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Message from the Pastor  
On Sunday, October 28th, we celebrated Reformation Sunday. 
Every year Lutheran churches mark the last Sunday in October to remember Martin Luther's actions that helped 
spark the Protestant Reformation. 
Luther, and others, had protested the practice and teaching of the Church at the time that required good works 
and payments to the church (called indulgences) in order to gain God's good favor.   The Church taught that it 
alone could hand out or withhold God's forgiveness, grace and love as well as the possibility of going to heaven 
when one died. 
Luther and his like-minded reformers all across Europe cited the bible and Jesus Christ himself as contrary 
evidence to this claim.   He (and they) said that it was faith in Christ alone, and his blood shed for us, that gives 
us the gift of God's love, forgiveness and salvation. 
 
In seminary, I was taught by my Lutheran Confessions professors, to almost adore Luther.   He was lifted up 
throughout much of my time there as a Christian hero. 
And Luther was, in the sense of what our faith means and what we still practice and believe today, a hero. 
However, later on I learned that this 'hero' was not always such a great guy. 
In his lifetime Luther said and did a great many things that is hard for me to admire. 
During the peasant revolution when the poor and miserable common people (whom Luther championed with 
respect to religion) revolted against the oppressive princes who caused them such misery, Luther sided with the 
elites in power who coincidentally protected him when Church authorities were looking for him.   Luther labeled 
the peasants as an unruly mob disrupting the civic order and called for them to be suppressed and even 
butchered, as many were when the insurrection was put down. 
Luther also had many terrible things to say about Jews and, once again, encouraged things like forced 
conversion or removal from the land or even worse if they did not.   Same for Muslims.  Much of Luthers 
writings on Jews were later used by the Nazis to justify their actions. 
Granted, it was not today where human rights and all that are in vogue, but Luther had a dark and intolerant 
side to him and was not timid about being a crass bully and nasty guy to anyone who disagreed with him.  He 
was probably not someone who I'd want to be around very much. 
 
I once thought that Teddy Roosevelt was the best president we ever had in the United States.   I read books 
about his life and all the great things he did and stood for.  Then I read a book about William Howard Taft, 
whom Roosevelt hand picked to be his Vice President and later who became president after T.R.   That book 
revealed what a terrible person Roosevelt ended up being to Taft later on, even though Taft was a pretty good 
guy himself and continued to always love and forgive the self-centered Roosevelt.    
 
I still think that Roosevelt and Martin Luther did many great things and we should be thankful for them both. 
 However, I also think that my adoration of such a 'hero' type person can often be misguided and even wrong. 
 The only real 'hero' whom we should put on a pedestal is Jesus the Christ.   Everyone else is flawed and,... 
thanks to Jesus,...forgiven for those things. 
Just like all of us. 
 
Amen 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each week at 
worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact the pastor by 
phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Lisa Rossi, Kaylin D'Elia, Tom Doyle, Megan More, Shirley Jackson, Janice Kraus, Pamela Ketchum, Sal 
Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Michael Gagnon, Ken Dixon, Teri Miniti, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, 
Bob Stetz, Eliana Brengel, Dick and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Elyse 
Novak, Marian Williamson, Rev. Howard Weidemoyer, Michael Snock 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
BLP WILL OFFER FROZEN VEGETABLES 

by Gil Vatter 
 
The Bayshore Lunch Program has advised the church that they will begin offering frozen 
vegetables on their daily menu as of October. The frozen vegetables are provided through 
the United States Department of Agriculture and will be available to them for the foreseeable 
future. The availability of frozen vegetables, however, makes the need for canned vegetables 
no longer necessary.  BLP, therefore, is asking all organizations which have supplied canned 
goods in the past to change their focus to a new "Wish List" of items which are needed to 
operate the kitchen on a daily basis.  
 
The "Wish List includes the following: salad dressings, mustard and ketchup in squeeze 
bottles, tea bags, coffee, iced tea mix, pasta (ziti or egg noodles), pasta sauce, parmesan 
cheese, canned potatoes, sugar (bags or packets), boxes of stuffing (such as Stove Top), 
toilet paper, paper towels, paper napkins and Clorox Disinfecting Wipes. 
 
Rest assured, if you contribute items not on the "Wish List", BLP will contribute them to the 
Keyport Ministerium Food Pantry, next door to the kitchen for use in the regular, weekly food 
distribution program. Nothing will ever go to waste!  
 
