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Message from the Pastor 
 

There is not a single one of us who has not, or does not know someone, who struggled with cancer. 
In the past few months a very good friend of mine discovered he had cancer in his tonsils. 
After having them and some lymph nodes removed, he went through five weeks of radiation. 
He now hopes, and we all pray, that this will put an end to that affliction. 
 
But, as we all full well know, having cancer does not end.  The hope is that it is in, what the medical field 
calls, 'remission'.  That's the idea that it has become dormant or even has gone away and will, hopefully, 
stay away.  But those who have had the disease knows it never really leaves, either in our bodies but 
also most certainly in our minds. 
 
What causes this affliction is varied and still not settled in medical fact.  Much of it is hereditary.  My 
friend had a younger brother who died of it years ago and another brother who just died recently. 
They also have determined that much of it is caused by the world we live in, either by our choices but 
more often by environmental factors. 
Yet, no matter what the cause, despite it being a fact of living in this world, the medical world has done 
tremendous things to counter the dreaded disease.  Still, it seems it will always be with us as a society 
just as, once diagnosed, it always with us human beings. 
 
But for many, in the midst of that terrible thing always being with us, is the fact that God is also always 
with us.  We pray as a church to that God for many people with cancer, both currently battling it as well 
as hoping to stay in remission.  And we pray individually to God for healing, for strength and courage, 
and for comfort and companionship.  Although once we are struck with cancer and that fact never leaves, 
so does the God we pray to also never leave. 
 
The blessing of faith in a God who is always by our side, always loves and forgives us, and always wants 
to help us, is a balm in and of itself. 
God does not always bring the result that we hope for, but always promises to bring us deliverance. 
We prefer that such deliverance come to us in this lifetime, but we know, from and because of Jesus, 
that it will most certainly come to us in the next. 
So we live with cancer and other afflictions trusting that, in the long run, God will prevail and that, in one 
way or another, cancer will have met its match. 
 
Pastor  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember in your prayers the following people whom we've noted in our Sunday bulletin each 
week at worship for prayer concerns.  If you have anyone you would like to add to this list, please contact 
the pastor by phoning the church office or via email    pastorpeteh@verizon.net 
Ed Lustenberg, Kaylee Gallagher, Jennifer Acker, Christopher Dall, Pat Gagnon, Bud McKnight, Vivian 
Sislian, Melanie Vara, Michelle VanDerwalker, Lilian DiPiazza, Lisa Rossi, Megan More, Pamela 
Ketchum, Sal Suppa, Bob Fulmer, Rich Van Doren, Matthew Fisher, Christian Kraus, Bob Stetz, Eliana 
Brengel, Dick & Sue Alberti and Cole Alberti, Bunny Kuhl, George Groh, Kevin & Danny McCord, Rev. 
Howard Weidemoyer, James Kelly 

mailto:pastorpeteh@verizon.net


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Staff Change 
Good Shepherd secretary, Joan Doyle, will no longer be serving the church. 
In her place, Deb Hutchinson will be providing secretarial help along with Stephanie Dall. 
We thank Joan for her work for us these past few years and wish her the best. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Finance Committee Update by Stephanie Dall 

Here’s an update to our church budgeted and actual giving. While we were fortunate enough to 

cover our financial needs and ministry support last year, the council and finance committee 

expect this year to be even more challenging. The first 8 months giving (Jan thru Aug) was as 

follows: budgeted giving $65,733; actual giving $63,189, resulting in a shortfall of $2,544. 

We are hopeful and encouraged that the gap will shrink by year end.  We are a small but strong 

congregation with much to offer each other and our community.  Good Shepherd needs our 

continued commitment, energy and financial support so it can continue to flourish. 

 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He has 

given to you.  Deuteronomy  16:17 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

KIM WEHRLI RECEIVES JOURNEY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

by Gil Vatter 

 

Kim Wehrli was recognized by "Partnerships With People" with their  "Journey Achievement 

Award"  from the Community Supports Program at the second annual Achievement Awards 

Meeting on September 5 at the Grand Centurian in Clark, New Jersey.  

