence of grace than its presence. 
Jesus encountered this (lack of grace) throughout his entire ministry, which helps explain why he was 
more comfortable in the company of the unclean and reviled, the lowly and the outcast, than religious 
authorities.     
 
But today we still see (grace) demonstrated in heroic and small ways in everyday context;  it's always at 
least a little unexpected and out of the ordinary. 
A lot like the incarnate deity, veiled in flesh, born in a manger in Bethlehem. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Margaret Polnick, Maureen Bartlett, Lisa Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, Tom Doyle, Megan More, Shirley Jackson, 
Janice Kraus, Pamela Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Michael Gagnon, Ken Dixon, Teri Miniti, Rich 
Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick and Cole Alberti, Bunny 
Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Elyse Novak, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Annual Congregation Meeting will be held immediately after service on 

 Sunday, January 27, 2019.    Please plan to attend this important event in our church life. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On December 2nd we had our second 'Youth Sunday' in which confirmation students handled all the jobs 
at worship 

Patrick was our Greeter and sender at close of worship 
Morgan lit the Advent Candle this first Sunday of Advent 
Natalia was our Acolyte 
Summer was our Reader 
Katey and Kolby were our Ushers 
Isabella and Bella helped with prayers as we read names on our prayer list 
Tim and Logan were our Communion Assistants with Chalice of wine 

They all did a great job!.     Thank you!      Pastor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNUAL PARTY BEGINS CHRISTMAS SEASON 
by Gil Vatter 

 
The congregation of Good Shepherd began the celebration of this year's Christmas season with a dinner 
party in Frank Hall on the cold, crisp evening of Sunday December 9 at 5:00 PM. Our genial host and 
master of ceremonies, Garry Westerweller, set the tone of the evening with a few words of welcome and 
an invitation to enjoy a variety of wine and snacks as the group assembled. At 5:30 PM we were all 
pleased to see Maestro Dick Alberti again take his place at the piano and lead the merry makers in a 
series of familiar Christmas melodies, including "The Little Drummer Boy", "Away in a Manger", "Rudolph, 



the Red Nosed Reindeer", "Silent Night" and others, ending with the traditional, "We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas". Garry also invited the crowd to inspect a jar of Hershey "kisses" located on top of the piano 
and estimate the number of kisses it contained. The closest guess was promised a special prize. 
 
Garry continued his welcoming remarks with another of his famous poems, written for the occasion, which 
this year was a recap of the beloved Christmas story, telling how Joseph and Mary journeyed to 
Bethlehem and the shepherds witnessed a miracle.Pastor Hutchinson offered prayer after which dinner 
was served, buffet style, from tables loaded with chicken, ham, shrimp, vegetables, beef stew, pasta, 
salad and all the trimmings. provided by Dawn's Catering & Service of Ridgewood, New Jersey. 
 
Following dinner, Garry introduced his own Good Shepherd Christmas version of the wellknown TV game 
show, "Family Feud". Two "families" were chosen; family one - Rikki, Lorenzo and Natalia Gracia, Allison 
McKnight and Morgan Summey versus family two; Debbie and Pete Hutchinson, Gayle McKnight, Sue 
Alberti and Clem Hergenhan. The winners were given gift cards as well as lots of laughs and applause 
from the audience. The Feud was followed by the famous (and dreaded) Westerweller Christmas Trivia 
Quiz, which has been a part of every Good Shepherd Christmas party for many years. The (not so easy) 
categories included "Movie Trivia", "Christmas Song Trivia", "Christmas Hymn Trivia" and "Around the 
Parish Trivia". Questions included: 
 
"How many years pass between Jacob Marley's death and his ghostly visit to Scrooge?" (7 years) 
 
"Susan Walker appeared in what Christmas movie?" ("Miracle on 34th Street") 
 
"In 1953 this Christmas song was Eartha Kitt's biggest hit of her career." ("Santa Baby") 
 
"In our current (red) hymnal, what is the last song listed for Advent" ("Joy to the World") 
 
The winning table, made up of Doreen and Glenn Hoffman, Stephanie and John Dall, Nancy and Clem 
Hergenhan and Sue and Dick Alberti came up with 29 out of 35 correct answers and were awarded gift 
cards. As dessert and coffee were served, Rikki Gracia was named winner of the Hershey kisses contest 
guessing that there were 85 kisses in the jar. There were actually 90. 
 