In other news, for the first time, since setting up operations in the Community Church of 
Keyport in February of 2013, BLP will be closed during the first two weeks of November so 
that the Community Church can install a new floor in the building and take care of other 
needed maintenance work.  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COG Fundraising Initiatives       by Rikki Gracia 
 
So far this Fall, thanks to you all, Good Shepard has made significant contributions to helping our 
community through the COG group. 
 
The back-to-school fundraiser was a whopping success and I was very proud to present the COG 
board with funds totaling $1,040.11 from our church at the Sept meeting to help local families with 
gift cards that will help them with back to school supplies and basic clothing needs to allow these kids 
to be proud, happy and confident as they begin a new school year.  It is important to enable the kids 
the fun and joy of picking out their own things.  This is what you enabled so many families to be able 
to do this year.  The look on the COG board members faces when I told them the amount was 
priceless.   
 
Last week I brought 8 bags filled with clothing, mostly children, to help stock the shelves of The 
Calico Cat Thrift store, again helping families who are in need of additional clothing that is gently 
used for the Fall and Winter weather.  Kids outgrow things so fast it's hard for parents to keep up so it 
is important for the thrift store to have a big selection for all ages.  At the same time, we helped the 
pantry which was short on rice, noodles, and cans of soup, which are very popular items as the weather 
gets colder. 
 
Next up for our fundraising are our traditional holiday initiatives.  Our 2 main ones are: 
1.) Setting up a children's Giving Tree through the 180 Turning Lives Around Charity, which helps 
children and their moms get away from abusive homes. 
 



2.) COG annual Christmas Charity for donations for approved families in need. 
 
Other opportunities for help from individuals would be to volunteer your time at the Calico Cat Food 
Pantry.  Several regular volunteers have left and summer college students who help have gone back to 
school.  They are in particular need of strong men who can help to take donation boxes in and out of 
trucks and sorting and stocking.  If you are interested in participating, a training session will be 
required.  For more information, contact me (Rikki Gracia @ 917.309.3072) or the pantry coordinator, 
Janice Liebenow (Calico1015@aol.com /732-946-8525).  The Pantry is located at 96 Kings Highway, 
Middletown, NJ  07748. 
 
Other individual volunteer opportunities exist through Habitat For Humanity, Monmouth County.  
You can register online for a schedule of volunteer events that you or a group can participate in.   
www.habitatmonmouth.org/events/ 
Feel free to reach out to Nancy Doran with questions (ndoran@habitatmonmouth.org.  Make sure you 
let her know you are a member of Good Shepard Lutheran Church. 
 
Posters and updates will be posted in the church to keep you informed.    Thank you!!!!!  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Donating Bibles 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd has found a home to donate the majority of its 
bibles.  The Jersey Shore Rescue Mission located in Asbury Park was glad to accept them. 
They provide meals and a place to sleep for the homeless in that area but their emphasis is 
also to help turn the lives around of troubled people.    Many of their clients have had drug or 
alcohol addictions but the Rescue Mission focuses on aligning their lives with Jesus Christ as 
the way to begin to turn things around. 
They hold worship every evening and the bibles will undoubtedly be used there and for their 
clients.  They have had many success stories, as noted on their website.  Please feel free to 
view that at jerseyshorerescuemission.org 
We gave them around 50 bibles while the Confirmation class students each received one 
and we kept about 10 in the church.    Several parishioners also took a bible as a gift from 
the church. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Finance Committee Update by Stephanie Dall 
Here’s an update to our church budgeted and actual giving. While we were fortunate enough to cover 
our financial needs and ministry support last year, the council and finance committee expect this year 
to be even more challenging. The first three quarter giving (Jan thru Sep) was as follows: 
budgeted giving $86,804; actual giving $84,751, resulting in a shortfall of $2,053. 
We are hopeful and encouraged that the gap will shrink by year end.  We are a small but strong 
congregation with much to offer each other and our community.  Good Shepherd needs our continued 
commitment, energy and financial support so it can continue to flourish. 
 
Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then 
because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work 
and in everything you put your hand to.  Deuteronomy 15:10 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A day in the life of a council member:          by John Dall 
 
I remember when I was first approached to be on the church council by a current member.  My first question 
was "what do I have to do?".  He told me that basically I needed to attend the once a month meeting and if 
interested to chair one of the committees.  That was over 5 years ago and that answer is still true.  I chose to 



head up the property committee and have enjoyed my role in helping to keep the church operating to a level 
that all who use it can be comfortable and enjoy. 
 
The council meetings are held at 6:30pm on the second Monday of every month.  They are attended by the 
Pastor and the council members (currently there are six).  They last for a little under to slightly over an hour.  
We begin with a devotion by the Pastor.  Then we approve the current agenda, the prior meetings minutes and 
the treasurers report.  Next each committee reports relevant activity during the preceding month and 
comments on upcoming events or projects. 
 
