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Message from the Pastor  
About a month ago, my mother in law died suddenly.  Although she was 88 years old, it was a shock to 
all of us.  Immediately afterwards, the grief began for everyone close to her and our lives were re-routed 
to a 'new normal' and not something we anticipated or planned for. 
 
For Thanksgiving, even though we had some family over, including our delightful granddaughter, it was 
not the same.   Christmas will be tough too. 
I know most, if not all, of you know the anguish and pain that death brings to us, especially around the 
holidays.    Actually, any kind of loss brings forth sadness and grief within our souls.  
It can be from a death of a loved one, but also the end of a friendship, the departure of someone we 
know, losing a job, and even a pet.  Loss is something that dispenses upon us this terrible thing called 
grief and gives us a burden we will have to carry from there on out.   
 
With the season of Advent upon us, we focus once more on the idea of hope in what is to come. 
Advent points to the birth and coming of Jesus the Christ, who in turn points us to the kingdom of God. 
A place, in part here on earth when 'his will be done', but also (and most importantly in times of grief) to 
hope for a place of reunification with those we love. 
Advent accentuates this idea of anticipation of God's promises that gives us hope, even if that hope for 
now provides only a little bit of relief to our grief. 
 
Some of my most favorite hymns are in the season of Advent and one of the most classic is 'O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel'    Several of the later verses remind us of the hope we have in God when they say... 
 

"Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight......" 
refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new" 

 
We may be broken in our grief at various times of our lives, especially around the hoidays. 
But we look forward to when, as the hymn says, what has been broken will be made new. 
Amen 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Stephanie Hoffman, Walter Kyle, Sue McCabe, Kaylee Gallagher, Jennifer Acker, Ed Lustenberg, Christopher Dall, 
Pat Gagnon, Vivian Sislian, Melanie Vara, James Kelly, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa Rossi, Rev. 
Howard Weidemoyer, Megan More, Sal Suppa, Pamela Ketchum, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, 
Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Cole, Sue & Dick Alberti, Herb & Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & 
Danny McCord 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service -  8PM 
Come… hear the Christmas story… remember the reason for the season 



++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Winter Snow Closings  
In the event that winter weather causes us to have to cancel Sunday church services, we want to make sure everyone 
gets the word.  If you are on Pastor’s Sunday sermon email list you will receive an email.  If you receive the Voice 
by USmail, you will receive a phone call.  If you believe you are neither of these please let Pastor know and say how 
you’d like to be notified. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead – Our annual Congregation Meeting will be held immediately after service on 
Sunday, January 26, 2020.  Please plan to attend this important event in our church life. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A council member’s tale ---    by Garry Westerweller 
 
As you may or may not be aware, I am about to complete my 8 th year on the Church Council. I had 
previously served for 7 consecutive years as Council Secretary, but decided to rejoin again this past year. 
Many things have changed during my tenure here. A member for over 25 years now, I have seen the 
Church go through good times and bad. I, personally, have gone from a non-participating member of 
our Church, who didn’t even know the names of his fellow congregational members, to a lay reader, a 
Christmas Party emcee, and a member of the Church Council. 
 
How the heck did this all happen? Even I ask myself that question sometimes. I guess though, if I really 
look within myself, I would have to say that it’s the people and congregation that keep me volunteering. 
Over the years we have seen many visitors joining our worship service, and the constant feedback we 
always here is how friendly the people of Good Shepherd are, and how welcoming a place this is to 
worship, and to share fellowship. I don’t know about everyone else, but this is a marvelous sentiment 
to share with the world today. We live in a world where people don’t have the time for anything 
anymore. We are busy going to work, driving our kids everywhere, attaching ourselves to every new 
technology. Most of us can’t live without our cell phones by our side. Our kids would be lost without 
them. The subtle art of conversation and getting to know someone is quickly leaving our society. This is 
one of the reasons that I feel the fellowship of our Church is so important. We have a very small core, 
but a great group. For me, Good Shepherd has always been a place where people care, take the time to 
get to know you, and share a smile. If I can give back, even just a little, maybe I can make a difference. 
 
One of the facts that I find fascinating is that Scientists have discovered it takes more muscles to frown 
than to smile. Spending an hour a month at a Good Shepherd Council Meeting is further proof of this 
fact. In a very minimal amount of time and commitment, you can discover the ins and outs of how our 
Church helps those in need, why we are known as the friendly Church, and quite frankly, why it is so 
easy to smile. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Christmas Community Outreach Group Projects 
We have two projects this year --- 
1.) The Christmas wish GIVING TREE, which is the tree that our Confirmation class created last Sunday 
and is standing on a table in the Narthex. 
This special tree is filled with angel tags for 20 children in our community listing their names, ages and 
Christmas gift wish.  Their parents need help granting their wishes so they have been placed on our tree 
for our congregation to adopt and fulfill.  These kids and their parent are getting to safety and shelter from 
the 180 Turning Lives Around organization, which helps kids and their parent get out of abusive home 
situations and back on their feet. 
 