 

The citation honoring Kim included, "Kim has faced many personal challenges along her 

Journey. Despite those difficulties, she has shown the determination to rise above and move 

beyond those challenges to create the life she wants. 

 

After the death of her parents, she was left living alone in the family home. With the support of 

her sister and extended family, as well as her community support network, Kim has learned to 

manage on her own. In addition, she has remained very involved in her community activities and 

has held a job at a local store. She enjoys going to dances at the local Elks Lodge with friends, is 

in a bowling league and participates in many other community activities, such as charity walks 

and church events. 

 

Kim is now in the process of moving out of the family home and will soon share an apartment 

with a new housemate. She is very excited about this change and is looking forward to this new 

chapter in her life. While she is sad to leave her family home, she knows it will be an adventure, 

offering new levels of freedom, responsibility and fun. Kim is truly on her way to a new and 

independent chapter along her journey." 

 

Her friends at Good Shepherd offer our congratulations to Kim for receiving the Journey 

ACHIEVEMENT Award and wish her well in her new adventure. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



AROUND THE PARISH 
by Gil Vatter 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD - THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

 
1. R - U - A - BLP SPONSOR ? 

 

2. Happy Birthday to Julie Blackburn, Bunny Kuhl, John Haher (who will be 99) , Kirsten Mathisen, Kurt Mathisen, 

Vivian Sislian (and your faithful scribe who celebrates on the 10th). 

 

There's only one good thing about high gas prices - 

Whenever I fill the tank, I double the value of my car. 

 

3. Mike Carp is looking for a condo - If you know of one available, please let him know the details. 

 

4. Alas! Poor Maureen Bartlett got in hot water again - In late August she disturbed a nest of yellow jackets and got 

badly stung.  

 

Ole - "Son, at your age I could name all the presidents of the US in proper order." 

Little Ole - " Sure, but in those days there were only about four or five." 

 

5. By the end of September the congregation had sent food and supplies worth about $1,500 to the Bayshore Lunch 

Program and, in addition, the BLP Sponsors had sent over $1,200 in cash. 

 

6. Mike Antonacci is a high school senior this year. 

 

I dressed my dog as a cat this Halloween - Now he won't come when I call him. 

 

7. Jon Kim began his second year in dental school in September. 

 

8. The congregation welcomed Joyce Spadow, who played the piano for the September 1 service while Miae Park 

was on vacation. 

 

A young fellow dining at Crewe 

Found a rather large mouse in his stew. 

Said the waiter, "Don't shout 

And wave it about, 

Or the rest will be wanting one too." 

 

9. We were all surprised and happy to see Bob Stetz in church on Sunday September 1. Bob thanked the 

congregation for all their prayers and cards while he rehabs at home. 

 

10. Bob Fulmer continues to recover from quadruple by pass surgery at his son's home in Allentown. 

 

My dog used to chase people on a bike a lot. It got so bad, I finally had to take his bike away. 

 

11. Janice Kraus no sooner recovered from her dental procedure than she began to work on eye problems. What's 

next, Janice? 

 

12. Choir rehearsal began on Thursday September 12. Everyone is invited to sing each Thursday evening at 7:30 PM 

at the church. 

When Lena married Ole, she sent out invitations written in Norwegian. 

At the bottom was an RSVP 

(Remember Send Vedding Presents). 

 



13. Kurt Mathisen is home from his studies at Heidelburg University. He plans to visit his sisters and some of his 

old pals before he returns to Germany. 

 

14. The congregation welcomed Rev. Pat Medley while Pastor Pete was away on Sunday September 8. 

 

The older I get, the earlier it gets late. 

 

15. On Sunday September 8, the Hutchinson clan met at the Boardwalk Pier in Ocean Grove to celebrate the baptism 

of Van Bradley Hutchinson with Grandfather Pete performing the rite. Congratulations to Deb and Pete and all the 

Hutchinsons. 