The group then moves on to discuss any "old" business.  These are items that were introduced as things 
needing action that have not been resolved or completed.  The last thing we do is to address any "new" 
business.  For the most part this constitutes the real decision making of the council and in my opinion is the 
most interesting and rewarding.  The previous part of the agenda, while important, is mainly the administrative 
work the council does.  From the "new" items we debate the pros and cons of various approaches to address 
the given issue and decide on the best course of action.  We usually assign someone to take the task forward 
or deliver the message of what was decided.  It is through this interaction that one really gets to know their 
fellow parishioners better and to develop friendships.  Every voice is welcome and all opinions matter.  It truly 
is a very friendly atmosphere. 
 
So, as my time on the council will come to an end after next year I would encourage all of you who can serve 
to give it some serious consideration.  The terms run from one year to a maximum of Six years.  The time 
commitment is very minimal and the rewards are numerous.  The church also deeply needs a full and 
committed council in order to correctly represent the congregation in the matter of running the church.  Last 
but not least I wish to leave you with the best reason to serve - ITS FUN!  OK its kinda fun but you get the 
point. 
 
So when a council member comes up to you after service or some other time and asks if you would be 
interested in serving, please give it some thought.  Thanks! From the council President 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

 
1. Congratulations to Pastor Peter Hutchinson who marked his third anniversary as Pastor of the Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd on November 1. Many thanks for your faithful service from the members of the 
congregation. We look forward to many more years with (and Deb, of course) you as our good shepherd. 
 
2. Happy birthday to our former Pastor, Jack Elstad, Pat Schmidt, wife of former Pastor Ed Schmidt and Bob 
Stetz. Many happy returns of the day. 
 

I'm friendly with only 25 letters of the alphabet. I don't know Y. 
 

3. Through November, the Bayshore Lunch Program Sponsors have sent more than $2,450 to the food kitchen. 
 
4. Pastor Pete officiated at the wedding of Liz Westerweller on Saturday September 29. Congratulations to her 
parents, Garry and Lynn Westerweller. 
 

"When you're down by the sea, 
And an eel bites your knee, 

That's a moray." 
 

5. The congregation welcomed Pastor John Fischer on Sunday September 30, while Pastor Pete was away. 
 
6. The church has been notified that Malcolm "Mac" Romeiser, a long time, very active member of Good 
Shepherd Church died in Arizona after a long illness. He served on the Church Council and many committees 
and sang tenor in the choir.  
 

Judge - "Ole. you've been brought before me for drinking." 
Ole - "Wonderful ! Let's get started." 



 
7, Congratulations to the renewed Bell Choir, which made its debut on Reformation Sunday, October 28 with 
that old favorite, "A Mighty Fortress". Thanks to the members of the Bell Choir for enhancing our worship 
service.  
 
8. Congratulations to Kirsten Mathisen who started in October at Johns Hopkins University as Donor 
Coordinator.  We wish you success. 
 

Is IRONY the opposite of WRINKLEY? 
 

9, The congregation welcomed our daughter Carol Vatter to the service on Sunday October 7. 
 
10. The Social Ministry Committee has been notified by the Bayshore Lunch Program that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture has begun supplying the kitchen with frozen vegetables. 
 

Doctor - "Ole, I;m very upset. Your check came back," 
Ole - "So did my arthritis." 

 
11. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd derby for their hospitality on Sunday October 4 during an open 
house at their new home in Ocean Grove. The "vittals" were great and the company was the same. May the 
Hutchinsons have many a happy day in their new home. 
 
12. Thanks to the folks who represented Goos Shepherd Church in the annual Red Bank Crop Walk, Mike carp, 
Diane Mathisen, Andy Mathisen, Karen Rajala and Kim Wehrle. Through their efforts, our congregation 
provided over $500 to help feed our hungry neighbors. 
 

Dogs can't operate MRI machines, but catscan. 
 

13. Hoooray !!! Janice Kraus arrived in church without  her neck brace on Sunday October 14. She seems to be 
on the road to a complete recovery. 
 
14. Former member Bill Theune sends his best wishes to all his old pals at Good Shepherd. 
 

Despite the high cost of living, it continues to remain quite popular. 
 

15. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd sombrero to Dave Kim for his beautiful cello music on Sunday 
October 21. 
 
16. Reformation Sunday, October 28, was a sea of red at Good Shepherd. Most of the congregation wore 
something red for the occasion. 
 