We at Good Shepard have been helping for the past 3 years by taking an Angel tag and fulfilling a child's 
Christmas wish, listed on the back.  Please take a tag and fill out the form on the table listing your chosen 
child's name, age and wish and your name and phone number so I know who is helping which child. 



I will be collecting gifts on Sunday, December 15th, to take to our representative, Francine at 180 Turning 
Lives Around in time for Christmas Eve.  Pastor Pete will also hold gifts in his office if you are not at 
church on the 15th. 
 
2.) Our second and equally important Christmas Fundraiser is for our COG (Community Outreach 
Group) Charity.  This local charity is a group of local churches that helps members of our community in 
need in various ways throughout the year.  The Christmas Charity Fundraiser collects money to help 
verified families who are struggling to keep a roof over their heads and providing for their families. They 
need extra help during the holidays.    Our goal this year is to contribute $999 to COG for this fundraiser 
from Good Shepard Lutheran Church. 
 
If you are able, please help with a check to Good Shepard Lutheran Church and in the memo line note 
"2019 COG Christmas Fundraiser".  You can give the check to Pastor Pete or myself.  We appreciate 
your assistance and will keep you updated on progress to our goal. 
 
Thank you for helping to make the holidays special and happy for those in need in our community.   
Thoughtfully,         Rikki Gracia 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Some notes from the Council Meeting on Nov 11  

Attendees: John Dall, Stephanie Dall, John Crump, Clem Hergenhan, Pastor Pete, Garry Westerweller, Jamie 
Antonacci, Doreen Hoffman, Andy Mathisen 
With regard to finances, membership giving is less than expected.   Hopefully Nov and Dec will get us back to our 
expected level.   
 
Dean Brown, was pastor of Trinity in Red Bank, has moved to a position with the Synod.   We received info from 
the church as well as from him at Synod office.  
  
Social Ministry  - total through October is $13,393; includes Lunch Break and Crop Walk.  
 
Property Report -  Signed again with Molson for snow removal.  We have passed all inspections for the new boiler 
and hot water heater in Frank Hall.  Allied has completed inspections of all fire extinguishers.    
 
Christmas party update – date set December 15th.  Garry Westerweller reports that Cracked Olive will be 
catering.   Deposit given and menu set.   His sister Erika will be serving for us (as she has previous years).   Signup 
board in narthex will go up this week..   
 
Oak Hill Assoc Christmas Party December 7th and German School Christmas Party December 8th, 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED with Lord’s Prayer at  7:35 
Next meeting 6:30 on Dec 9th              
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Oak Hill Association to host “Visit with Santa” event 
Saturday, December 7 from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m 

At Good Shepherd 
 
The Oak Hill Association has been in existence for over 30 years. It is a casual group, formed to provide 
some social settings at which neighbors can meet.  Each year, the OHA hosts a “Visit with Santa” for the 
neighborhood children and has been lucky enough to host at The Church of the Good Shepherd in years 
past.  This is an opportunity for the children to meet Santa, take a photo, enjoy some juice and cookies 
and share in the holiday season with their friends and neighbors.  It is a time-honored tradition that the 
children and their families look forward to year after year! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 

Good Shepherd’s Annual Christmas Party 
Sunday December 15th  5:00 PM

 
It’s getting closer to Christmas 

Once again, time to rhyme 
And to send out this invite 

For you to have a good time! 
 

This year’s Christmas party,  
Is where else, but Frank Hall 

You won’t want to miss it 
Come one and come all 

 
It’s the event of the season 

One that shouldn’t me missed 

So sign up today  
Avoid the Naughty list!  

 
The big sheet in the Narthex 

Just write down your name 
It’s your ticket for fun  

And our Trivia Game 
 

Come Join in the fun 
As we meet, greet, and eat! 

Reserve your spot now 
And we’ll save you a seat! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thank You for Thrivent member contributions.   If you are a member of Thrivent you may have 
“contribution dollars” assigned to you that you can donate to any of many charities.   Some folks have sent those 
dollars to Good Shepherd.   We say “thank you” for that.   These monies arrive anonymously so if you have sent 
them to us, please let us know. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Office Furniture – we are looking to upgrade furniture in the church office.   Several items have reached that 
“well worn” stage.   If you have any furniture, e.g. a bookshelf, that you would like to donate, please contact Clem 
Hergenhan,    clemhergenhan@gmail.com   732-224-8808. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Poinsettias 

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to beautify the sanctuary for Christmas, please add your name to the 
signup sheet displayed in the narthex or call and leave information with Nancy Hergenhan (732-224-8808).  The 
price is $16 each.  Last day to signup is Sunday December 15th. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
AROUND THE PARISH 

by Gil Vatter 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 
 

1. Happy birthday to Julia Blackburn, Maureen Bartlett and our Christmas baby, Clem Hergenhan who 
has a double celebration on December 25. 
 