 

16. Miae Park's sons, Matthew and David are both playing cello in the New York Youth Symphony Orchestra in 

Manhattan. congrats to both these talented young men. 

 

Sven - "Ole, When did you get a trombone?" 

Ole - "I borrowed it from my neighbor's son." 

Sven - "I never knew you could play the trombone." 

Ole - "I can't. And now, neither can he." 

 

17, Good Shepherd contributed $520 to the COG Back-to-School project. 

 

18. It was so nice to see Acolyte Patrick Devine bring his little brother Collin to the altar from the congregation to 

help put out the candles at the end of the service on Sunday September 15. (Was this "on the job training" ?). 

 

I always wanted to become a trapeze artist,  

but I could never really get the hang of it. 

 

19. When you sang Hymn #807, "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" on Sunday September 15, you saw the 

word-----ebenezer---- Now, if you don't know what an ebenezer is GOOGLE it and find out. 

 

20. Pastor Pete used a bottle of "Chateau Neuf de Pape" , French red wine, a bottle of olive oil and a can of chick 

peas to illustrate his September 15 sermon, "The Value of People". 

 

Stop complaining about your church - 

If it was perfect, you couldn't become a member. 

 

21. The congregation welcomed former member Vicki Bartlett to the Sunday September 22 worship service. 

 

22. Please put Bud McKnight on your prayer list. 

 

If I became a Vegan, it would be a big missed steak. 

 

23. Dave Rajala's brother and sister-in-law from Maryland visited Good Shepherd on Sunday September 22. 

 

24. I guess we can call Kim Wehrli the "Designated Hitter" of our Lay Reader  Corps. 

 

Wouldn't it be ironic if Popeye Chicken was fried in Olive Oil. 

 

25. On Sunday September 22 the "Good Shepherd Sextet" presented the offering music, while Diane and Andy 

Mathisen were traveling. 

 

26. Maureen Bartlett is wearing out the airline fleet, traveling back and forth to San Francisco to visit with her 

grandchildren. She was there again in late September. 

 

Tell me - - What disease did cured ham really have? 

 



27. Good Shepherd contributed $545 to the Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund. 

 

28. Congrats to Kathey Howard. She got her learners permit and soon will be tooling around the local highways and 

byways. 

A cow stumbled into a field of marijuana. 

The steaks have never been higher. 

 

29. Karen and Dave Rajala traveled to Ohio in early October to visit daughter Anne's family. 

 

30. My personal thanks to John Dall for helping to deliver the September food and supplies to BLP in Keyport. - 

Please continue to bring food and supplies to the church. The need is great and your help is so important. 

 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 

by Gil Vatter 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord - Come into His presence with Singing. 
 

The Choir began rehearsals for the 2019 - 2020 season on Thursday September 12 in the Sanctuary at 
7:30 PM and offered its first anthem at the Worship Service on Sunday September 15. Choir rehearsal 
will continue each Thursday evening at 7:30 PM and everyone is invited to join in making a musical 
offering each Sunday morning as a member of the Choir. 
 

Choir’s Offering Anthems 
1. September 15 - "With A Voice of Singing" - M. Shaw 

2. September 22 - "Father, We Worship You" - Victor Johnson 
3. September 29 - "I Love Thee, I Love Thee" - Johannes Brahms 

 
Postlude Offerings by Miae 

September 1 - "Lead Me Lord" - John D. Beck 
September 8 - "Postlude" - V. Engel 

September 15 - "Toccata" - George Muffat 
September 22 - "Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven" - Lani Smith 

September 29 - ""Prcessional" - Mark Williams 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For your calendar --- 
 
Every Sunday    --- 10:00 - Service  

Every Thursday  ---  7:30 - Choir Practice 

 

MONDAY October 14,  6:30 - Council Meeting 

MONDAY October 21,  7:30 - Compassionate Friends 

 
 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 



 

 

 

 
Hope you enjoyed the journey these 

past months…………

 