The final event of the night was the awarding of the coveted Good Shepherd Service Awards to members 
of the congregation. The 2018 winners included: 
 
Maureen Bartlett - Good Shepherd's "Helping Hand" Award - With heartfelt appreciation from the entire 
congregation. Your constant help throughout the years does not go unnoticed. Thanks for all the help you 
provide each and every Sunday. 
 
Morgan Summey - Good Shepherd's "High Enthusiasm" Award - This award is presented to thank you for 
all of your help at the Christmas Parties and in recognition of the enthusiasm you show us each and every 
Sunday. Keep smiling, Morgan, It's contagious. 
 
Doreen Hoffman - Good Shepherd's "Bravery" Award - For boldly going where few have gone before and 
displaying bravery beyond equal, in taking the plunge and joining the Good Shepherd Church Council. 
 
Dick Alberti - Good Shepherd's "Piano Man" Award - Given in recognition of your hard fought fight in your 
recovery, along with your dedication to get back in front of the old ivories to lead us in song! Thanks for 
the Melodies. 
 
Rikki Gracia - Good Shepherd's "Helping Hands" Award - For your hard work and dedication to COG and 
for seamlessly keeping the program going here at Good Shepherd. Thank you for your time and efforts. 
 
Gil and Patty Vatter - Good Shepherd's "Let's Do Lunch" Award - For all that you both do to help provide 
the less fortunate with food and comfort through the Bayshore Lunch Program. Thanks for your continued 
leadership and example. 



 
Glen Hoffman - Good Shepherd's :"On the Level" Award - In recognition of all your hard work and 
extraordinary ability to keep the church and its property looking good. Even without working 
tools....Thanks for always volunteering to assist. 
 
John Dall, President of the Congregation Council presented a surprise framed certificate to Garry 
Westerweller in recognition of all the work he has done over many years in preparing and producing 
Good Shepherd's Christmas Parties. All of the recognition awards were heartily applauded by the crowd. 
 
With our thanks to emcee Garry Westerweller and everyone who helped to set up tables and decorations 
and to those who helped to put everything away after the party. It was an evening of good fun and good 
food.                  Merry Christmas ! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Winter Snow Closings  from your Church Council 
In the event that winter weather causes us to have to cancel Sunday church services, we want to make sure everyone 
gets the word.   If you are on Pastor’s Sunday sermon email list you will receive an email.   If you receive the Voice 
by USmail, you will receive a phone call.   If you believe you are neither of these please let Pastor know and say 
how you’d like to be notified.     

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
GOOD SHEPHERD GREETS THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

by Gil Vatter 
 

More than 60 people celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ with a communion/candlelight service on 
Monday December 23 at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. The service followed the traditional 
pattern using the familiar words and music welcoming the newborn child. The Church was beautifully 
decorated by the members of the Altar Guild with a tall decorated Christmas tree, wreathes on the 
windows on both sides of the sanctuary and the traditional poinsettias gracing the altar provided by 17 
parish families, for the Christmas Eve service at 8:00 PM at Good Shepherd Church.   
 
The service began with the Prelude played on the organ by the church's Minister of Music, Miae Park 
and a beautiful rendition of "Angels From the Realms of Glory" played by the Kim Brothers Cello Trio and 
a Christmas anthem by the choir, "Bring Us Hope Tonight" by Mark Davis. The congregation and choir 
continued the musical beginning with the familiar hymn, "O Come All Ye Faithful", followed by a reading 
from the book of Isaiah 9 by Andy Mathisen and a reading from Titus 2 by Gil Vatter. The Gospel 
recounted the familiar story of the baby's birth from Saint Luke, and Pastor Hutchinson's sermon 
recounted "How God came to be with us".  
 