2. Good Shepherd responded to the 2019 Crop Walk with a check for $1, 745 and one of our bigger 
marching groups ever. 
 

A turkey and a duck went to dinner together. The duck got the bill. 
 

3. The church was notified of the death of Debbie Hutchinson's mother, Ruth Puglisi, on Friday November 
1 at age 88. And God will wipe away all tears. 
 
4. More than $300 worth of baby food and supplies was delivered by the Social Ministry Committee to 
Lunch Break in Red Bank for their food pantry. 
 

Archeologist - A person whose career is in ruins. 
 

5. Thanks to David Kim, cello who presented "Dialogue" by J. F. Dandrieu as the prelude at the Sunday 
November 10 worship service. 
 
6. The Brooklyn Hutchinsons joined us for worship on Sunday November 10 including baby Hawk who is 
growing up very fast. 
 

Ole was excited about the English lit class he was taking at night school 
"We're reading Shakespeare",, he said to Sven. 

"Great", said Sven. "Which one?" 
"William" replied Ole. 

 
7. Pastor Pete began his November 10 sermon with a few remarks about the Chicago Cubs and the 
Philadelphia Eagles to illustrate his homily, "Devotion". 
 
8. My personal thanks to Andy Mathisen for helping to deliver the collected food and supplies to the 
Bayshore Lunch Program in Keyport on Monday November 18. 
 

Sven is not all that bright. It took him a month to realize that the AM radio he bought could be used at 
night. 

 
9, Miae Park unexpectedly traveled to South Korea for the last two weeks of November to be with her 
mother during surgery.  
 
10. Please keep Walter Kyle and George Groh in your prayers. Both are now in hospice care. 
 

I was talking to my doctor about a weight loss patch I had seen advertised. 
Supposedly you stick it on and the pounds melt away. 

"Does it really work?" I asked.  
"Sure", he said. "If you put it over your mouth." 

 
11. CHRISTMAS PARTY - SUNDAY DECEMBER 15 - 5 PM - SIGN UP NOW !!!!!! 
 
12. Congratulations to Kristen and Michael Proksch ( and big sister Liesl) on the birth of Lukas Michel on 
Monday November 11. 
 

After picking up the paltry tips left by a group of clergymen, our waitress was upset. 
Looking toward our table, she grumbled, "These people come in here  with the 

ten commandments and a twenty dollar bill, and they don't break either of them." 
 

13. Thanks to Bunny and Herb Kuhl for the huge turkey donated to the Keyport Ministerium Food Pantry. 
 
14. Through November, support for the Bayshore Lunch Program from Good Shepherd totals more than 
$4,600. 



 
Don't let your worries get the best of you.......... 

Remember, Moses started out as a basket case. 
 

15. The congregation welcomed Judith Werner as organist and choir director on Sunday November 24 
while Miae Park was in South Korea. 
 
16. Pastor Dean Brown and wife Anne worshiped at Good Shepherd again on Sunday November 24.  
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Sing to the Lord with the harp and the voice of song. 

 
Choir's Offering Anthems 

8. November 3 - "I Will Sing New Songs to the Lord" - Joseph Martin 
9. November 10 - "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth" - G. F. Handel 

Accompanied by David Kim, cello 
10. November 17 - "Ascribe to the Lord" - Dan Edwards 

11. November 24 - "Crown Him King of Kings" - J. S. Bach 
 

Postlude Offerings by Miae Park 
November 3 - "Trumpet Voluntary" - Gordon Young 

November 10 - "Voluntary" - J. Alcock 
November 17 - "March" - G. F. Handel 

November 24 - "Chorale" - Healy Willian * 
* Judith Werner 

- The choir welcomed Judith Werner as organist and choir director on Sunday November 24 as substitute 
for Miae Park. 
- The choir asks that you remember Miae Park's mother in your prayers. Miae is in South Korea for the 
last two weeks of November to be with her mother following surgery. 
- The choir thanks David Kim for accompanying the November 10 anthem and all his musical contribution 
to our worship. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For	your	calendar	---	
Every Sunday    --- 10:00 - Service  
Every Thursday  ---  7:30 - Choir Practice (except Dec 26) 
Saturday  December  7,  8AM-2PM   - Oak Hill Assoc Christmas Party 
Sunday    December  8,  1PM-7:30  - German School Christmas Party 
Monday    December  9,   6:30 - Council Meeting 
Sunday    December 15,   5:00 - Good Shepherd Christmas Party 
Monday    December 16,   7:30 - Compassionate Friends 
Tuesday   December 24,   8:00 - Christmas Eve Service 
 



 