Doctor - "Ole, you'll live to be 60." 
Ole - "I am 60." 

Doctor - "See, what did I tell you." 
 

17. Sunday October 21 was "Youth Sunday" at Good Shepherd. The service featured a video, "Follow You" , all 
about serving others. Participants in the day included the 2018 - 2019 Confirmation Class : Isabella Antonacci, 
Patrick Denne, Katey Howard, Kolby Howard, Summer Howard, Bella Miller, Morgan Summey, Logan Wilgus 
and Tim Wilgus. 
 
18. If you're anywhere in the vicinity, the Little Chief Hallowe'en Parade takes place on Wednesday October 31.  
 

Well, to be Frank, I'd have to change my name. 
 

19. On Sunday October 28, the congregation bid farewell and God speed to Diane Epstein who is relocating to 
South Carolina. We’ll miss you, Diane. 
 
20. Shirley Jackson is making progress, rehabbing  at home 
 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 2019 BLP SPONSORS PROGRAM 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Good Shepherd Church has been a loyal supporter of the Bayshore Lunch Program since its inception at the 
Community Church in Keyport and even before that when it was located at St. Mark's Church in Keansburg. 
Each month, members of the congregation's Social Ministry Committee make a delivery of food and supplies to 
Keyport consisting of donations from members of the parish. Almost 17,000 cans of food and a tremendous 
amount of pasta , rice, coffee, peanut butter, pasta sauce and other needed items have been given to the 
kitchen by our church and that is expected to continue well  into the future. 
 
Beginning in 2008, the Social Ministry Committee also developed an auxiliary program called the "BLP 
Sponsors Program" The Sponsors are made up of volunteer families from the congregation who agree to send 
a check for at least $75 to Keyport on one assigned month of the year. Many families have joined in this 
program to help assure that some of our needy neighbors in northern Monmouth County get at least one hot, 
nourishing meal each day. As we look toward our eleventh year as "Sponsors", we have given the food kitchen 
over $22,000. Our Sponsors Program has become one of the most successful outreach efforts by the Good 
Shepherd congregation.  
 
In earlier years, we asked members of the congregation to sign up as participants in the Sponsors Program at 
the beginning of each year. At the end of 2017, however, we relisted prior Sponsors, already on the list, to be 
Sponsors again in 2018. The plan has been very successful and we will provide roughly $2,600 to BLP this year 
alone. So, we will stay with a plan that works and base the 2019 Sponsors list on the 2018 participants. You will 
receive a reminder letter from the Social Ministry Committee a month prior to your assigned month as before. 
And, if you prefer not to continue as a Sponsor, you need only to say a word to me or to Pastor Pete.  
 
If you were not a Sponsor in 2018, please consider becoming a Sponsor for 2019. We invite you to join with 
many other members of the congregation in helping to support a charity which has shown itself worthy of our 
support. 
 
The suggested, one time donation is $75. The need is great. Your thoughtful gift can make a difference in the 
lives of others. 
 
Become a Sponsor today. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 
by Gil Vatter 

 
Lord, use our voices. Lord, use our hands. We are an offering. 

 
Anthems 

4. September 30 - "How Good to Sing Your Praise" - Austin Lovelace 
5. October 7 - "Ascribe to the Lord" - Dan Edwards 

6. - October 14 - "Give Thanks to the Lord" - Franz Schubert 
9. - October 21 - "Shout to the Lord" - Darlene Zschech 

Accompanied by David Kim, cello - Miae Park, piano 
10. - October 28 - "The Shelter of the Lord" - M. Sharp 

 
Postlude Offerings by Miae Park 

September 30 - "Minuet in G" - G. F. Handel 
October 7 - "March" - Alexander Guilmant 

October 14 - "March" - H. Smart 
October 21 - ""Majesty" - Jack Hayford" 

(with David Kim) 
October 28 - "Psalm 19" - B. Marcello 

 
 - The Choir remembers former tenor, Malcolm "Mac" Romeiser, a long time member of the choir and 
congregation. 
 
 - The Choir congratulates the Bell Choir on its 2018 debut on October 28. 
 



 - The Choir thanks David Kim for accompanying the anthem on Sunday October 21 and his other musical 
offerings. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For Your Calendar 

Every	Sunday				---	10:00	-	Service	
Every	Thursday	(except	Thanksgiving	the	22nd)	---		7:30	-	Choir	Practice	

	
MONDAY	November	12		6:30	-	Council	Mtg	

MONDAY	November	19		7:30	-	Compassionate	Friends	