The choir's Offering Music was the "Gloria" from the Vivaldi Cantata. The prayers, the Peace and the 
Communion followed. Rachel Mathisen provided handbell music during the communion, a beautiful 
medley of Christmas music, "Christmas Rejoicing", arranged by C. Anderson. Following prayer, the 
church was darkened as the old familiar strains of the beloved German carol, "Silent Night" filled the 
sanctuary and each person in the congregation held a candle as they repeated the old, well known 
words, "all is calm, all is bright". The music segued into "Joy to the World" as the light returned to the 
church, signaling the arrival of the light of the world, the child in Bethlehem. The service ended with the 
Prelude, "Hallelujah" by Georg Felix Handel as each family filed out from the church to begin 
preparations for their own celebration to come. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

"For auld lanf syne, my dears, for ould lang syne, 
We'll take a cup of kindness yet, for auld lang syne." (Robert Burns) 

 



1. Happy New Year to everyone in the congregation. May you have a healthy, happy 2019 and may the 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd continue to  present the Gospel with love and confidence in the 
coming year and for years to come.  
 
2. Sunday December 2, a mild, rainy day, was YOUTH SUNDAY at Good Shepherd as well as the first 
Sunday in Advent. The sanctuary was decorated in royal blue paraments and banners to mark the 
season. 
 

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you. (Bill Theune) 
 

3. The Social Ministry Committee announced gifts of $12,600 through November from Good Shepherd to 
various charities. Thank you congregation. 
 
4, Happy Birthday to Pastor Pete Hutchinson, Fred Oberkehr, Bill Theune, Ellen Tehve and Kim Wehrli. 
All January babies., 
 

My goal for 2019 is to lose 10 pounds. I only have 14 to go. 
 

5. Thanks to the folks who gave their time to set up and tear down the chairs, tables, etc. for the church 
Christmas party in Frank Hall. 
 
6. Happy anniversary to Lois and George Frank and to Karen and Andy Lichter. 
 

Every refrigerator has a "crisper drawer", a great place to hide vegetables while they rot. 
 

7. Janice and Paul Kraus returned from a vacation in Florida on Sunday December 9. Glad to have you 
back. 
 
8. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd Santa Cap to Garry Westerweller for his annual work to plan 
and produce the church's annual Christmas party. We all appreciate your hard work, Garry. 
 

Every time I decide to try a healthy diet, a chocolate bar looks at me and "Snickers". 
 

9, In 2018, the Bayshore Lunch Program Sponsors sent more than $3,700 to the Keyport food kitchen. 
Thanks. 

 ARE YOU A "SPONSOR" ? 
 
10. John McCord helped the Brick Knights of Columbus distribute Christmas food baskets to the area 
needy. 
 

For most chemists, alcohol is not a problem; it's a solution. 
 

11. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd derby to Miae Park for playing a "Mini-concert" every sunday, 
all year, after the sevice. 
 
12. Maureen Bartlett had a hip replacement operation the week of December 10 and is recovering at 
home. Hurry back, Maureen, We miss you. 
 

I have a condition that prevents me from going on a diet. It's called HUNGER. 
 

13. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd beanie to the brothers Kim for their music last year and 
especially for their Christmas  
Eve prelude, "Angels From the Realms of Glory", which set the tone for a wonderful candle light service. 
 
14. Anne (Rajala) Medling and son Jason worshiped with us on Sunday December 23. Anne is Professor 
of Astro-Physics at the University of Toledo. 



 
Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes.  

That way, when you criticize them, you're a mile away and you have their shoes. 
 

