
GOD KEEPS US LOVED and LIVING, EVEN AFTER DEATH 
 
 

My favorite sports teams, the Eagles and the Cubs, have been pretty good lately. 
But there were years when they just plain stunk. 
When I used to complain and lament about them, Deb would say ‘just get a new team’. 
Not being a sports fan, she didn’t know and I had to tell her that I couldn’t do that. 
Being a fan, there is a dedication and devotion that does not end when things go bad. 
 
Its the same thing with parents who love their kids. 
Our youngest son is married and lives in S.Korea with his wife and baby. 
In hopefully less than six months they will come to live with us until they get settled. 
And we are more than glad to do that because, a parent does not stop being a parent. 
 
Its the same with anything where there is a certain level of love and devotion. 
No matter what the circumstances or bad that happens,….that just does not end. 
 
In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus is confronted by some Sadducees with a question. 
They don’t really believe in the idea of resurrection and so they challenge Jesus. 
They put to him a convoluted question about a woman who remarries several times. 
Then they ask him whose wife will she be in this supposed resurrection. 
 
Jesus responds by asserting that they don’t really know what they are talking about. 
He says to them ‘You got it all wrong!’  We will have bodies but be like the angels. 
In a way, we’ll be the same, but in another way, we’ll be much different;…in a good way 
But his main point is that there IS a resurrection where God is still our God. 
 
He emphasizes that when he reminds them that when Moses talked to with God on the mountain top, he 
referred to God as being “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”.  
And then he says a line that I never really paid much attention to before now. 
Continuing that thought, he says that “he is God, not of the dead, but of the living, for all of them are 
alive to him”. 
 
In other words, God does not stop being our God if we die. 
The God whom Jesus said loves us, cares for and forgives us, does not cease being and doing all those 
things just because we die. 
That would be like a parent to stop being a parent just because a child moves out. 
Or just because they have their own wife and child, we’d no longer be a loving parent. 
Things may change, but the relationship between you and them does not change. 
Because being a loving parent is not just a feeling thing;… it is a doing thing. 
 
So God does not stop feeling love for us, but he also does not stop doing love for us. 
And doing for us, when we die, means to change us in a way that keeps us with him. 
To keep being our God and making a way for our relationship with him to continue. 
Not just in memory and sentimental recollection,… but in a resurrection. 
In the Job reading today, Job says that “I know that my redeemer lives”. 
If God then, is the Redeemer,….. then we are the redeemed! 
 
That does not change if we have been bad or done wrong, for God forgives. 
It does not end if we stop believing in or loving God, for God believes in and loves us. 
It does not end if we stop living on this earth, for God’s realm is beyond this world. 
Like with Abraham, Issac and Jacob, we, when we die, are alive to him. 
 



So, if you believe that there is a God,….  
And you believe that this God is not just some kind of impersonal cosmic force or being,…..but is a 
being that, a sort of person, who has feelings for humanity. 
And if you believe, as Jesus tells us, that this God is like a parent who loves and cares for us and 
forgives our wrongs and wants to be with us always,…. 
then this reasoning should follow that, like a parent, God does not being our God. 
And in order to do that, God has to keep being the God of the living, even after we die. 
That, there is a resurrection where we will all be ourselves, but will be changed. 
Changed in many ways, but not changed from still being children of God. 
 
Amen 
 