15. All three Mathisen kids were in church on Sunday December 23. Captain Mike Fink, however had the 
duty back in Georgia and was unable to be with us.  
 
16. Sincere thanks to the members of the Altar Guild, who enhanced the altar and the Sanctuary with a 
decorated tree, wreathes and flowers for Christmas and thanks to the 17 families from the congregation 
who furnished the traditional poinsettias for the holiday. It was beautiful. 
 

Lena, Ole and Sven wish you godt nytt ar for 2019 
 

17. Dick Alberti was featured in the January/February edition of the Hackensack/Meridian Health's "Health 
Views" magazine. The article, "Seeing Clearly" recounts Dick's battle with myasthenia gravis and how 
robotic surgery was used to help remedy the problem.  
 
18. It was great to have both Shirley Jackson and Christian Kraus with us at the Christmas Eve service.  
  

I'm at that delusional age when I think everyone my age looks way older than I do. 
 

Finally, as we look forward to a new year, we thank our "good shepherd", Pastor Pete for his work here in 
Holmdel for the past three years. He has added new facets to our worship as well as to other parts of our 
lives and we extend our appreciation and hope for many more years of both his pastorate and his 
friendship. And, lucky us, we got Deb as part of the deal.  
 

May the new year bring peace on earth. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
2018 Giving Statements will be available in January 2019   …….       from Clem Hergenhan 
If you would like to receive yours via email rather than pick it up at church or having it sent to you via USMail, 
please email me at clemhergenhan@gmail.com .   Include your envelope number in the email. 
 
Your Giving Statement lists every monetary contribution you make directly to Good Shepherd.  So it is important 
that your name (or “envelope number”) be marked on each donation.  If you give monies directly to any of the 
charities we work with (for example, the Bayshore Lunch Program), that will not appear on your statement (you will 
have to record that separately for tax purposes).    Please see me if you have any questions. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
"Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the new born King" 

 
Anthems 

15. December 2 - The Heavens are Telling" - Franz Josef Haydn 
16. December 9 - "When Thou, My Righteous Judge, Shall Come" - M. Bulford 

Accompanied by David Kim, Cello 
17. December 16 - "Rejoice in the Lord Always" - Henry Purcell 

18. December 23 - "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - Georg Telemann 
19. December 24 - "Bring Us Hope Tonight" - Mark Davis 

20. - December 24 - "Gloria" - A. Vivaldi 
 

December 24 - "Christmas Rejoicing" - Arr: C. Anderson 
Rachel Mathisen - Hand Bells 

 
December 24 - "Angels From the Realms of Glory" - Trad. 



Kim Brothers Trio 
 

Postludes 
December 2 - "Wake, Awake for Night is Flying" - Arr: Paul Nanz 

December 9 - "Trumpet Tune" - Gordon Young 
December 16 - "The Advent Chorale" - Felix Mendelssohn 
December 23 - "And the Glory of the Lord" - G. F. Handel 

December 24 - "Hallelujah" - G. F. Handel 
 

 - The choir thanks David Kim for accompanying the anthem on Sunday December 9 and all three Kim 
brothers for their beautiful Christmas Eve cello prelude and, of course Miae Park for all of her work and 
contribution to worship in 2018.  
 
 - The choir thanks Rachel Mathisen for her hand bell presentation on Christmas Eve. 
 
 - The choir thanks Kirsten and Kurt Mathisen for singing with the choir on Christmas Eve. 
 
 - The choir rehearses every Thursday evening at the church at 7:30 PM. Everyone is welcome to join in 
the singing. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 

 

 
 
"To be is to do"--Socrates. 
 
 
Like the Burma Shave road signs, 
you have to wait for each one…..

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	–	Service	
Every	Thursday	---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
MONDAY	January	7		6:30	-	Council	Meeting	

MONDAY	January	21		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	
SUNDAY	January	27	Congregational	Meeting	after	Service	


